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“Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but most of them pick themselves up and hurry off as if nothing ever happened.” 
- Sir Winston Churchill
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Preservation Group
Still Short a Member

Yarn Spinning
Workshop Jan. 13

The Carthage Historic
Preservation Commission is still
looking for two town residents to
fill vacancies on the five-person
body. The group, currently consist-
ing of just three members - Ashley
Davis, Faith Green and Kathy
Gross - has held seven meetings
since its first in March. While five
people were initially appointed to
the commission by the Carthage
Town Council, two were ineligible
because they are not town resi-
dents, as state statute requires. Any
Carthage residents interested in
serving on the town's historic
preservation commission should
contact town council member
Ashley Davis, who also chairs the
historic preservation commission,
at 317-750-6572, or by e-mail at
adavis1918@gmail.com.

75C

Pam Shull will be teaching a
wool spinning workshop at the
Henry County Historical Society
(HCHS) museum on Jan. 13 from
1-4:30 p.m. The $35 participation
fee includes a $20 instructor's fee,
and a $15 materials fee. Call the
Henry County Historical Society at
765-529-4028 to reserve a spot,
since attendance is limited to 10.

Rush County Sheriff
Hosting Supper

Carthage Library
Has New Number

Rush County Sheriff Jim
Cowan is hosting a ham and bean
supper on Friday, Jan. 19, 5-7 p.m.
in the Carthage Community
Center. The public is invited. A
freewill offering will be accepted.
The Carthage Community Center
is located at the four-way stop on
North Main Street.

Carthage's Henry Henley Public
Library has a new phone number,
765-565-8002. It also has new
hours: Tuesday, 2-7 p.m.; Thursday,
4-7 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Persons needing access to the
library and its resources at times
other than these should contact
library board members Claire
Mercer at 765-565-6611 or Judy
Neal at 765-565-6002.

by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner

Despite getting the better end of a deal
reached with the Henry County Prosecutor, a
Knightstown veterinarian who was facing more
than two dozen felony drug charges is still
unhappy with the outcome and bitter about his
prosecution.

"Poor police work. Poor prose-
cution, and … I'm taking the brunt,"
James Wilson, owner of
Knightstown Veterinary Clinic,
8562 W. U.S. Hwy. 40, told The
Banner on Monday.

Henry County Prosecutor Joe
Bergacs filed 25 counts against
Wilson last February as a result of
an investigation that began more
than two years earlier. Wilson, 64,
was charged with 12 counts of deal-
ing in a Schedule IV controlled sub-
stance and 13 counts of unlawful
dispensation of a controlled sub-
stance.

The 12 counts of dealing in a Schedule IV
controlled substance charges filed against
Wilson were Class C felonies that each could
have resulted in up to eight years in prison
and a $10,000 fine. The unlawful dispensa-
tion of a controlled substance charges were
Class D (or Level 6) felonies that each carried
a maximum sentence of three years and,
again, a $10,000 fine.

In October, Bergacs filed a 26th count against
Wilson charging him with failure to make, keep
or furnish required records related to controlled
substances he had distributed or dispensed. That
charge was also a Class D felony.

On Oct. 25, the day after that new charge
was filed, a plea agreement was filed with the

court. The terms of that agreement, kept under
wraps for more than two months, were finally
revealed during a court hearing last Thursday.

In exchange for Wilson's guilty plea to fail-
ing to make, keep or furnish required records,
Bergacs agreed to dismiss all 25 of the other
drug-related counts. The parties did not reach
an agreement as to what Wilson's sentence
should be, opting instead to leave that decision

up to Henry Circuit Court 1 Judge Bob
Witham, a move that greatly benefited Wilson.

While Witham sentenced Wilson to one year
in the Henry County Jail, he suspended all of
that and, instead, placed Wilson on formal pro-
bation for six months. If Wilson's behavior is
good and he complies with the terms of his pro-

bation, Witham's order indicates
that a final six months of probation
will also be suspended.

Wilson was also ordered to pay
$185 in court costs, and Witham
ordered Wilson not to reinstate his
license to distribute controlled sub-
stances, which had expired in
October 2015, while on probation.
He was also ordered not to have
contact with his former fiancee,
Cassandra James, who had been a
codefendant and faced more than
two dozen criminal charges, includ-
ing two Class C felony counts of
burglary, six Class C felony counts
of forgery, 19 Class D felony counts

of possession of a controlled substance and one
Level 6 (or Class D) felony of obtaining a con-
trolled substance by fraud or deceit.

Perhaps the biggest benefit that Wilson
received with respect to his sentence, however,
is that Witham agreed to enter Wilson's convic-
tion as a misdemeanor instead of a felony.
Under some circumstances, state statute give 

See Witch Hunt, Page 12

Local Veterinarian Avoids Felony Charges;
Says Case Was ‘a Joke’ and a ‘Witch Hunt’

by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner

The investigation that led to more than two dozen felony criminal
charges being filed against Knightstown veterinarian James Wilson
began more than three years ago.

Investigators had been looking into possible prescription fraud at a
New Castle pharmacy in August 2014 involving alprazolsam, which is
often used to treat anxiety and panic disorders and is sometimes sold
under the trade name Xanax. They were able to trace the prescription
to Cassandra James, Wilson's fiancee at the time and an employee of

See Investigation, Page 12

Wilson’s Then Fiancee Triggered Investigation
Into Possible Prescription Drug Fraud

Knightstown Town Council Agrees to Spend Town’s Tax Dollars
on Environmental Study Relating to $500k Hoosier Gym Grant

by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner

The Knightstown Town Council
has approved spending $3,000 to
take an initial step toward applying
for a grant that could worth up to
$500,000 to help fund needed
improvements at the Hoosier Gym.

The council's five members -
President Sarah Ward, Vice
President Kevin Knott, Mitch
Roland, Roger Hammer and
Landon Dean - voted unanimously
at their Dec. 21 monthly meeting to
OK spending $3,000 for an envi-
ronmental study for the proposed
project. This work will be done by
Kieser Consulting Group LLC, a
Lawrence-based firm that has
assisted the town with several
planning and development issues
the past couple of years.

The grant the town will be seek-
ing is through the state's Office of
Community and Rural Affairs'
Public Facilities Program, and can
be for up to $500,000, with a 20-
percent local match required.
Because the Hoosier Gym is actu-
ally owned by the town, the
Knightstown Town Council will
have to be the entity that applies
for the OCRA grant. 

Dave Kieser, owner of KCG,
told the council that completing the

environmental study and preparing
a preliminary architecture feasibil-
ity report are the first two steps that
need to be taken. He said the board
of directors for the Hoosier Gym
Community Center of
Knightstown Inc., the local non-
profit that leases the gym from the

town and oversees its operation,
had agreed to pay the $5,000 for
the architecture report and that the
combined $8,000 for that and the
environmental study would count
toward the town's 20-percent
match.

Work needed at the Hoosier
Gym, Kieser said, includes
replacement of the roof, guttering

and some windows, along with
tuck-pointing work on the brick
exterior. He also said there is work
needed on the gym's front door and
to make restrooms compliant with
the Americans with Disabilities
Act.

Kieser told the council that

OCRA requires the town to hold
two public hearings before submit-
ting its grant application. He said
the first one would tentatively be
scheduled for Thursday, April 26,
prior to submission of the grant
proposal, while the second one
would be held in mid-June, after
OCRA has made a site visit to the
town to see the gym.

The town will need to submit its
grant proposal to OCRA by the last
week of May, with its grant applica-
tion due July 20. Kieser said OCRA
would likely announce grant recipi-
ents sometime in August.

"Although it seems like a million
years away … August will be here
before you know it," Kieser said.

Kieser praised the efforts of the
Knightstown Forward Committee. It
was this ad hoc group consisting of
representatives from several different
local groups and government agen-
cies that came together and agreed
the Hoosier Gym project should be
the community's top priority.

"(KFC) has just been phenome-
nal," Kieser told the council. "...
This the kind of effort and coordi-
nation we've needed to move things
(forward) in this community.

As he had done at prior KFC
meetings, Kieser stressed to the
town council the importance of get-
ting letters of support for the proj-
ect that can be submitted to OCRA
with the grant application. He said
the letters should come from local
citizens, town officials, people who
work in the community, those who
belong to local nonprofit groups
and "anybody and everybody that's
involved with the gym."

See Grant, Page 12
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GR UTOAY A
SALES SERVICE

2260 W. Main St., Greenfield 317-467-1555

Brandon Gray Brinton Gray Dustin Gray

Meet our
Smiling
Sales
Staff!

Gray Auto Sales & Service is a family-owned
operation where we really strive to keep our

customers satisfied. We have over 80
Certified pre-owned vehicles, and Gray

Auto was named Quality Pre-Owned Dealer of
the Year in ‘05 and ‘06. 

Our full-service shop is ready to help keep
your car in top condition.

KEEP US IN MIND!
Please visit www.grayauto.com!

Gray Auto Sales & Service
2260 W. Main St., Greenfield - 317-4467-11555

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Please tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in The Banner! 
Let ‘em know their ads works!

INSEY BROWH NFUNERAL SERVICE
7355 S. State Road 109, Knightstown - 765-345-7400
3406 S. Memorial Drive, New Castle - 765-529-7100

www.hinsey-brown.com

As a continuing commitment
to our families and our 

community, our Preplanning
Advisors are available to help

you plan for your future
funeral needs while offering
affordable payment options.

Call Lenville Gross 
or Wanda Jones today 
for an appointment. Wanda Jones

Lenville Gross

FAITH CHAPEL
Independent Baptist Church

359 E. Morgan St., Knightstown - 765-345-7015

SSuunnddaayy  SScchhooooll  -  99::3300  aa..mm..,,  MMoorrnniinngg  WWoorrsshhiipp  -  1100::3300  aa..mm..
EEvveenniinngg  WWoorrsshhiipp  -  66  pp..mm..,,  WWeedd..  BBiibbllee  SSttuuddyy  -  77  pp..mm..

