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JAYMIE MOSS UNDERTAKES
NEW RESTAURANT VENTURE
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LINDA ASHWILL HOSTS
DINWIDDIE DAR MEETING
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“It is sobering to reflect that one of the best ways to get yourself a reputation as a dangerous citizen these days is to go about
repeating the very phrases which our founding fathers used in the struggle for independence.” - Charles A. Beard
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KHS Alumni Event
June 24 at School
The Knightstown High School
Alumni Association’s annual
reunion and banquet will take place
Saturday, June 24, at Knightstown
High School. Registration is 2-4:30
p.m. Seating starts at 4:30 p.m. for
the 5 p.m. dinner banquet. Cost of
the dinner is $14. Alumni association dues are $5, and they benefit a
variety of local scholarships.
Checks may be made payable to the
KHS Alumni Assoc., P.O. Box 121,
Knightstown. The class of 1967 will
be honored at the banquet, along
with the classes of 1957, 1977 and
1992. The event takes place in the
KHS cafeteria. For more information or to make reservations, contact
Janice Barton at 345-2752.

Mays Consignment
Auction July 8
Mays Community Academy will
host a consignment auction to benefit the charter school on Saturday,
July 8, at 9:30 a.m. Consignments
will be accepted beginning June 26,
10 a.m.-5 p.m. at the school, unless
otherwise arranged. For consignment pay-out amounts and other
information, call auctioneer Ken
Skaggs at 765-561-5973 or the
school at 765-645-5577.

Vendors Needed for
Food Pantry Benefit
Vendors are now being sought
for a Christmas in July event and
craft
sale
benefitting
the
Knightstown Food Pantry. This
event, which is open to craft vendors, direct sale vendors and local
businesses, will be held 10 a.m.-3
p.m. Saturday, July 22, at
Knightstown Elementary School.
For more information contact Rita
Wyatt at 765-571-0256 or ritawo256@gmail.com, or Terri
Hamilton at 765-571-0285 or
thamilton5235@gmail.com.

Markleville Jamboree
Slated for Aug. 3-5
The Markleville Jamboree and
town rummage sales in the park
will take place Aug. 3-5. Vendors,
parade participants and volunteer
stage entertainers are being sought.
For more information, call Dianna
at 317-258-5438 or email diannaladora@aol.com or call Betty at
765-623-3553.
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Knightstown Council Votes
to Withdraw from IURC

by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner
As expected, the Knightstown Town Council voted last week to withdraw the town's water and electric utilities from the jurisdiction of the
state agency whose approval had previously been required before the
town could raise utility rates and charges.
The 5-0 vote came during the council's June 15 monthly meeting and
followed a public hearing on the matter that lasted about 30 minutes. If
the council's decision is allowed to stand and take effect, increases in
rates and charges for the town's water and electric utilities will no longer
need to be approved by the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission.
Instead, those decisions will rest solely with the town council.
The council heard from four local utility customers during the public
hearing that opened last week's monthly council meeting. Three of the
four expressed, at least initially, opposition to the council's plan to opt
out of the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission.
John Goble, a former Knightstown Town Council member himself,
said his opposition to withdrawing from the IURC was "nothing personal" against any current members of
the council. However, he said "different boards (may have) different
ideas" about what is or is not an
appropriate increase in utility rates
and charges "and might want more
than is actually needed."
The IURC, Goble said, provides
"another layer of protection for the
(utility) consumer." During the time
he served on the town council, he
said he always found the IURC to be
fair in its dealings with the town.
Knightstown resident Terry Irvin
told the council he and his wife,
Julia, who also briefly addressed the
council, were both opposed to the
town withdrawing from the IURC.
He expressed concern about the need
to have safeguards against arbitrary
increases that exceed people's ability
to pay.
"Right now, there's a lot of people … on limited incomes," Irvin said.
"... Some people may not be able to afford (increases)."
Charles Jones, a customer of the town's electric utility who lives in
Raysville, wanted to know whether the IURC will still have to approve
increases in what the town's electric wholesaler charges the town if the
town withdraws from the IURC. He was told that level of protection
would still be there.
Gregg Morelock, the town's attorney, said the IURC would still oversee rates and charges the town pays to the Indiana Municipal Power
Agency, the municipal electric power-buying cooperative to which the
town belongs. He also noted that the town would still have rate studies
prepared before pursuing any increases in rates and charges, and would
have to hold public hearings before voting to approve any increases.
In addition to the rate studies the town would still continue to have
done and the public hearings it would still hold if it opted out of the
IURC, Knightstown Clerk-Treasurer Beth Huffman noted that there are
See Withdraw, Page 12
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Shakin’ the Dust Off ...
KHS Alumni Hoops Game
Features Vintage Panther Talent