Pastor Eric Boling

Greenfield
Jewelry & Coin

On-Site Jewelry Repair – Rhodium Plating – Watch Battery
Replacement – Coins, Sets & Bullion – Buying Gold, Silver,

Platinum, Precious Gemstones, Coins & Timepieces

LUMINOX – SWISS MADE – SEIKO – CHAMILIA

1046 N. State St., Greenfield, IN 46140
317-477-7777 - GreenfieldJewelryandCoin@gmail.com

Dorothy “Dottie” I. Smoot
September 23, 1929 - January 8, 2018

Dorothy "Dottie" I. Smoot, 88, of Knightstown, passed away Monday, Jan. 8, 2018, at
Heritage House in New Castle. She was born Sept. 23, 1929, in Centralia, Kansas, a
daughter of Earl and Lilly Brammer.

Dottie lived in the Grant City community before moving to Knightstown. She had
worked at Gregor’s Bakery in Knightstown. She was a member of Greensboro Church of
the Nazarene where she served as missionary president, taught children’s Sunday School
classes and received numerous awards. Dottie loved cooking meals for others, hosting vis-
iting ministers, and loved to go fishing with her husband. She was the last of 11 children.

She is survived by her husband of nearly 70 years, Morris Smoot of Knighstown; three sons, Mike
Smoot of Raysville, Pat (Brenda) Smoot of Knightstown and Mark (Diane) Smoot of Greenfield; five
grandchildren, Wes Smoot, Sara Widner, Tyler Smoot, Audrey Smoot and Olivia Winters; seven great-
grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews.

Services will be at 11 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 11, at Greensboro Church of the Nazarene with Revs. Ray
Easley and Michael Kohl officiating. Burial will follow in Glen Cove Cemetery. Friends may call from 4-
8 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 10, at Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service, Knightstown Chapel. 

A legacy Dottie would pass on to her family and friends is Ephesians 4:32, "Be ye kind, one to anoth-
er, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you." Condolences and
memories of Dottie may be expressed at www.hinsey-brown.com. 

Indiana residents can ring in the
New Year with 10 free flowering
trees by joining the Arbor Day

Foundation any time during
January 2018. 

By becoming a part of the non-

profit Arbor Day Foundation, new
members will receive two Sargent
crabapples, three American redbuds,
two Washington hawthorns, and
three white flowering dogwoods.

“These beautiful trees will beau-
tify your home with lovely flowers
of pink, yellow and white colors,”
said Matt Harris, chief executive of
the Arbor Day Foundation. “These
trees are perfect for large and small
spaces, and they will provide food
and habitat for songbirds.”

The free trees are part of the
Foundation’s Trees for America
campaign.

The trees will be shipped post-
paid at the right time for planting,
between February 1 and May 31,
with enclosed planting instructions.
The 6- to 12-inch tall trees are guar-
anteed to grow or they will be
replaced free of charge. 

Members will also receive a
subscription to the Foundation’s
bimonthly publication, Arbor Day,
and The Tree Book, which
includes information about tree
planting and care.

To become a member of the
Foundation and to receive the free
trees, send a $10 contribution to
Ten Free Flowering Trees, Arbor
Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave.,
Nebraska City, NE 68410, by
January 31, 2018. Residents can
also join online at
arborday.org/january.

Group Offering 10 Free Flowering Trees Through January

Carthage Council Reschedules Monthly Meeting
The Carthage Town Council has rescheduled its

Jan. 8 regular monthly meeting for Monday, Jan. 15.
The meeting, which is open to the public, will be held
at 6 p.m. at Carthage Town Hall, 6 W. First St.

According to Council President Rachael Brown,
Carthage Clerk-Treasurer Linda McMahan was ill and
would have been unable to attend the meeting on Jan.
8.
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Sell it with 
a Banner

Classified!

K-TOWN LEGION POST 152
DINNER SPECIALS: FRIDAY, JAN. 12

Open to the Public!
222244  EE.. MMaaiinn  SStt..,,  KKnniigghhttssttoowwnn  -  334455-55222277

New York Strip Steak, Baked Potato
and Salad Bar - $17.99

T-Bone Steak, Baked Potato, Salad Bar - $17.99

www.thebanneronline.com

Leakey
Insurance
Agency
Offering Quality

Insurance Products
for Over 50 Years!
Home 
Auto 
Commercial 
Farm 
Life 
Final Expense 
Disability 
Critical Illness 
LongTerm Care 

Health - Group
& Individual 
Medicare
Supplements 
Mobile Home 
Motorcycle 
Umbrella 
Boat 
Travel 

  Also, Annuities and SR 22 

All calls are important to us!
That's why a real person
answers our phone from 

9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Leakey Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Call us for a free quote!

345-5171
800-942-3134
16 S. Jefferson St.
Knightstown, IN

www.leakeyinsurance.com

MORRISTOWN AUCTION CENTER
- 311 N. Morrison St., Morristown -

Weekly Wednesday Night Auctions at 6 p.m.
Accepting Clean Consignments

Visit us at www.Auctionzip.com / Auct. Lic. #AU11500036
For  more  information  call  317-4468-33705

COME SEE WHAT WE’VE GOT!

MCCAuto  Repair  Service
3427 South State Rd. 103 - 765-529-5925

Computer Diagnostic Check
Foreign or Domestic

$4500
only
*Complete Diagnostics Check-up Includes

Engine, Airbag & Body Check. A $60 value

Engine & Transmission 
Repair
ABS & Brake Repair
Computer Diagnostics
Electrical Repair
20 Years Experience
A/C Repair

Your Complete
Auto Care

Center!

NOW OPEN!
Daily 5 a.m.-9 p.m.

Donuts - Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner
Burgers - Steaks - Seafood

Pies - Muffins - Donuts

Daily Specials and All-Day Breakfast.
Deliveries Daily 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

201 E. Main St. - 765-345-7311
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America's #1 Window Replacement Company
Over 14 Million Windows Sold Nationally

“Simply the Best for Less”
Free In-Your-Home Estimates and Year-Round Installation

Financing Available!
3508  N.  Wheeling,  Muncie  -  765-2281-00008  

1229  Country  Club  Rd.,  Indianapolis  -  317-2209-00008
www.windowworldindianapolis.com

expires 2-4-18

Tax Resolution Services
Certified National Social Security Advisor
Bookkeeping & Notary Public Services
Call Regina Payne E.A. for an appointment

317-936-5863Regina Payne

The time to think about Social Security is now -
BEFORE you are 62!

Lady Payne Accounting

Spring Grant Workship Jan. 31
The Henry County Community

Foundation (HCCF) will be host-
ing the Spring Grant Workshop on
Wednesday, Jan. 31, at 4 p.m. It
will be held in the New Castle-
Henry County Public Library
auditorium. The workshop is for
Henry County nonprofit organiza-
tions wishing to submit an appli-
cation for the spring 2018 com-
munity grant cycle. Attendance is
mandatory for consideration.
Application information and
deadlines will be provided at the
workshop. 

Seating is limited. Those who
plan to attend should contact

HCCF at 765-529-2235 to reserve
a seat. One seat per organization
is available. Contact HCCF at
765-529-2235 or katina@hen-
rycountycf.org to register or to
ask questions.

Community grants are awarded
through the HCCF Unrestricted
Fund for Community Grants. The
purpose of these grants is to assist
local groups to promote and sup-
port human services, arts and cul-
ture, health and recreation, civic
affairs, and the educational needs
of Henry County residents. “The
needs in Henry County are always
changing, making the unrestricted

fund an essential part of the com-
munity,” HCCF said in a press
release. “The unrestricted fund
was established by generous
donors across Henry County who
wanted to make an impact in the
community. Every dollar donated
to the unrestricted fund makes a
difference.” 

For more information about
how to support the Unrestricted
Fund, contact the Henry County
Community Foundation at 700 S.
Memorial Drive, New Castle, call
765-529-2235, or visit www.hen-
rycountycf.org. 

K-town Council
Special Meeting

Is Tonight
The Knightstown Town Council

has rescheduled a special meeting
to deal with election of officers and
other yearly organizational matters
for 7 p.m. tonight.

The meeting will be held in the
council chambers at 28 S.
Washington St. The proceedings
are open to the public.

The council had initially intend-
ed to hold this meeting last
Thursday. It was rescheduled, how-
ever, because the council had failed
to comply fully with the meeting
notice requirements set forth in the
state's Open Door Law.
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PERSPECTIVESBanner
Letters to the Editor

EDITORIAL BOARD
Eric Cox - Editor & Publisher
Stacy Cox - General Manager

765-345-2292

“Freedom is hammered out on 
the anvil of discussion, dissent 

and debate.”
Hubert H. Humphreya responsible community newspaper

The Banner values reader opinions and welcomes letters
to the editor. To be considered for publication, letters must
be signed by the author and contain a phone number and
address for verification purposes. The Banner does not
guarantee the veracity of factual assertions contained in let-
ters to the editor, and their publication should in no way be
construed as the newspaper’s endorsement of the letters’
contents. The opinions represented in letters to the editor,
as well as any misstatement of fact therein, are solely those
of the letters’ authors. Letters to the editor may be edited,
and, ideally, should be no more than 300 words in length.

New Nazis Infiltrating America
Dear Editor,

Rural entrepreneurs are often important members of their communities.
The upcoming farm bill offers a significant opportunity to support those
entrepreneurs and their rural businesses through the Rural Microentrepre-
neur Assistance Program.

Created in the 2008 farm bill, the Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance
Program provides funds to third parties, such as nongovernmental organi-
zations and community development financial institutions, to provide
training, technical assistance and loans to rural entrepreneurs. Many entre-
preneurs served by this program are unable to access capital through tra-
ditional means.

One beneficiary of the Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program is
Chatterbox Brews, a restaurant in Tekamah, Neb., a town with a popula-
tion of 1,730. Owners Cindy Chatte and Britney Hansen saw an opportu-
nity to invest in Cindy’s rural hometown and to give back to the commu-
nity by offering a new type of establishment, a brewpub serving craft beers
and homestyle food.

With support from the Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program,
loan experts from the Center for Rural Affairs provided the two entrepre-
neurs with one-on-one counseling and technical assistance to secure
financing and realize their dream.

Today, Chatterbox Brews is thriving with daily lunch specials and a
seasonal farmers market. And, neighbors are responding. The excitement
has spurred even more development in the rural community.

Chatterbox Brew’s success is just one instance of a main street business
gaining momentum, thanks to the Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance
Program. The farm bill program supports small businesses and helps keep
rural communities, like Tekamah, vibrant. 

Anna Johnson
Center for Rural Affairs

Dear Editor,
What are your goals for 2018? For adults, the most popular resolutions

include exercise more, quit smoking, learn a new skill, and manage money
better. What about for kids? Should they also be making New Year’s res-
olutions? Studies show child goal setting can build their resilience, confi-
dence and motivation. Yet it is important that we understand how goal set-
ting is different for children. With the right approach and tools, building
our children’s ability to set appropriate goals can put them on a path to
long-term success.

As caring adults, we can set the conditions for our children to learn the
benefits of goal setting. In fact, experts agree that most children learn how
to set goals by continually watching their parents and mentors. Teaching
children how to set and achieve goals helps them learn the values of reflec-
tion and self-improvement. And reflective self-improvement, also called a
growth mindset, has been found to be a better predictor of future success
than IQ.

To be effective, children must drive the goal-setting process. To ensure
that the goals are truly those of the child and not a reflection of adult over-
reach, caring adults must play a supporting role, allowing the child to iden-
tify their unique goals. One approach, the ABCs of Goal Setting, from
Psychology Today, highlights that goals should be achievable and believ-
able, while involving personal commitment. EdWeek proposes a simple
"noun plus verb" structure, such as "read every night" or "attend home-
work groups." With any approach, it’s important to review plans regularly
and to anticipate that setbacks may occur and adjustments will be needed.

While goal setting can be started with children as young as 3 or 4, it is
important to adjust the approach based on the child’s age. At any age, start

See Letters, Page 12

Americans really aren’t all that American any more. 
Many of them don’t believe the core tenets of our

nation. They don’t believe everyone is created equal,
nor do they think people deserve an equal chance.

The notion that America is melting pot has gone right
out the kitchen window, as evidenced by so many peo-
ple heaping hate on immigrants. 

Immigrants built America, in case
you forgot.

You, yourself, are likely a descen-
dant of immigrants.

Call it fake news, lies - whatever
you want. Immigration is the heart of
America. Diversity is what strengthens
us - even in the face of tyrannical lead-
ers. I won’t mention any names.

So many people want to rewrite our
basic credos, making them more palat-
able to them and others like them. 

But, our way of life is stronger than the haters that
surround us. It’s outlasted the neo-Nazis, who think
Hitler was right. It outlasted Sen. Joe McCarthy and his
band of fear-mongering false patriots who tried to ostra-
cize people with differing political views - a totally un-
American practice that we’re seeing again here lately.

A dictator would have you believe that America
derives its power from the president of the United
States. A dictator doesn’t understand our system of
checks and balances. Instead, a dictator would try to be
the supreme leader of all branches of government -
another very, very un-American activity.

Hitler was like that. He was a dictator who forced his

will upon his people, many of whom knuckled under,
not wanting to rock the national boat. 

I even know people who had relatives fight against
Nazi Germany, who seem to have forgotten what
America was fighting against then. Nazis wanted to rule
the entire world - and they almost succeeded, taking

over Europe and a large swath of Asia
and Africa.

You’re reading this column in
English thanks to World War II veter-
ans who still believed in the American
Way - not the Nazi Way.

We can call all those who embrace
Hitler’s ideologies what they actually
are: neo-Nazis. Neo means new. So
these folks are aptly named “New
Nazis.”

Once upon a time it would’ve
seemed impossible that New Nazis could

get a foothold here in America, following World War II.
But, now I’m not so sure. We know the Ku Klux Klan
is active around here, along with several other hate
groups. I’m sure their ranks are full of New Nazis. I also
think many law enforcement agencies have been infil-
trated by these fake patriots.

Remember, Nazis convinced ordinary Germans that
certain groups of people were subhuman, that only their
race was worthy of life on this planet. Many of them,
who either participated directly or looked the other way
during the Jewish genocide, claimed to be Christians,
too. Like many Americans today, they were convinced
that burning hatred is a fair and equal trade for love.

Blah
Blah
Blah

by eric cox

War is War, No Matter What Decade
2008 started with the new expe-

rience of watching a loved one go
off to war in what was the largest
muster of troops in Indiana since
World War II. As I cooked my eld-
est grandson's favorite breakfast of
pancakes, I saw in my mind's eye
little Billy and the twins perched at
the bar, gobbling pancakes as
quickly as they were cooked. He is
"Bill" now, a man setting forth to
do manly things - too soon, too
soon!

Bundled up against the near-
zero temperature, we drove him
and his wife to the Indianapolis
Zoo, from where a shuttle bus took
us to the RCA Dome. I encountered
first-hand the Army slogan "Hurry
up and wait." We arrived shortly
after 9 a.m., but the proceedings
didn't begin until 1 p.m.

Some of the fellows didn't look
big enough to carry a rifle. A petite
girl in combat boots had one pack
on her back, another on her chest.
Guys who didn't look old enough to
be fathers cuddled babies. A couple
held hands, gazed soulfully into
one another's eyes, whispered, and
gave each other little pecks. Two
young wives sat in front of us, each
with a toddler.

While the crowd of over 20,000
waited, many of the 3,500 soldiers
came into the stands for final hugs.
Megan and Vicki will see Bill again
in Georgia before he leaves for
Iraq. Sitting there, I realized that all
of us, strangers to each other,
shared common emotions, fears
and hopes for these men and

women who are being sent to the
most dangerous duty of driving
Humvees and guarding supply car-
avans. It was hard to think of things
to say during those last hours. All
around me everyone spoke the
same language: "Love you!" "Love
you, too!" "Keep safe." "I will."
"Be careful." "I will." "Write!" A
young woman - really, just a girl -
said her goodbyes and then turned
when she reached the aisle and

blew a kiss: "Bye, Grams. Love
you!"

I saw no big displays of emo-
tion. This was a time for a stiff
upper lip. Those around me didn't
shed tears, but I suspect that many
were crying in their hearts as I was.
At last, the mayor of Indianapolis,
the governor, congressmen,
Senator Lugar and military brass
spoke. No doubt they were sincere,
but eventually words like "our
pride," "the nation is grateful to you
and your families for your sacri-
fice," "brave," "heroes," "a noble
cause," and "the best that Indiana

has to offer" fell on my ears like so
many gung-ho, morale-boosting
platitudes.

The speaker who resonated with
me was the mayor, who had left his
family to go off to war himself.

My life has been full of conflu-
ences where events run together.
The older we are, the more past
experiences we have to be evoked
by current events. I was just a kid
during World War II, but the mem-
ories are vivid: My parents, clucked
Beverly, needed a light while she
got ready to go to work at Perfect
Circle in Hagerstown. Knightstown
was under black-out orders lest a
light guide German bombers.
Mother said that I was helping the
war effort by stomping on tin cans
to flatten them before they were
turned in to be recycled. Mother
had a ration book with coupons for
sugar and shoes. At least one of my
sisters had a baby while her hus-
band was gone. Neighbor women
went with each other to the hospi-
tal. Beverly went with Lois Frazier
when Barbara was born.

Don't tell me that the Holocaust
didn't happen. I saw battered snap-
shots that my Knightstown brother-
in-law, Orville Jones, had of emaci-
ated people and skeletal bodies that
were stacked like cordwood in a
small concentration camp. Another
brother-in-law, Arnold Thurston,
lived through the Battle of the
Bulge, where he crawled on his
belly, directing tank traffic with a
whistle. "That wasn't when I was 

See Rose Mary, Page 6

Ramblings
By

Rose Mary

Rose Mary Clarke
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BITS & PIECES
Beginning Nov. 1 and contin-

uing through March, Historic
Knightstown Inc. will observe the
following hours of service: 10 a.m.-
12 p.m. each Friday and Saturday,
or by appointment. The museum
may be closed during major holi-
day weekends. For more informa-
tion or to schedule a visit, call
David Steele at 765-345-7585.

Larry Waters & Lifeboat, a
gospel singing group, will perform
at Knightstown Church of God,
405 North St., on Saturday, Jan. 20,
at 6 p.m. The public is invited to
this free concert. For more informa-
tion, call 317-936-5849 or 765-
345-7442.

Rush County Sheriff Jim
Cowan is hosting a ham and bean
supper on Friday, Jan. 19, 5-7 p.m.
in the Carthage Community Center.
The public is invited. A free will
offering will be accepted.

Motivational speaker Marc
Mero will speak at Knightstown

Follow  The  Banner  on  Facebook  and  Twitter!
BBrreeaakkiinngg  NNeewwss  -  UUnniiqquuee  PPhhoottooss  -  MMoorree!!

That’s all it takes to support
your hometown newspaper.
Sign up now for The Banner’s

popular online edition! 
Forty-nnine  cents  per  week  buys  
a  one-yyear  online  subscription.

wwww.thebanneronline.com/subscriptions.htm

High School on Tuesday, Jan. 16, at
6:30 p.m. in the school auditorium.
This free program, which is open to
the public, is designed to guide stu-
dents away from poor decision
making. 

Pam Shull will be teaching a
wool spinning workshop at the
Henry County Historical Society
(HCHS) museum on Jan. 13 from
1-4:30 p.m. The $35 participation
fee includes a $20 instructor's fee,
and a $15 materials fee. Call the
Henry County Historical Society at
765-529-4028 to reserve a spot,
since attendance is limited to 10.

The Shirley Octagon House is
open for free tours, by chance or
appointment. To get a free tour by
appointment, call 765-738-6736 or
812-583-0030.