Jordan Bearhope (left) works to keep up with Greg Freeman
during last Friday night’s KHS basketball alumni games. Below,
Josh Plank (left) guards against Jack Fort’s jump shot. Team
photos appear on Page 9. (Stacy Cox photos)

New Water Rate, Reflecting Nearly 39 Percent Boost, Taking Effect
by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner
In addition to voting to withdraw the town's
water and electric utilities from the jurisdiction
of the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission,
the Knightstown Town Council also dealt with
several other utility-related matters last week.
The council's June 15 monthly meeting
began with Clerk-Treasurer Beth Huffman
advising the council and public in attendance
that the IURC had issued an order on May 31
approving an increase in rates and charges for
customers of the town's water utility. The
IURC's order said the town must prepare and
file a revised schedule of rates and charges
before the 38.92-percent increase takes effect,

and Huffman said the increase will likely show
up on bills for utility usage after May 31.
Huffman said there had been a "huge need"
for the increase in water rates and charges,
which had last been increased in 2008. She said
the utility had not always followed "best practices" when it came to financial matters, and
said past councils had not addressed the utility's
need for higher rates and charges.
In 2016, Huffman noted that the water utility
had to borrow $30,000 from the town's electric
utility "just to make ends meet." While that
money was supposed to have been paid back to
the electric utility by the end of 2016, the water
utility didn't have the funds to do that and the
council voted to extend the deadline for paying

it back to Dec. 31 of this year.
Huffman provided council members with
some bad news regarding a fire hydrant leak
that they had first been briefed on at their May
18 monthly meeting. While town workers initially thought the leak was causing the loss of
25,000-30,000 gallons of water a day, Huffman
said that figure is now believed to have been
about 40,000 gallons a day.
Randy Anderson, head of the town's water
department, told the council that it turned out that
there were actually two leaks, and he estimated
total water loss to be about 3 million gallons.
While one repair has been made, he said a second
valve costing $8,632 is needed to finish the job.
See Boost, Page 12
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FAITH CHAPEL
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OBITUARIES

Condo & Son Funeral Home

Donald Royce Richardson
December 16, 1937 - June 11, 2017
Donald Royce Richardson, age 79, was born Dec. 16, 1937. He was the son of the late Oran
and Mabel (Jones) Richardson. He departed this life on Sunday evening, June 11, in his home
with his wife Hilda (Correll) Richardson at his side.
Don spent the most of his career life working in the hardwood timber and lumber industry.
He had an insatiable entrepreneurial spirit and was also involved in numerous other business
ventures. For Don, these were his adventures.
Don farmed and raised cattle and operated a hunting and fishing camp in Saskatchewan,
Canada. He also operated service stations, retail stores and was involved in country music
entertainment, real estate and land development, and community service.
Don was a pilot for many years and was an avid outdoorsman. He was very accomplished at most every skill
he acquired. Don was especially known for his hunting and fishing skills, and experiences over North America.
Don also loved growing fruits and vegetables, always respecting the wonders of God’s creation.
From northern Canada to Florida, from the east coast to the west as far as Nevada, Don leaves behind many
friends from his lifetime of sport and business. He also leave behind a large extended family spanning three more
generations.
We will miss you, Don!
There will be no public visitation or services. In lieu of flowers, you are asked that expressions of sympathy
take the form of contributions to Hospice of Lake Cumberland, which may be dropped off at the Hicks-Vaughn
Funeral Home. Hicks-Vaughn Funeral Home was entrusted with arrangements

A Lasting Family Tradition Since 1898

Rush Co. Players Performing at HYCA

359 E. Morgan St., Knightstown - 765-345-7015
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m., Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6 p.m., Wed. Bible Study - 7 p.m.
Pastor Eric Boling

130 S. Main Street - Wilkinson, Indiana - 46186
Pre-Needs - Funeral Services - Monument Sales

765-781-2435 www.condoandson.com
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2260 W. Main St., Greenfield 317-467-1555

Meet our
Smiling
Sales
Staff!

Brandon Gray

Brinton Gray

Dustin Gray

Gray Auto Sales & Service is a family-owned
operation where we really strive to keep our
customers satisfied. We have over 80
Certified pre-owned vehicles, and Gray
Auto was named Quality Pre-Owned Dealer of
the Year in ‘05 and ‘06.

Our full-service shop is ready to help keep
your car in top condition.

KEEP US IN MIND!
Please visit www.grayauto.com!