Beautify Knightstown, Inc.
offers a welcome basket to all new
residents of Dunreith, Knightstown,
Charlottesville, Carthage and
Wilkinson. The baskets can be

obtained at the Knightstown Utility
Office. Any business, church or
organization is encouraged to pro-
vide items for these baskets such as
pens, cups, magnets, key chains,
coupons, brochures and  etc. For
more info call 317-345-9660.
Linda Lashbrook at  lnlash-
brook@gmail.com.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets
weekly, on Tuesdays, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Hoosier Gym (enter on East

side). Meetings will continue each
Tuesday at the same time and loca-
tion. For more info, call 765-571-
1662.

The Parish Clothes Closet,
located in the basement of Bethel
Presbyterian Church, 112 S.
Franklin St., Knightstown, is open
the last Thursday of each month
from 5-7 p.m. 

The  Knightstown Head
Start program, located at the

Hoosier Youth Challenge
Academy, still has openings for
age-eligible children for this
school year. The program is also
taking applications for the 2017-
2018 school year. Call 765-529-
4403 for more info.

News items for Bits & Pieces
may be submitted to
thebanner@embarqmail.com.
Articles may be edited. for length
and clarity.

Knightstown Church of God
405 E. North St., Knightstown

Sunday School ... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Night ... 6 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study Prayer Service ... 6 p.m.

The Public is Always Invited!

Henry County’s Only Original Crossword Puzzle! Brought to You by ...

Heritage Funeral Care
34 W. Main St., Knightstown - 765-345-2146

www.heritagefuneralcares.com
~ Compassionately caring for families ~

FORTY. NINE.
CENTS.

Parts and Service 
for All 

Major Brands!
765-524-8356

www.chewsappliancerepair.com
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Native American
ethnic groups
A U.S. Supreme
Court justice
Delivery room
exclamation (3
wds.)
What hybrid cars
use (2 wds.)
Cain’s brother is
able (2 wds.)
Actors Nick and
Charles
A matter in dis-
pute
2008 Pixar film
Firing an
employee
It Started in
Naples actress
Word of assent
Age starter?
San Sebastian
all-male choir
Agitated state
RBI or ERA, e.g.
Pie __ __ mode

nickname
Lennon’s love
Defective car
Springsteen debut,
Greetings from __
Park, N.J.
“It’s __ __ game.”
Student
Slyly disparaging
Alleviated
Cash ending?
Colts and Pacers,
e.g.
Standing vertical-
ly (3 wds.)
Prizing highly,
with “of”
For an additional
time
TV remote button
A considerable
amount (2 wds.)
Sha follower?
__ contendere: a
plea of  no contest
Diff’rent Strokes
actor Conrad
One of the largest

Laos continent
Brain activity
monitors
Surly angry
growl
Thor’s grand-
mother and night
personified in
Norse mythology

DOWN
Jai __
Louse eggs
Type of prize
Prison residents
Surrounded
Netanyahu’s

Deceive: tell __ __
One, in Berlin
Bible translation let-
ters
64-Across, e.g.
“__ __ __ to keep
my mouth shut!”
Affirmative vote
Coltrane highlight
Eternal
Heretics of Dune
hybrid creature
Country singer Tritt
is unable (2 wds.)
Long forearm bone
Conger fisherman

Came unwound
Celebrity
Gradually dimin-
ish vitality of
Isle of Wight river
Burden
Tesla’s Musk
Morning Joe net-
work
Tennis court
divider
Shelley’s elegy for
Keats
Boat propeller
Reside
Camping shelter

ACROSS
Brynner classic The
King __ __
Deadly virus
Church altar locale
Born Free’s Elsa,
e.g.
Dressed to the __
Tic beginning?
Little Boy, e.g.
A sea nymph from
Greek mythology
Golda Meir, e.g.
Think __ the box
Cambodian bowed
string instrument
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Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle

The Henry County Community Foundation recent-
ly announced the availability of more than 135 schol-
arships to high school and college students for the
2018-2019 school year. Interested students can visit
www.henrycountycf.org to review the criteria for each
scholarship. All scholarships for the foundation must
now be submitted online via the application website.
Deadline for scholarship submission is Friday, March
2, at 5 p.m.

New Foundation Scholarships
A new scholarship this year is the Janet M. Koger

Memorial Scholarship is available to graduating sen-
iors who are Henry County residents.  Students must
be pursuing a degree in Elementary Education and
have at least a 2.5 GPA. Preference will be given to
those with pre-professional AAFCS certification in
Education Fundamentals or Early Childhood
Education, dual credits and/or those taking Education
Careers classes at the New Castle Career Center.

The Detective Sergeant Jim and Libby Mastin
Scholarship will award one scholarship to a New
Castle High School graduating senior this spring.
Students applying for the scholarship must be current-
ly enrolled in at New Castle High School and be pur-

suing a two- or four-year post-secondary degree in
forensics, criminology or criminal justice.

The Mary Louise Modlin Scholarship is also avail-
able to New Castle High School graduating seniors
and current college students who attend I.U. East part-
time or more. The scholarship gives preference to non-
traditional students, or those who have sat out of col-
lege for a full year or more.

Also available to students this year is the New
Castle-Henry County Chamber of Commerce
Scholarship, which is open to both graduating seniors
and current college students. Applicants must have a
2.5 GPA or higher, and be pursuing post-secondary
certification, vocational, a two- or four-year degree,
masters, or Ph.D. program.

To access the online application and see individual
scholarship requirements, visit the foundation website
at www.henrycountycf.org.  Applications must be sub-
mitted online by Friday, March 2, at 5 p.m. According
to the foundation, the number of scholarships available
continue to grow each year because of the generosity
of donors. For more information on the scholarship
program, contact the foundation office at 765-529-
2235.

Several New Scholarships Available Now
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Eva Hatcher, Knightstown High School’s First
Female Wrestler, Says She Enjoys the Sport

THIS SECTION SPONSORED BY

MEETINGS CALENDAR
by Logan Cox

for The Banner
"I've lived in Knightstown since I was about two,"

said Eva Hatcher, the first girl - ever - to join
Knightstown High School's wrestling team. "I've
always been a proud Panther!"

Hatcher, a senior at KHS, is open about the fact
that she is not a born athlete. Although she has been a
part of girls tennis for three years,
she also admits to having unsuccess-
fully tried out for the golf club dur-
ing the fall.

"I'm probably one of the least
athletically inclined people you'll
ever meet," she said. "I've always
done band and choir and those
things."

In spite of that, wrestling is an
activity that has interested Hatcher
for years. But, it wasn't until 2017
that she finally decided to act on that
interest.

"I've always wanted to join but I
was always too afraid to," said
Hatcher. "This year I was in the room during the call-
out meeting anyway, so I just wrote down my name
and weight and here we are!"

Although she's still making her way through her
first year on the wrestling team, Hatcher has already
developed great enthusiasm for the the sport.

"I really wish I'd started wrestling sooner," she
said. "I had no idea I'd enjoy it as much as I do! "

Hatcher's joy as a wrestler has not gone unrecog-
nized, nor has her commitment to the activity and
what it requires of her.

"Eva came to us in her senior year," said Jared
Evans, KHS wrestling coach. "She is a very dedicat-
ed individual who has picked up on the sport quick-
ly. She works hard and has a desire to be the best she
can be."

The support of coaches like Evans provides good
motivation for Hatcher to continue putting forth her
best efforts.

"Mr. Evans is really a joy to be
around," said Hatcher. "He's an
inspiring coach. Evans always push-
es me to do my absolute best and
makes sure I get the help I need if I
don't understand a move or some-
thing of that nature. I should also
add that he's always encouraging,
and if I'm feeling down on myself
after a match or a tough practice he
never fails to lift me up."

While there were some initial
feelings of awkwardness as the first
and only girl to join the school's all
male wrestling team, Hatcher was
pleased to find acceptance from

both her coaches and fellow wrestlers.
"At first I felt a bit alien," she said. "But everyone

was pretty welcoming, especially all of my coaches.
They just treat me as one of the guys. They practice
hard with me and hold me to the same standard. The
whole team is supportive and helpful." 

Hatcher placed second in the Indiana High School
Girls Wrestling (IHSGW) regional tournament last
Friday. This Friday, she will go on to compete in
IHSGW's state finals at Lawrence North High School
in Indianapolis.

Wed., Jan. 10 – Hancock
Co. Council meeting, 8:30 a.m.,
courthouse annex room 101,
Greenfield

Wed., Jan. 10 – Rush Co.
Council meeting, 9 a.m., court-
house assembly room, Rushville

Wed., Jan. 10 – Henry Co.
Commissioners meeting, 6
p.m., old circuit court room,
New Castle

Wed., Jan. 10 – Rush Co.
Area Plan Commission meet-
ing, 6 p.m., courthouse assem-
bly room, Rushville

Wed., Jan. 10 – Rush Co.
Board of Zoning Appeals meet-
ing, 7 p.m., courthouse assem-
bly room, Rushville

Thurs., Jan. 11 – Hancock
Co. Planning Commission tech-
nical committee meeting, 9
a.m., courthouse annex room

101, Greenfield
Thurs., Jan. 11 – Lewisville

Town Council, 6 p.m., Houston
Brick, 101 E. Main St.

Mon., Jan. 15 – County gov-
ernment offices closed for
Martin Luther King Day

Mon., Jan. 15 – Eastern
Hancock School Board meet-
ing, 7 p.m., corporation office

Tues., Jan. 16 – Hancock
Co. Commissioners meeting, 8
a.m., courthouse annex room
101, Greenfield

Tues., Jan. 16 – Charles A.
Beard Memorial School board
meeting, 7 p.m., high school
media center

Thurs., Jan. 18 – Hancock
Co. Planning Commission plat
committee meeting, 8:30 a.m.,
courthouse annex room 101,
Greenfield

Rose Mary, from Page 4
the most scared," he said. "It was
when I was going down a narrow
road on a motorcycle, and a plane
strafed me. I jumped off into the
ditch, and the motorcycle went on
down the road. Messed my pants!"
I remember well Beverly's anxiety
and depression when she didn't hear
from Donald for many months.
Eventually, he came home a
changed man from his duty as a

radio operator on flights over the
"Hump' - the Himalayas - from
India to China, one of the most haz-
ardous duties because of turbu-
lence, icing on the wings and the
difficulty of getting the heavily
laden planes over the mountains.

I've seen from a lifetime of wit-
nessing wars that they take on a
momentum of their own. One waits
and one hopes.

With the record cold tempera-
tures currently making its way
through the state, the Indiana
Housing and Community
Development Authority (IHCDA)
would like to remind Hoosiers of
the Low Income Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP). The winter
assistance period, which began
Nov. 1, offers qualifying Hoosiers a
one-time payment to use towards
their heat and electric bills.

"During these extreme tempera-
tures, it is important that low-to-
moderate income Hoosiers have a
way to ensure the heat stays on in
their homes," said Lt. Governor
Suzanne Crouch, who serves as
board chair for IHCDA. "I encour-
age anyone who is in need of assis-
tance paying their utility bill to call
2-1-1 and ask for the energy assis-
tance program local service
provider in their county."

Applications are being accepted
by community-based organizations
under contract with IHCDA. These
21 community organizations
referred to as "Local Service
Providers" (LSPs) cover all 92
Indiana counties. Individuals seek-
ing assistance can apply in person,
through the mail-in or at another sub-
contractor at the location that servic-
es their county. Individuals without
Internet access are encouraged to call
2-1-1 and ask for the EAP service
provider in their county.

Households may qualify if their
income does not exceed 150 per-
cent of federal poverty level. For
example, the income limit for the
2017-2018 program year is
$36,900 for a household of four.
LSPs can help clients calculate the
countable income towards the limit.

Households who apply for EAP
may be protected under
Moratorium. The Moratorium law
(Indiana Code 8-1-2-121) states
that during the period from Dec. 1
through March 15 of any year, a
utility company may not turn off
residential utility service to any
customer who is eligible for and
who has applied for EAP. This
includes utilities that are electric or
gas, including a municipally
owned, privately owned, or cooper-
atively owned utility.

The program also has the ability
to help households in an energy cri-
sis, such as disconnect or a house-
hold running out of bulk fuel.
Individuals facing an energy crisis
should contact the community-
based organization in their county
immediately.

The LIHEAP Block Grant is a
non-competitive, federally funded
block grant offered through the
U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS). LIHEAP
provides financial assistance to
low-income households to maintain
their home utility services.

Since July 1, 2006, the block
grant has been administered by
IHCDA. During the 2016-17 win-
ter assistance period that ended on
May 13, a total of 101,300 house-
holds were served and received an
average benefit of $510.

Help Available for Families
Seeking Heat Bill Assistance
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HENRY COUNTY
GLASS & MIRROR, INC.

YOUR REPLACEMENT WINDOW SPECIALIST
Fast, Dependable Service at Fair Prices
Serving Henry & Surrounding Counties 

For Over 16 Years
Free Estimates  Insurance Approved
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Henry County Glass & Mirror Inc.
1018 Woodward Ave., New Castle, IN 47362
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765-529-8455 - E-mail: rachel@hcgm.comcastbiz.net

A recent memorial gift left to the Knightstown
Hoosier Gym Endowment at the Henry County
Community Foundation (HCCF) is rooted in a
Knightstown native’s memories of her hometown.

Clayton and Annabel Graham raised three sons
in Knightstown. Wallace was a graduate of
Knightstown High School’s class of 1946 and Jack
was in the class of 1947. Sherman died before
graduation.

Mary Josephine Henderson, a graduate of
Carthage High School, met Jack Graham and they

got married. Mary was a registered nurse and later a real estate agent.
According to HCCF, the Grahams never forgot their roots. Even after
moving to Sun City, Ariz., in 1990 they continued to remember where
they came from. “Their mindset was always to give back, to remember
the places and things that impacted their early years,” an HCCF press
release said.

After Jack’s death in 2004, Mary moved back to Indiana, where she
lived out her remaining years. In July of 2017 Mary also died. 

On behalf of the Mary J. Graham Estate, the Henry County
Community Foundation received a bequest to be designated for the
Hoosier Gym Community Center Endowment Fund - a gift that will
benefit the Hoosier Gym annually and continue giving forever. 

“Realizing this story will never end is the most wonderful gift of
all,” HCCF said. “The Graham’s were passionate about giving back
and about making sure they provided for the things that meant the most
to them.”

To learn more about HCCF go to www.henrycountycf.org.

Former Knightstown Resident
Gives Hoosier Gym a Boost

Mary Graham

The DNR is asking deer hunters
for continued help with a disease
surveillance program in Franklin
and Fayette counties.

State biologists are sampling
deer harvested from portions of
those two counties for bovine
tuberculosis (bTB). But after a
slow start to the deer firearms sea-
son, the program is running
behind. Biologists have collected
just 30 percent of the samples
needed from hunters to reach their
surveillance goal, largely because
of inclement weather on the open-
ing weekend of firearms season.

Muzzleloader season for deer
started Saturday, Dec. 9, ran
through Christmas Eve, and was an
excellent opportunity for hunters to
help. DNR continued to collect
samples from deer harvested with-
in this “bTB” surveillance zone
through Jan. 7 (excluding several
days around Christmas).

The DNR is asking those who
hunt in the surveillance zone dur-

ing muzzleloader and other
remaining deer seasons to submit
deer for sampling. The preference
is for bucks that are 2 years old or
older, but all deer will be accepted
for testing. The DNR hopes to
sample between 500 and 1,200
deer, depending on age.

If the DNR does not reach its
sampling goal, the agency may
take additional deer for surveil-
lance purposes.

Hunters who submit a deer for
testing will be entered into a draw-
ing for one of 10 authorizations to
take an additional buck from any-
where in Indiana (with landowner
permission) during the 2018-2019
deer hunting season. Hunters who
bring the DNR a buck at least 2
years old will receive 10 entries
into the drawing. Hunters who
bring in does that are at least 2
years old will receive three entries
into the drawing. Hunters who
bring in yearlings will receive one
entry into the drawing. Entries are

cumulative — hunters who bring
in multiple deer will have an even
better chance of winning.

The surveillance zone is the
area south of State Road 44 and
west of State Road 1 in Fayette
County, and in the northwest por-
tion of Franklin County, west of
Brookville Lake. See a map at
wildlife.IN.gov/9320.htm.

Surveillance involves collecting
and testing lymph nodes from the
head and neck of deer harvested by
hunters and voluntarily submitted
for evaluation.

Hunters can bring their deer to a
biological check station at the
Whitewater Canal State Historic
Site maintenance facility in
Metamora, 19083 Clayborn St.,
and to Mustin’s Processing in
Connersville, or Hunters Choice in
Brookville.

For more information, visit
wildlife.IN.gov/9320.htm.

Austin Schindler of Lewisville has achieved a place on the University
of Evansville dean's list for academic achievements during the fall semes-
ter 2017. Schindler is majoring in computer engineering.

To make the dean's list, a student must earn at least a 3.5 grade point
average on a 4.0 scale.

Lewisville’s Austin Schindler
Earns Spot on Dean’s List

In Memory of
Bryant Joseph Neal

When your beautiful heart
stopped beating, our hearts

just broke in two,
knowing that here on earth
there will never be another

like you.
Happy Birthday, Joe,

on Jan. 13.
We miss you and we will

always love you.

Gram & Pop

New Castle-Henry County Public Library is
encouraging active minds during the annual winter
reading program. The program runs from Friday
through Feb. 25 and focuses on reading books and
attending library programs.

Teens and adults can register at the main service
desk or on the bookmobile, and participants can write
review slips for reading books and attending events.
Each slip qualifies the participant for a prize entry. The
grand prize for adults is a Keurig coffee maker, and
teens can win an Instax instant camera.

Children can stop by the Children’s Department or

the bookmobile for a “Year of the Dog” doghouse
reading log. Each participant can fill in the log by read-
ing or being read to and completing other activities on
the log. When the log is halfway complete and again
when the log is fully complete, participants can bring
it in for a prize and an entry for the grand prize. The
grand prize is one of two gift baskets. All winners will
be announced February 26.

The library hosts several events during the winter.
Look for a full schedule at www.nchcpl.org under the
Events link or follow New Castle-Henry County
Public Library on Facebook and Twitter.

Loan limits have also increased. The VA announced that 2018 VA loan
limits are up from a baseline of $424,100 to $453,100, effective Jan. 1. and
the high-cost ceiling has increased from $636,150 to $679,650.

But one of the biggest benefits of all is a more relaxed credit score
requirements. The VA doesn’t require borrowers to meet any credit score
requirement but the lenders do. VA lenders are typically looking for a cred-
it score of at least 620. In fact, that “Fair” credit score benchmark represents
another significant benefit of VA home loans. For more information go to -
www.benefits.va.gov/HOMELOANS/irrrl.asp.

Now stay warm out there. It’s not going to be a pretty winter. For more
information about these and other VA and Indiana veteran benefits, call the
Veterans Service Office at 765-529-4305 or jguglielmi@henryco.net. My
office is located on the first floor of the old courthouse. Hours are 7 a.m. till
noon, Tuesday through Friday.

Veterans, from Page 8

IInnddiiaannaa  MMeennttoorr
NNooww  HHiirriinngg iinn  GGrreeeennffiieelldd

$11/hr.

Apply Online at www.in-mentor.com

Hunters Asked to Help Track Deer Disease

County Library’s Annual Winter Reading Program Underway

Candidacy Filing Now Open
Candidates seeking public

office this year may begin filing
their declarations of candidacy for
the 2018 Primary Election today,
Wednesday, Jan. 10, with the sec-
retary of state or county election
board. Filing will remain open
until 12 p.m. local time on Friday,
Feb. 9.