Gray Auto Sales & Service

2260 W. Main St., Greenfield - 317-4467-11555

Heritage
Funeral Care
of
Knightstown

Compassionately
Caring for Families
Heritage Funeral Care
34 West Main Street
Knightstown

Phone 345-2146

www.heritagefuneralcares.com

Rush County Players’ (RCP)
season finale, Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,
will be presented Friday, June 23,
and Saturday, June 24, at 7:30
p.m., and Sunday, June 25, at 2:30
p.m. at Hoosier Youth Challenge
Academy’s
Lincoln
Center
Auditorium, located at 10892 N.
St. Rd. 140, Knightstown.
Rush County Players have been
performing live theatrical productions in the Rush County community since 1975. The group started
as an offshoot of the Music Study
Club, and was founded by some of
the most well-known names in
Rush County, including Wilmer
Cameron, Al Hodge, Mike Woods,

David Malson, Marcia Blair, Janet
Malson, Connie Barada, Sue
Taylor, Muriel Moore, Jeff
Hufford and others. Shows were
rehearsed in cast members’ homes
and shows were presented at various venues across Rush County,
including county schools, the
Durbin Hotel, the Pleasant Street
Playhouse in Milroy, the Laughlin
Center for the Performing Arts,
local churches, and more.
Over all these years, and in all
these venues, RCP has worked to
provide “something unique in our
little community … a place for
those who love to perform to hone
their talents, and a way for those in
our little corner of Indiana to expe-

rience a live theatrical production,” according to a RCP press
release.
Productions presented have
ranged from comedies like The
Odd Couple, to dramas such as
The Miracle Worker, to popular
musicals, including The Wizard
of Oz.
“Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat is being
presented again by popular
demand,” the press release said.
Tickets are $8 in advance and
$10 at the door for adults, while
students K-12 are $5. Children
who will be held on laps do not
need a ticket. Call 765-561-9403
to reserve tickets.

Carthage Historic Preservation Group Can’t Meet
by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner
With only three of its five positions currently filled, the Carthage
Historic Preservation Commission
is having problems coordinating
the schedules of its members so
that it can meet.
At the end of the group's first
meeting on March 1, members tentatively agreed to hold their second
meeting on April 5. Scheduling
problems, however, resulted in that
meeting being postponed a week.
The group also had problems
last month with the scheduling of
its May meeting. When plans to
meet earlier in the month couldn't
be worked out, the meeting was
tentatively set for May 17. But,
because proper legal notice of that
meeting wasn't issued at least 48
hours in advance, the meeting had
to be moved to May 24.
Members agreed at the end of
their May 24 meeting to meet next
on June 14. The Banner was noti-

fied on June 12 that the meeting
was being moved to today, June 21,
and received an official notice to
that effect on Monday. However,
less than an hour after receiving

that notice, an e-mail was sent to
The Banner advising that the meeting had been canceled “due to a
scheduling conflict.”
See Carthage, Page 3

Royal Hylands Golf Club
Steak Night!
Royal Hylands Golf Club is hosting
Steak Night on Friday, June 30,
Serving starts at 5:00 p.m.
Choice of 16 oz. Rib Eye
or a 16 oz. Sirloin with
Baked potato and wedge salad
Cost is $24 per person
Call for reservations 765-345-2123
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

What is Hinsey-Brown’s “Circle of Service”? It’s
a commitment we have made to the community. It
means we’re committed to providing service and
support before, during and after a funeral.
Turn to us with confidence for advance funeral
planning; when your needs are more immediate; or
for our extended aftercare services.
Please fill out and mail to receive FREE information about our advance funeral planning program,
including a planning guide, or call us at 765-3457400 for an appointment.
NAME______________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP_____________________________
PHONE_____________________________________

7355 S. State Road 109, Knightstown - 345-7400
3406 S. Memorial Drive, New Castle - 529-7100

www.hinsey-brown.com

Hinsey-Brown’s

“Circle of Service”
Advance Funeral
Planning

Aftercare

H

At Need
(funeral service)

N

INSEY X BROW
FUNERAL SERVICE
The Caring Professionals
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Jeffrey Van Hoy Gets Park Board Nod K-TOWN LEGION POST 152
by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner
Seven months after a member of
the Knightstown Parks and
Recreation Board resigned, the
Knightstown Town Council has
found and appointed someone to
fill the vacancy.
Council members voted last
week at their June 15 monthly
meeting to appoint Jeffrey Van
Hoy, an officer with the
Knightstown Police Department, to
the park board. He replaces Ashley
Lapham, who resigned last
November when she moved out of
town.
Part of the council's difficulty in
finding a suitable replacement for
Lapham was due to a state statute
that prevented more than two of the