A candidate seeking nomination
by a major political party may file,
as well as independent or minor
party candidates and state conven-
tion delegates. Candidates for U.S.
Senate may begin filing petitions
of nomination with county voter
registration offices for verification

of petition signatures.
“Electoral participation is the

bedrock of our constitutional form
of government, and I congratulate
those individuals who have made
the decision to enter public serv-
ice,” said Secretary of State
Connie Lawson. “I encourage all
candidates to pay careful attention
to the policies and deadlines set
forth by the laws of our state, and
to file the appropriate documents
sooner rather than later to avoid
unnecessary mistakes and ensure
an easy and efficient process for
all parties involved.”

Candidates may file their decla-

ration of candidacy (form CAN-2)
with the secretary of state or the
Indiana Election Division. The
Secretary of State’s Office is locat-
ed in Room 201 of the Indiana
Statehouse, 200 W. Washington
St., Indianapolis. 

The election division is locat-
ed in Room E-204 of the Indiana
Government Center, 302 W.
Washington St., Indianapolis.
Offices are open from 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.

Further information can be
found by calling the election divi-
sion at 317-232-3939, or visiting
www.in.gov/elections. 
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LOCAL SPORTS
Tri Holds Shenandoah Scoreless in OT to Win County Title

by Stacy Cox
Sports Editor

Tri and Shenandoah’s varsity
girls basketball teams put on quite
a show for fans who came out on a
frigid  Saturday night to see the
championship games of the Henry
County Tourney at Shenandoah
High School.

The Lady Raiders rallied in the
fourth quarter to take the lead and
the Lady Titans tied it up at 39
before the buzzer rang to send the
game into overtime where Tri
dominated the extra minutes to
win 46-39.

The score was close through-
out, with Tri going up by one
bucket, 10-8, to end the first quar-
ter. The Lady Raiders outscored
the Lady Titans 9-8 in the second
quarter to put the score at 18-17 to
end the first half.

Tri came out of the halftime
break with renewed energy and
put 14 points on the board while
holding the Lady Raiders to 10,
boosting their lead to five, 32-27,
at the end of the third.

Shenandoah stepped up its
defense to kick off the fourth quar-
ter, frustrating Tri into turning the
ball over and providing the Raider
girls the opportunity to hit some
shots to take the lead, 34-32, with
six and a half minutes left.

Tri tied it up at 34 with two
Payton Moore free throws. The
Lady Raiders took the lead again
with a free throw and Moore
scored two with a basket down
low to take the lead back for Tri,
36-35. With five minutes left,
Shenandoah spent much of the rest
of the game dribbling and passing
around the perimeter, getting to
the charity line four more times to
go up 39-36.

Despite a big crowd for the
Lady Raiders, including a toga-
wearing student section getting
hyped up for the boys’champi-
onship game to follow, Tri fans
rose to their feet to cheer on the
Lady Titan defense. Their encour-
agement worked and the Lady
Titans’defense held.

Tri freshman Maddie Burchett
drove the ball up the court and
whipped a pass in to Moore on the
low post. Moore’s shot rolled off
the rim but she got her own
rebound and put it back up. This
time the shot went down and she
picked up the foul, sending her to

the line where she tied up the
game at 39 with 1:52 left on the
clock.

The Lady Raiders again
worked time off the clock until
their coach called for a timeout
with 10.7 seconds left to set up a
final play. But, the Lady Titans’
defense played smart and

Shenandoah’s final shot bounced
off the rim to send the game into
overtime.

It was all Tri in the extra period.
Tri recovered the ball after a failed
shot attempt by Buchett.
Following a timeout, the Lady
Titans got the ball into the low

post to Moore who had heavy cov-
erage as she went up for the bas-
ket. Moore was dejected and
brought down to the floor but
Averi Phelps was there for the
rebound and put-back to give the
Lady Titans a two-point lead, 41-
39. It was the 6’2 freshman
Phelps’ only shot attempt in the

game.
Shenandoah worked the ball

around but Tri’s defense deflected
it out of bounds and the Lady
Raiders next attempt at a shot
proved unsuccessful. Breanna
Reece came up with another cru-
cial rebound and then found an

opening on the other end to go in
for the easy layup to give the Lady
Titans a 43-39 lead with 1:11 left.

A three-point shot attempt by
Shenandoah missed the mark and
Moore came up with the rebound.
The Lady Titans moved the ball
around until senior Lauren
Bouslog pulled up for a short
jumper that bounced off the rimbut
Tri got the rebound, giving
Bouslog another chance. Her sec-
ond attempt dropped in to give Tri
a 45-39 lead with 24 seconds left.

Shenandoah attempted another
shot from behind the arc that
rebounded to Auburn Harvey who
was fouled. Harvey knocked down
one of the free throws and the
Lady Raiders hustled back for
another three-point attempt.
Moore got up to pull down the
rebound and dribbled out of the
clock to the cheering Titan fans.

Moore led the Lady Titans,
going 5-of-10 from the field and 8-
of-9 at the line for 18 points. She
pulled down nine rebounds, made
four blocks and one assist.

Harvey tied her career-best
with 13 points, including four
three-pointers, and grabbed two
rebounds with one assist.

Reece finished with seven
points, four rebounds and four
assists.

Bouslog had six points, two
rebounds, five assists and one
steal.

Phelps came up with six
rebounds. Her sole offensive
rebound came at a crucial time for
the Lady Titans that she put back
up to give Tri the lead in overtime.

Maddie Burchett added two
rebounds, one assist and a steal.

The win moved Tri’s season
record to 12-4.

Tri's varsity girls basketball players were beaming af ter cutting down the net following their victory over
Shenandoah Saturday night to win the Henry CountyT ourney championship title. (S tacy Cox photo)

Lady Panthers Fought to the End But
Lady Titans Advance with 46-40 Win
Knightstown never gave up until the final buzzer

but the ninth-ranked Tri Lady Titans ultimately
advanced out the first round of the Henry County
Tourney Friday night with the 46-40 win.

The Lady Titans went 0-14 from behind the arc
and were frustrated throughout with a tenacious
defense by the Lady Panthers that made it a game
until the final minutes.

Tri was ahead from the start, taking a 13-10 lead
after the first quarter. Knightstown outscored Tri in
the second quarter by a bucket, 11-9, to go into the
halftime break feeling optimistic down just a point.

The Lady Titans took their 22-21 lead to start the
second half and expanded it to 32-25 by the end of
the third.

The Lady Panthers rallied and pulled within five
with two and half minutes left. But, the Lady Titans
kept their composure, taking the ball inside and
drawing the fouls that gave the free throw opportuni-
ties to take the 46-40 win.

Payton Moore led the Lady Titans with 23 points,
nine rebounds, three blocks, two assists and a steal.

Lauren Bouslog finished with 10 points, one
rebound, one assist and one steal.

Averi Phelps contributed four points and six
rebounds.

Maddie Burchett had four points, two rebounds,
two steals and an assist.

Auburn Harvey struggled from the field but hit

two free throws and got two rebounds, three steals
and an assist.

Makenna Hawk also drained two free throws and
had one block and a rebound.

Breanna Reece came up with two rebounds, two
assists, one block and one steal.

Bayleigh Appleby added one point and a rebound.
The win pushed the Lady Titans’record to 11-4.
The Lady Panthers were led by Kaitlyn Jackson

and Jess Butler. Jackson topped the KHS scorers with
13 points and had three rebounds, three steals and one
assist.

Butler posted seven points and led on the board
with 10 rebounds, adding two steals and two assists.
She would later be named to the All-County team
along with Tri’ s Moore and Harvey.

Lori Thomas finished with nine points, five
rebounds, three assists and a steal.

Rena’Witham had five points and three rebounds,
but along with Butler helped to apply tough defensive
coverage on Tri’ s Moore throughout the game.

Katie Clark continued to play aggressively off the
bench. She posted two points, three rebounds, two
steals and one steal.

Maggie Smith had two points, three steals and one
rebound.

Liz Moore hit a basket and Kaitlynn McIntyre
made a steal.

The loss drops the Lady Panthers’record to 3-13.

FOR MORE SPORTS PHOTOS,
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

@knightstownbanner

Above, Knight stown sophomore Katie Clark makes off with one of her
two steals during the Lady Panthers' first round game of the Henry
County T ourney Friday night as T ri’ s Payton Moore (34) and Lauren
Bouslog (10) hustle to defend. (S tacy Cox photo)

At lef t, Tri's Payton Moore blocks
the shot of Knight stown's Lori
Thomas but picked up a foul on
the play to send Thomas to the
line during Friday night's Henry
County T ourney . (Stacy Cox
photo)
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Knight stown senior Garrett Thomas had a huge game tonight, leading
the Panthers to an overtime victory over Blue River V alley in the first
round of the Henry County T ourney . (Stacy Cox photo)

Knight stown's T reavor Cook t akes the ball to the hoop during Thursday's first round game of the Henry
County T ourney against Blue River V alley. (Stacy Cox photo)

Panthers Get 53-49 Overtime Win to Advance in County
Tourney, Fall to Shenandoah 31-62 in Championship Game

Knightstown’s varsity boys basketball team held
Blue River Valley to just three points in the fourth
quarter to send their first round game of the Henry
County Tourney into overtime last Thursday where
they prevailed in a 53-49 win to advance to the
championship game.

The game remained close throughout with Blue
River taking the early 16-14 lead at the end of the
first quarter. The Vikings outscored the Panthers by a
bucket again in the second quarter to take a four-
point lead, 26-22, into the locker room at the halftime
break.

The two teams had another close quarter in the
third with the Vikings again coming out on top, 15-
14, to go up five points, 41-36, heading into the
fourth quarter.

That’s when the Panthers kicked in the defensive
intensity and tied the game up at 44 to send it into
overtime where they continued to frustrate the Viking
offense, outpacing them 9-5 in the extra minutes to
get the win.

Senior Garrett Thomas had the best game of his
career and his second straight double-double with 22
points and 12 rebounds.

Jarred Porter, who would later be named to the
All-County team, posted 12 points, three rebounds,
two assists and a steal.

Jose Olivo had six points, four rebounds, five
assists and one steal.