Carthage, from Page 2
The Banner contacted Dave
Kieser of Kieser Consulting Group
LLC, the Lawrence-based firm that
has been working with the town on
a variety of planning-related issues.
As part of his work with the CHPC,
Kieser has been the one who has
taken charge of issuing meeting
notices for the group.
The Banner asked Kieser which
CHPC member or members had
scheduling conflicts that prevented
them from meeting tonight. He
replied that “several people” had
conflicts, but did not specifically
identify which members were
unable to meet.
The Banner also tried to contact
Carthage Town Council member
Ashley Davis, who serves as the
chairman of the CHPC, to ask her
about the scheduling conflicts. She
did not reply, however, to e-mails
sent to her seeking this information.
As of yesterday's news deadline,
the CHPC had not yet rescheduled
its June meeting.

Leakey

Insurance
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Offering Quality
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for Over 50 Years!
O
Home
Health - Group
Auto
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O Medicare
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O Supplements
O Life
O Mobile Home
O Final Expense O Motorcycle
O Disability
O Umbrella
O Critical Illness
O Boat
O LongTerm Care O Travel
O Also, Annuities and SR 22

park board's four regular members
from being from the same political
party. Because Lapham had been a
Democrat and there were already
two Republicans on the board,
Lapham's replacement had to be a
non-Republican.
If a town council can't find persons willing to serve, another state
statute allows the council to waive
requirements that park board members be affiliated with a political
party and/or that no more than two
members be affiliated with the
same party. The town council told
its attorney, Gregg Morelock, at the
council's May 18 monthly meeting
that it would like to get rid of the
political party affiliation requirements, and Morelock brought a
resolution to that effect to last
week's council meeting.
With the council's passage of
the resolution, the restriction on no

Now Doing
Stone Hauling
& Hot Crack
Repair!

SMITH’S
PAVING
and
SEALCOATING

All calls are important to us!
That's why a real person
answers our phone from
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Leakey Insurance
Agency, Inc.
Call us for a free quote!

345-5171
800-942-3134
16 S. Jefferson St.
Knightstown, IN

www.leakeyinsurance.com

HOT
SUMMER
DEAL!
10% OFF
ALL JULY!

Nothing Too Big - Nothing Too Small

Free Estimates - Checks - Credit Cards
Ned Smith, owner - 765-561-5115
917 W. First St., Rushville O smithspavingandsealcoating@gmail.com
America's #1 Window Replacement Company
Over 10 Million Windows Sold Nationally

DINNER SPECIALS: FRIDAY, JUNE 23
N.Y. Strip Steak, Baked Potato & Salad Bar - $18.99
or Smoked or Boneless Pork Chop,
Baked Potato & Salad Bar - $12.99
Open to the Public!
224 E. Main St., Knightstown - 345-55227

LET ‘EM KNOW ADVERTISING WORKS!
Tell ‘Em You Saw Their Ad in the Banner!

SMITH’S TREE SERVICE

SMITH’S TREE
TRIMMING & REMOVAL
Harold Smith & Son

STUMP REMOVAL - FULLY INSURED
BUCKET TRUCK EQUIPPED
FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-825-6370

“Simply the Best for Less”
Free In-Your-Home Estimates and Year-Round Installation
Financing Available!
3508 N. Wheeling, Muncie - 765-2281-00008
1229 Country Club Rd., Indianapolis - 317-2209-00008
www.windowworldindianapolis.com

Tree City Metal
Sales

O
O

more than two of the park board's
four regular members being of the
same political party has now been
waived. Morelock told the council
that this waiver will remain in
effect until the council decides to
rescind the resolution.
Immediately after they passed
the resolution, council members
voted unanimously to appoint Van
Hoy to the park board. He will
complete Lapham's four-year term
on the park board, which was to
run through the end of this year.
In other park board-related business, Park Board President Suzee
Neal advised the council that work
to replace the backflow valve on
the splash pad at Sunset Park ended
costing more than the $600 the
council had agreed to pay in April.
Neal was unable to tell the council
the exact price of the work, though,
See Park, Page 11
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Steve Wagler
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Banner PERSPECTIVES
Flipping Through the Pages of Life Letters to the Editor

"Time is but a stream I go afishing in. I drink at it, but while I
drink I see the sandy bottom and
detect how shallow it is." - Henry
David Thoreau, from Walden
My title for this essay is "Pages
of Life." Last week I wrote about
turning flip-flops through time.
The capacity that humans have of
venturing into the territory of reminiscence is a mixed blessing: We
get warm fuzzies when we open
the trunks in our mental attics and
pull forth memories of our olden,
golden days. However, those memories also bring an inchoate longing and mourning for what once
was and shall never be again.
Bill and I are savers. When he
was in junior high he started stuffing scrapbooks with class pictures,
his athletic letter that he earned as
manager of the Argos High School
basketball team, school newspapers, family photos, etc.
Last week he decided to get out
the big pile of scrapbooks that we
shared after our marriage and eliminate anything that wasn’t worth
saving. He asked me to look
through them and remove anything
I didn’t want to leave in them.
Frankly, the week of my 80th birthday probably wasn’t the best time
for me to delve into the past.
Those scrapbook pages are memory triggers of time past, and my

mind became overloaded with
remembrance.
I’ve often mentioned Marcel
Proust’s story of the madeleine
about which he wrote in his masterwork, In Search of Lost Time.
He understood how simple things
can instantaneously catapult one
into the past.

Ramblings
By

Rose Mary
Rose Mary Clarke
Proust’s little story is one of the
most lovely passages in all literature and is worth mentioning again.
One time he sipped a spoonful of
tea in which there was a crumb of a
madeleine, a shell-shaped Breton
cookie. An ineffable sense of contentment swept over him. He
searched his mind until he remembered how his aunt used to serve
him tea and madeleines when he
was a boy. Here are some of his
beautiful words:
“When from a long-distant past

nothing subsists, after the people
are dead, after the things are broken and scattered ... the smell and
taste of things remain poised a long
time, like souls, ready to remind
us, waiting and hoping for their
moment. Once I recognized the
taste of the crumb of madeleine ...
Combray and its surroundings, taking shape and solidity, sprang into
being, town and gardens alike from
my cup of tea.”
I feel en rapport with Marcel
Proust as if he were reaching
across the years that separate us.
Those scrapbooks are chockablock
with mementos of the nearly 54
years that we have spent together.
When I flipped through the pages
onto which Bill has pasted various
items I was swept back into our life
together, whose places, people and
events sprang into being.
There are letters to and from our
mothers, my nephew, John, who
was serving in Vietnam, Bill’s sisters and friends such as Sherry
Forster ... birthday card and valentines ... Life beginnings and endings are there: a napkin from the
wedding party of Bill’s nephew,
Tom, and Mary Jo, Lynn Ray’s
wedding invitation and a little
memorial pamphlet from Grandpa
Kelly’s funeral and the signature
book from Uncle Ivan’s.
See Rose Mary, Page 6

Town and Country Each Have Benefits

I grew up in a suburban subdivision on the far long drives to and from Vincennes revealed to me a
south side of Indianapolis. Though we were a few world to which I’d previously turned a blind eye.
After college, I got my first newspaper job at the
miles from the urban area, my childhood was still far
from what might be considered a country upbringing. Hartford City News-Times. The small town is the
While our home wasn’t too far away from actual county seat of Blackford County, Indiana’s second
crop fields, they seemed a lot further away, partly smallest county. This presented another rural setting,
which I had slowly started to enjoy.
because I was young and small.
While the city had its good points, I
My parents are from Grant County.
was finding country living, too, had
That meant we frequently traveled
its benefits. Aside from the attractive
two hours north, visiting my grandscenery, traffic was much lighter.
parents at their homes in Marion and
Interstate gridlock and cars piled up
Van Buren.
at stop lights just didn’t happen.
Those trips gave me a good look
Most of the cold anonymity of the
at rural acreage, and I got an undercity was gone, too. People seemed
standing of how different my parents’
friendlier and more interested in who
childhoods were compared to my
I was and what I was doing.
own. At that age, I counted myself
Not that my childhood neighborlucky to be growing up in town.
hood was a den of introverted curI always believed there was “more
by eric cox
mudeons; it wasn’t. We had a relato do” in town. An enormous variety
tively tight little subdivision full of
of restaurants were nearby. Shopping
choices abounded. Movie theaters, roller skating mostly nice people. But, I was surprised by the welrinks, malls, golf courses, swimming pools and more coming nature of small, rural communities. They’re
not all like that, of course. Yet, I was lucky enough to
were all at our fingertips.
It really was a great place to grow up. I went to have landed in a few.
As I’ve grown older, my appreciation for rural
really good schools and had the good fortune of havareas and their inhabitants have grown. However, I
ing some great friends.
After high school, I attended Vincennes University must confess that I do miss town, where pizzas can be
way down in southern Indiana. College took me fur- delivered right to one’s door!
But, truly, the delicious smell of quickly delivered
ther into rural Indiana than I’d ever been. I began to
develop a deep appreciation for our state’s topogra- food can’t surpass the incredible aroma of a first hay
cutting. Blooming honeysuckle is like sugar for the
phy, flora and fauna.
Some might say Indiana is dull in terms of scenery, nose. Even cow manure can put you on the plus side
but, I disagree. It’s in fact rich with diverse land- of life when compared to exhaust fumes wafting off
scapes, rolling hills and hardwood forests that give city streets and interstates.
Having lived both in town and country, I have to
way to “fertile plains.” Sedate rivers wind through
say I prefer the sights and smells of rural Indiana. But,
sun-dappled pine groves.
Even Indiana’s omnipresent farm fields display the progressive in me still wants access to the culturtheir charms amid a morning or evening sun. Those al aspects of city living.