Treavor Cook finished with five points, two
rebounds, one assist and a steal.

Tucker Personett knocked down a three-pointer
and grabbed six rebounds with two assists and one
steal.

Owen Wiles also hit a shot from long range for
three points, adding two rebounds and a steal.

Tyler Burton made one bucket and two assists.
The win pushed the Panther record to 5-5.
On Saturday, the Panthers returned to Shenandoah

High School to take on the host school for the Henry
County championship.

But, the Raiders’cranked up full-court pressure
defense shook the Panthers up from the start.
Shenandoah would go on to win the championship
with a 62-31 win over Knightstown.

Despite the intense defense, the Panthers were
down just six, 17-11, at the end of the first quarter.
But, then the Panthers’scoring fell off dramatically.
The Raiders outscored the Panthers 16-7 in the sec-
ond quarter, 16-5 in the third quarter and 13-8 in the
final period.

Porter led the Panthers with 16 points, five
rebounds and one steal.

Wiles had a solid game for the Panthers with seven
points, four rebounds and two steals.

Tyler Burton, despite taking a nasty fall only min-
utes into the game, was bandaged up and came back
in to contribute three points, four rebounds and a
steal.

Lane Parker hit a bucket and made four rebounds
and one steal.

Personett also made one basket along with one
rebound and one assist.

Olivo had one point, two steals and an assist.
Thomas was shut down by the Raiders and fin-

ished with three rebounds.
Chase Burton made two assists and a steal while

Cook came up with two rebounds.
James Lukens and Dallas Edwards each had one

rebound. Edwards also made a steal.
The loss dropped the Panthers to 5-6 on the sea-

son.

Knight stown senior T yler Burton looks to make a p ass during the
Panthers' game against Blue River V alley Thursday night in the first
round of the Henry County T ourney . (Stacy Cox photo)

You Only Have One Hometown Newspaper!

We’d Sure Appreciate Your Support.

convenient online

subscriptions $25/year;

mailed print subscriptions

$40/year in state
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Seniors on Knight stown’ s varsity wrestling team gathered for a photo following their match with T ri High last W ednesday . Those seniors
include (kneeling, l-r) Bruce Nichols, Kaleb Buchanan, Jacob Hanna, Michael W eiland and (st anding, l-r) assist ant coach Drew Jessup, Eva
Hatcher , Thomas Sollars, Connor Brockman, Collin Ferree, managers Josie Riggs and Mica Black, head coach Jared Evans and Burias W isner .

(Top lef t) Knight stown senior
Connor Brockman and T ri sen -
ior Ryan Mogg face off during
the match last W ednesday
night between the Panthers and
the Titans. It was a hard-fought
duel but Brockman prevailed to
get the win.

(Top right) T ri freshman James
Cornes was dominated from
the st art by Knight stown senior
Kaleb Buchanan during their
match last week for the
Panthers' Senior Night. 

(Bottom lef t) Knight stown sen -
ior Thomas Sollars and T ri sen -
ior Kennedy Louks battle it out
in the 1 13-lb weight class
match. Sollars eventually won
the match.

(Bottom right) Knight stown
senior Burias W isner had to dig
deep to come up with the win
against a tough freshman
Clayton Scott.

The seniors on T ri’ s varsity wrestling team include (l-r) manager Alyssa Nuzzi, Kennedy Louks, Josiah
Jackson, Justin Greene, Ryan Mogg and Logan Anderson.

Knightstown Wrestlers Defeat Tri 67-3 on Senior Night

Tri's Josiah Jackson was the sole winner for the T itan wrestling team
when they took on the sixth-ranked Panthers last week.

Jacob Hanna reaches out to
shake the hand of his opponent
after his win.

Stacy Cox photos

Sixth-ranked Panthers
encountered tough

competition from the
Titans but ultimately
came out the winners
in all but one match

on Senior Night
last Wednesday
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CHILDCARE - in my home.
CPR and First Aid certified.
Reasonable and dependable.
345-7284 (TFN)

HELP WANTED - The House of
Kids Inc. in Greenfield is looking
to hire full time and part time
childcare workers. If interested
please call 317-462-8478. (1/10)

CHILD CARE

HELPWANTED

YOGA - Chair yoga. All ages,
all levels. See everyoneisayo-
gi.com for schedule. Be Still
and Heal Center. Call 212-203-
7588 or contact  

erinhaldrup@gmail.com. (tfn)

YOGA CLASSES
DOG or CAT GROOMING - $25
for full groom. 905 W. South Dr.,
Knightstown. Call 614-917-9964
to schedule an appointment.
FRED ZEILINGA Excavating.
765-565-6702. Septic systems,
top soil, gravel, stone.
VAIL’S CONCRETE - Comm-
ercial and residential. Free esti-
mates. Fully insured. 765-623-
2593. 40 years experience. (TFN)

FOR RENTSERVICES

KNIGHTSTOWN
ACADEMY PLACE APARTMENTS
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, 62 years or older, disabled
(regardless of age). Rent based on income (if qualified),
Barrier Free Available. Contact Dawn, 765-345-7789.
Equal Housing Opportunity, This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and employer. TDD 800-649-3777

PET ADOPTION

FOR SALE - 2010 Mercury
Grand Marquis LS, 78,800
miles, $8,000 or best offer. Call
317-372-7915. (1-24)

SEASONED FIREWOOD - $60
per truckload. You haul. 765-
571-2278. (2-25)

Country Cottage Dreams
Happy New Year! It's freezing
outside so come on into K-Town
Flea Market & Antiques- Feed
sacks, Tools, Glassware,
Antiques, Unique, Rare,
Everyday - We have something
for everyone!!! Booth 108
Country Cottage Dreams.
CHARLYNN DESIGNS online
store now open. Visit charlyn-
ndesigns.com for more store
information and to see our new
items. Be sure to follow us on
social media.

FOR SALE

U-HAUL RENTALS

SERVICECENTER
The Banner’s “At Your Service”

Call 345-2292 for information on how to advertise here!
INSURANCE TREE SERVICE LAWN MOWER SALES & SERVICE

ROOFING LOCAL TOWING SERVICE

Smith’s Tree Service
TREE  TRIMMING

and  REMOVAL
Harold Smith & Son
TOOTTAALL SSTTUUMMPP RREEMMOOVVAALL

BUUCCKKEETT TTRRUUCCKK EEQQUUIIPPPPEEDD

fully insured 
free estimates

1-800-825-6370

WATT
ROOFING

Serving Henry, Rush, Wayne 
and Hancock Counties

Free Roofing Estimates
New Roofs, Tear Offs & Reroofs

Licensed & Insured
765-529-9161

Payne’s Auto Parts
 24-hhour  wrecker  

service
Cash  for  cars  &

trucks  with  quick  pick-uup

Call 317-936-9583 
or Toll-free 1-866-936-9583

Charlottesville, Indiana

Turn to Tweedy
for your U-Haul Needs!

TWEEDY LUMBER
DO-IT CENTER

100  S.  Perkins,  Rushville
765-9932-33981
800-4441-55550

Banner Classifieds

Give “Karl”a home!
This handsome 
1-year-old male
Russian Blue is
very playful and

cuddly. Come see
him today!
New Castle-Henry County 

Animal Shelter
11 Midway Dr., New Castle 

Call 765-529-8131

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR

JUST

$12.00
PER WEEK

OPPORTUNITY

HELP WANTED
Knightstown Police Dept. is accepting

applications to establish a hiring list for
various positions including full time

police officers, reserve police officers and
part time dispatchers.  Applications and

information may be picked up at the
Knightstown Police Dept. or requested by

email at knightstownpd@gmail.com.
please visit

thebanneronline.com
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the conversation by simply asking children what they would like to do this
year. Michelle Borba, parenting expert and author of the recent book
"UnSelfie," suggests then using this formula: "I will" plus "what," "when"
and "how." For younger kids, the formula simplifies to "I will" plus
"what." Goals such as learning to tie shoes or memorize simple addition
facts are realistic for little ones and can later grow to be more complex.

Psychology Today says a key in goal setting is to listen to the child and
focus on the process of improvement rather than the product. We also can
help by ensuring that our kids don’t set too many goals or select goals that
are too complex or too simplistic. Many experts suggest that by selecting
goals that are just out of reach we can teach children to try new things.

At the same time, kids need to see and understand that self-improve-
ment takes time and that setbacks are normal. Show them the struggles
you’ve encountered to reach your own goals. There are many great biog-
raphies, such as those of Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Edison and many
Olympic athletes, that highlight the essential connection between goals,
failure and success.

Goal setting holds the promise of helping kids in many parts of their
lives, and experts recommend looking beyond academics. When youth are
overscheduled and stressed, they may need to identify goals and action
steps that foster relaxation and fun as part of their lives. Borba recom-
mends we promote this balance by helping children set and achieve char-
acter goals. Character goals aim at cultivating "we-thinkers" instead of
"me-thinkers," helping kids become better individuals and community
members through building traits such as caring, courtesy, respect,
patience, generosity and truthfulness. Another way to reinforce the impor-
tance of these character goals is for the entire family to identify and work
towards a shared goal, such as listening more or reaching out to elderly rel-
atives.

In 2018, instead of just telling your child they are smart, you can teach
them that they are capable of taking on challenges that can result in
growth. Listen to their goals, help them define the larger strategy and nec-
essary daily actions, then provide lots of cheering, encouragement in the
face of setbacks, and unconditional support. As we aim to grow and nur-
ture our future leaders, goal setting may be the key to building motivated,
resilient and hopeful kids. And it’s a goal we can all share.

Tami Silverman, president and CEO
Indiana Youth Institute

Letters, from Page 4

Grant, from Page 1

trial court judges discretion to enter judgment on a Class D (or Level 6)
felony as a Class A misdemeanor.

In his sentencing order, Witham noted four mitigating factors: Wilson
had no prior criminal history; Witham felt Wilson was likely to respond
affirmatively to probation; Wilson's character and attitudes indicated he
was unlikely to commit another crime; and imprisonment would have
resulted in undue hardship to Wilson or his dependents, which include
three minor children.