Blah
Blah
Blah

Dear Editor,
l was very encouraged by your article regarding the Little Library and
the Knightstown Public Library. l agree that the group who support the LL
should stop and consider the marvelous options already available in
Knightstown.
The people of Knightstown and surrounding area should first take
advantage of the Knightstown Public Library for their books, DVDs, magazines, access to computers, summer reading program for the school age
children, etc.
It is a very up-to-date library and any item, be it a book newly published, genealogy, or a whole list of items can be obtained from our library.
Yes, l said, "our library.” I have been a patron for over 55 years and
have always been able to receive any item I need or want. The librarian
and her staff are very knowledgeable and do everything they can to help a
patron. If an item is not readily available, they can obtain it through interlibrary loan in five to 10 days usually.
The library is open Monday and Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m..; Tuesday and
Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. The library is
closed Wednesday and Sunday. These hours should fit the schedule of all
patrons.
Thanks again for your great article in support of our library.
Esther Brock
Knightstown
Dear Editor,
Trump’s appointment of Thomas E. Wheeler II, who was Pence’s former general counsel when he was governor of Indiana, to the position of
acting head of the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice
is an affront to the concept of civil rights in our country.
The head of the civil rights division of our country should be working
to advance criminal justice reform and constitutional policy protecting
people’s rights and combating discrimination.
Thomas E. Wheeler devoted his career as an attorney doing just the
opposite as he, time and time again, represented corporations and governmental entities in defending them against people’s civil rights claims. He
chose to make a living doing just that. He is the last person on the planet
that should now be leading the very office of our country that is supposed
to be protecting the civil rights of our people.
When Trump ran for president he said he was going to drain the swamp.
Trump just infested the swamp by appointing Thomas E. Wheeler II to this
position.
Brian Vukadinovich
Wheatfield
Dear Editor,
Summer road trip season is here and AAA expects to receive calls from
over seven million stranded motorists experiencing car trouble this summer. The majority of issues the travel group anticipates will cause car
problems, such as dead batteries and flat tires, can be prevented with a pretrip vehicle inspection.
Whether you do it yourself or visit a trusted professional technician, a
pre-trip vehicle check will give you peace of mind and provide the opportunity to make any necessary repairs before you hit the road.
Before leaving home, check the battery, tires, wipers and lighting, HVAC
system and fluids, including engine oil, power steering, brake and transmission fluids, as well as washer solvent and coolant. The Car Care Council also
recommends inspecting the brake system and performing a tune-up to help
the engine deliver the best balance of power and fuel economy.
See Letters, Page 11

The Banner values reader opinions and welcomes letters
to the editor. To be considered for publication, letters must be
signed by the author and contain a phone number and
address for verification purposes. The Banner does not guarantee the veracity of factual assertions contained in letters to
the editor, and their publication should in no way be construed
as the newspaper’s endorsement of the letters’ contents. The
opinions represented in letters to the editor, as well as any
misstatement of fact therein, are solely those of the letters’
authors. Letters to the editor may be edited, and, ideally,
should be no more than 300 words in length.

“Freedom is hammered out on
the anvil of discussion, dissent
and debate.”

EDITORIAL BOARD
Eric Cox - Editor & Publisher
Stacy Cox - General Manager
765-345-2292

a responsible community newspaper

Hubert H. Humphrey

June 21, 2017

The Banner

Page 5

BITS & PIECES
XThe Knightstown High School
Alumni Association’s annual
reunion and banquet will take
place Saturday, June 24, at
Knightstown
High
School.
Registration is 2-4:30 p.m. Seating
starts at 4:30 p.m. for the 5 p.m.
banquet. Cost of the dinner is $14.
Alumni association dues are $5,
and they benefit local scholarships.
Checks may be made payable to the
KHS Alumni Assoc., P.O. Box 121,
Knightstown. The class of 1967
will be honored at the banquet,
along with the classes of 1957,
1977 and 1992. For more information or to make reservations, contact Janice Barton at 345-2752.
XMays Community Academy
will host a consignment auction to
benefit the charter school on
Saturday, July 8, at 9:30 a.m.
Consignments will be accepted
beginning June 26, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
at the school, unless otherwise
arranged. For consignment pay-out
amounts and other information, call
auctioneer Ken Skaggs at 765-5615973 or the school at 765-645-5577.
XRush County Players will
present Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor DreamCoat, Friday
and Saturday, June 23-24, at 7:30
p.m. and Sunday, June 25, at 2:30
p.m. at the Hoosier Youth Challenge
Academy in Knightstown. Call
561-9403 for reservations.
XVendors are now being sought
for a Christmas in July event and
craft
sale
benefitting
the
Knightstown Food Pantry. This
event, which is open to craft vendors, direct sale vendors and local
businesses, will be held 10 a.m.-3
p.m. Saturday, July 22, at
Knightstown Elementary School,
8632 State Rd. 109. Booth rental
for 10 ft. by 10 ft. space is $25, or
$30 if electricity is needed. Vendors
are asked to donate one non-perishable item for the food pantry, or
make a monetary donation. For
more information contact Rita
Wyatt at 765-571-0256 or ritawo256@gmail.com, or Terri
Hamilton at 765-571-0285 or
thamilton5235@gmail.com.
XThe Markleville Jamboree
and town rummage sales in the

park will take place Aug. 3-5.
Vendors, parade participants and
volunteer stage entertainers are
being sought. For more information, call Dianna at 317-258-5438
or email diannaladora@aol.com or
call Betty at 765-623-3553.
XThe Women’s Circle of
Friends Giving Circle Grant is
available to 501(c)(3) non-profit
organizations
serving
Henry
County. Applications are available
now on the Henry Co. Community
Foundation website at www.henrycountycf.org, and are due to the
foundation office by Monday, July
31, at 5 p.m. Three finalists will be
invited to the Grantmaking Gala on
Sept. 12 to make a five-minute presentation about their organization. At
the gala, the members of the Giving
Circle will select the final recipient
of the grant, comprised of their collective donations. For more information, call 765-529-2235 or visit
www.henrycountycf.org.
XAnyone wishing to donate
books (for adults or children) or
become a Little Free Library steward or sponsor, may contact Jan
McQuire
at
317-509-4039.
Stewards maintain the LFLs with
support from Beautify Knightstown.
Sponsors purchase the little library
and may choose to steward it or ask
BKI to provide a steward.
XThe Hancock Amateur Radio
Club will host its ARRL Club Field
Day Saturday and Sunday, June 2425, at 8646 E. CR 300-S,
Greenfield. The free event will feature FCC-licensed amateur radio
enthusiasts operating continuously
for 24 hours. For more information,
visit www.arrl.org/FieldDay.
XThe Children’s Library at the
New Castle-Henry County Public
Library is hosting Marvelous
Mondays every week at 2 p.m.
Other weekly activities include
Family Read, Eat, Create on
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to noon and
a summer lunch program, which
will be from 12 to 1 p.m. on
Tuesdays, followed by drop-in
crafts at 1 p.m. There will be an
end-of-summer carnival from 10
a.m. to noon on Saturday, July 29.
Children can attend events and read

Knightstown Church of God
405 E. North St., Knightstown

Sunday School ... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Night ... 6 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study Prayer Service ... 6 p.m.
The Public is Always Invited!

books to earn prizes and have a
chance to win big prize baskets full
of books and toys. Teens can stop
into TeenScape for a variety of
activities happening at 4 p.m. on
Thursdays throughout the summer.
Visit www.nchcpl.org/teens for
details. The featured event for teens
this summer will be TeenCon, happening from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday, July 15. Reading books
and attending events gives teens the
opportunity to win weekly prizes
and grand prizes of a $100 VISA
gift card or 3D printing pen.
XThe Shirley Octagon House is
open for free tours, by chance or
appointment. To get a free tour by
appointment, call 765-738-6736 or
812-583-0030.
XBeautify Knightstown, Inc.
offers a welcome basket to all new
residents obtaining utilities via the
Knightstown Utility Office. Any
business, church or organization is
encouraged to provide items for
these baskets such as pens, cups,
magnets, key chains, coupons,
brochures and etc. To contribute or
for more information contact
Kathie Rummel at 317-345-9660
Linda Lashbrook at
lnlashbrook@gmail.com.
XThe Historic Knightstown
museum, located on the Public
Square at 22 N. Washington St., has
new hours. The museum’s new
hours, beginning May 5-6, are 10
a.m.-2 p.m. each Friday and
Saturday, or by appointment. For
more information, or to schedule a
museum visit by appointment, call
David Steele at 765-345-7585.