While pleased to avoid a felony conviction and to have the 12 drug deal-
ing and 13 unlawful distribution/dispensation of drugs charges dropped,
Wilson is still upset that he was prosecuted at all.

Saying he thought the police "did a poor job" of investigating the case,
Wilson described his prosecution as "a joke" and "a witch hunt." He said
he thought Bergacs' agreement to dismiss the initial 25 felony counts with
which he'd been charged ended up making the prosecutor look "like a fool
… an absolute fool."

"I am an outstanding veterinarian," Wilson told The Banner. "I've
worked hard my whole life to have a very, very good reputation. … I never
sold anybody any drugs. I never prescribed anything for anybody except
for dogs."

While Wilson continues to operate his veterinary clinic, he said the state
attorney general is trying to have his license revoked. He said he has a hear-

ing before the licensing board later this month that could determine
whether he is able to continue with his profession, and, if so, whether there
will be any restrictions placed on him.

Bergacs also told The Banner on Monday that he was not pleased with
the outcome of the case. While he said the believed dismissing the initial 25
felony charges in exchange for Wilson pleading guilty to the record-keeping
offense was the right decision, he said he had argued at last week's hearing
that Wilson's conviction should have been for a felony, not a misdemeanor.

"I was really disappointed by the sentence," Bergacs said. "... A felony
conviction was really what I wanted. … I argued for a felony sentence
because I felt that's what (Wilson) deserved."

The Banner asked Bergacs whether his office had perhaps made a mis-
take by charging Wilson with those first 25 felony counts that ended up
being dismissed pursuant to the plea agreement. Was this really just a case
where there had been bad record keeping on Wilson's part?

"Oh no," Bergacs said. "It was more than that." He said he still stands
by his decision to charge Wilson with the 25 felony counts he had initially
faced and that he believes there was probable cause to charge Wilson with
those crimes.

"Sometimes it's not what you know, it's what you can prove," Bergacs
said. "Honestly, I share the concerns that everyone else does: that this just
kind of looks like a slap on the wrist. In many respects, it is."

Witch Hunt, from Page 1

his veterinary clinic.
James allegedly told officers Wilson had written the prescriptions for

her dog, which she said had bitten one of her children, although court doc-
uments indicate the New Castle-Henry County Animal Control was unable
to find any report of a dog bite.

In the days that followed, investigators uncovered several other
instances where James had turned in other prescriptions for alprazolam for
her dog at other New Castle pharmacies and one in Knightstown. These
prescriptions, all purportedly written by Wilson, dated back to August
2013.

James eventually told investigators Wilson had written her multiple
prescriptions for alprazolam for her personal use treating seizures she had.
She also reportedly told them Wilson had also authorized her to write pre-
scriptions to herself and sign his name.

After a search warrant was served at Wilson's veterinary practice,
James told police Wilson had stopped writing her prescriptions, but would
still give her the drug from his office supply. Court documents say she also
told officers Wilson gave other female employees at his clinic controlled
substances and marijuana, and that a friend of hers had also obtained pre-
scriptions from Wilson for alprazolam without even taking his dog into see
the veterinarian.

According to what police included in their report, James said that
Wilson had been treating her for a thyroid condition by giving her med-
ication normally used for animals. Investigators allege she told them
Wilson would sometimes treat people who did not have insurance and
were unable to afford to see a medical doctor.

Wilson allegedly told police the alprazolam prescriptions he had writ-
ten to James, who he said he planned to marry, had been to help control
her dog's aggressiveness. However, according to investigators, Wilson had
not seen James' dog since March 2013 for any aggression issues.

Investigators also reportedly asked Wilson about an alprazolam pre-
scription made out to David Hobbs in May 2013. Wilson allegedly told
police that Hobbs had been bitten by his dogs, but had not actually brought
the dogs in for an exam.

Hobbs, according to police, had the prescription filled, and received
one refill, at the CVS in Knightstown in May and June, then got two more
refills at the Wal-Mart in New Castle in September and October. Wilson
reportedly told police that Hobbs became angry when he refused to give
him another prescription after that.

Interviewed in March 2015 at the Pendleton Correctional Facility,
Hobbs reportedly told police that he had asked Wilson for anxiety med-
ication for his dogs and that Wilson had written him the prescription for
alprazolam. He said he had gone to Wilson because he had been under the
impression that it wouldn't be difficult to get a prescription from Wilson.

Authorities also learned during the course of their investigation that
drugs had been stolen from Wilson's veterinary practice in March and
April 2013 and again in November 2014. The first incident reportedly
resulted in the theft of a large bottle of alprazolam and three bottles of
diazepam, an anti-anxiety drug originally marketed as Valium. Although
James was reportedly seen on a surveillance video entering the office and
turning off the alarm, Wilson told police he did not believe she had been
responsible for the theft.

In a report made to the Henry County Sheriff's Department with refer-
ence to the April 2013 theft, Wilson had reported the theft of a bottle of
Tramadol, an opioid pain medication from a safe. Again, surveillance
video apparently showed James in the building and entering the room
where the safe was kept.

Investigation, from Page 1

Let’s hope 2018 is a good
year for veterans and their fami-
lies. One positive is a 2 percent
increase in VA disability pay-
ments that started Dec. 1, 2017.
It’s not great, but it is better than
the 0.30 percent from 2017 or
the 0.00 percent (nothing) from
2016.

If you are retired and collect-
ing Social Security or nearing
retirement, SS might have a little
surprise for you. Since 1957, you
paid into Social Security if you
were active duty (including
active duty for training). You
also paid taxes on that income.
Since 1988, inactive duty service
in the Armed Forces reserves
(such as weekend drills) has also
been covered by Social Security.

Under certain circumstances,
special extra earnings for your
military service from 1957
through 2001 can be credited to
your record for Social Security
purposes. These extra credits
may help you qualify for SS or
increase the amount of your
Social Security benefit.

These active duty time peri-
ods were:

From 1957 through 1967, SS
will add the extra credits to your
record when you apply for
Social Security benefits.

From 1968 through 2001,
you do not need to do anything
to receive these extra credits.
The credits were automatically
added to your record.

Note: In January 2002, SS
stopped the special extra earn-
ings for military service person-
nel. Military service in calendar
year 2002 and future years no
longer qualified.

How Do You Get These
Credits?

Service in 1957 through 1977
- You are credited with $300 in
additional earnings for each cal-
endar quarter in which you
received active duty basic pay.

Service in 1978 through 2001
- For every $300 in active duty
basic pay, you are credited with
an additional $100 in earnings
up to a maximum of $1,200 a
year. If you enlisted after Sept. 7,
1980, and didn't complete at
least 24 months of active duty or
your full tour, you may not be
able to receive the additional
earnings. For more information
go to www.ssa.gov/retire2/mili-
tary.htm

Now how about VA home
loans? These government back
loans provide an array of signifi-
cant home buying benefits for
qualified borrowers. From zero
down payment to consistently
lower interest rates. There is a
funding fee attached to these
loans except if you are:

A veteran receiving VA com-
pensation for a service-connect-
ed disability, or

A veteran who would be enti-
tled to receive compensation for
a service-connected disability if
you did not receive retirement or
active duty pay, OR

Asurviving spouse of a Veteran
who died in service or from a serv-
ice-connected disability.

See Veterans, Page 7

by 
John Guglielmi
Henry County

Veteran 
Service Officer

Veterans
Get 2%

Increase in
Payments

Wilson told authorities that he later found the Tramadol, but had dis-
covered that more alprazolam was missing, as well as hydrocodone tablets
and another medication containing oxycodone. Court documents indicate
Wilson did not report these stolen drugs after he discovered them missing.

Finally, records reviewed when authorities searched his business indi-
cate that Wilson had noted the theft of more alprazolam and hydrocodone
in November 2014. His records also reportedly showed that he had taken
93 alprazolam tablets for his own dog between August 2014 and February
2015.

Speaking to The Banner on Monday, Wilson placed the blame for his
legal problems squarely on James. If he were guilty of anything, he said,
it was of being a poor judge of character with respect to James.

"I thought I could trust her," Wilson said.
Wilson told The Banner that the charges Henry County Prosecutor Joe

Bergacs had against him "were poorly thought out" and that "there was no
evidence to support them." He said the criminal case against him fell apart
because James had recanted what she had allegedly told investigators.

"She admitted that I didn't know about the drugs she was diverting to
herself," Wilson said.

If he had been guilty of anything, Wilson asked, why would he have
contacted the police to report the theft of drugs from his clinic?

"People that are guilty of something don't call the police," Wilson said.
Wilson conceded that he had not kept very good records regarding pre-

scriptions he had written to James for her dog, which he described as one
of the most vicious animals dogs he'd encountered.

"I wrote those prescriptions for a dog," Wilson said, adding that he
eventually had to euthanize James' dog.

James also ended up facing more than two dozen criminal charges.
Bergacs charged her with two Class C felony counts of burglary, six Class
C felony counts of forgery, 19 Class D felony counts of possession of a
controlled substance and one Level 6 (or Class D) felony of obtaining a
controlled substance by fraud or deceit.

James accepted a plea agreement in her case last June. She pleaded
guilty to four Class D felony counts of possession of a controlled sub-
stance and, in exchange, Bergacs agreed to dismiss all other charges
against her. Her sentence of one year and 182 days was suspended and she
was placed on probation for 18 months.

Neil Shaneyfelt, HGCCK's president, told the council that he and other
members of HGCCK had already started collecting letters of support for
the project. He also reported that the Hoosier Gym had 50,000-70,000 vis-
itors during 2017, making it one of the most popular tourist attractions in
east central Indiana.

The Banner Welcomes
Letters to the Editor

Do you have an opinion? If you do, then write us
a Letter to the Editor. The Banner welcomes
Letters to the Editor. Letters must be signed by the
author and contain a phone number for verifica-
tion purposes. Letters may be edited. For more
information, call The Banner at (765) 345-2292. 