XAlcoholics Anonymous meets
weekly, on Tuesdays, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Hoosier Gym (enter on East
side). Meetings will continue each
Tuesday at the same time and location. For more info, call 765-5711662.
XThe Parish Clothes Closet,
located in the basement of Bethel
Presbyterian Church, 112 S.
Franklin St., Knightstown, is open
the last Thursday of each month
from 5-7 p.m.

XThe Knightstown Head Start
program, located at the Hoosier
Youth Challenge Academy, still
has openings for age-eligible children for this school year. The program is also taking applications for
the 2017-2018 school year. Call
765-529-4403 for more info.
News items for Bits & Pieces may
be submitted to thebanner@embarqmail.com. Articles may be edited for
length and clarity, and will always be
published space-permitting.

Construction professionals serving
East Central Indiana for over 36 years

Commercial Division
• Restorations of commercial buildings
• New or upgrade existing restrooms
• New or renovate break area and kitchenettes
• Complete interior and exterior remodeling & more

Residential Division
• Bathroom remodeling
• Replace bathtubs with new ceramic showers
• Install new bathtub and surrounds
• Install bathroom vanities and many more services

Call 765-529-8011

www.mltaylorconstruction.com

Photos, Archives, Columns, More
www.thebanneronline.com

Henry County’s Only Original Crossword Puzzle! Brought to You by ...

Heritage Funeral Care
34 W. Main St., Knightstown - 765-345-2146

www.heritagefuneralcares.com
~ Compassionately caring for families ~
ACROSS
1 Vogue rival
5 Former Del. Poet
Laureate Brown
10 Tennis great Graf,
to close friends?
14 Type of slot
15 Space opener?
16 Traditional
knowledge
17 Type of marker
19 Dam in
Chandrapur, India
20 Large, fish-eating
hawks
21 Does again

23 Before
24 Has cooled (3
wds.)
25 Lugosi or Bartok
28 CIO starter
30 Ram’s mate
31 Way out
32 Dex beginning?
34 Redoes text
38 Scottish cap
39 1816: The Year
Without __ __
41 POTUS 21’s
monogram
42 Tiny
44 Actress Turner

45
46
48
49
50
54
56
57
61
62
64
65
66
67

Buddies
68 Not solidified
Ooh partner
69 Violent public
Young fox
disorder
Foot part
DOWN
Ocular prosthesis
1 Repeat
Season ticket holder 2 One of the
10,000 Maniacs
Flagstons
album __ __ in
3 Certain speech
Eden
impediment
Lagos locale
4 Plead
In good shape
5 “It went on __
Comprehend
__!”
Ex ender?
6 Long-reigning
Mends a sock
Portuguese king
Against
7 List ender
Comparative word
8 Terms of endear-

ment
9 Actress Dahl
10 Rained ice pellets
11 Hebrew Bible’s
first five books
12 A Greek Muse
13 Small hunting
dog
18 “__ the ramparts
...”
22 Type of trip
24 Bobby Vinton
song “__ __ You
My Baby”
25 Wagers
26 Test
27 Peru’s capital
29 Loathsome
33 Bus starter?
35 “Anything you
can do, __ __ do
better ...”
36 Very soft mineral
37 Pageant contestant’s accessory
39 Laura Marling
album, __, __
Cannot Swim

40 Parent’s frequent
answer to “May I
be excused?”
43 Tim Allen series
__ __ Standing
45 Batter’s aid
47 Neolithic culture
in what is now
Eastern China
50 Bothered (2
wds.)
51 The Addams
Family butler
52 Type of Japanese
porcelain
53 Chinese
Communist revolution birthplace
(var.)
55 Top state lawyers
(abbr.)
57 Hawaiian goose
58 Raja’s wife
59 Madonna hit “__
the Groove”
60 Mine entrance
63 Some hospital
workers

Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle
K
I
D
S
P
L
E
A
V
E
S
T
S

A T E
I
V E R
N
K S I D E
L L A S
I O T
P
L A N
I I I
A N G
O N T
I N
U N F O
R S O N
O H
U
N I R
O T E T A M I
M I L Y S A
U N I
S C H
R E K
L Y S
E S T
A D E
I
B
A
T

W
A
R
E

A
G
O
N
Y
O
L
I
G
S
L
O
E

R
T
H
E
A
F
E S T
R O G
S F U
A Y
D S
O
L
I
I
T P M
W E E
E P P
L
I
L
E

E
A
R
L
E

S
T
E
E
N

H
E
A
D
S

E
R
O
S

R
A
V
E

S
M
E
E

T
I
N
N

E
N
D
O

N
G
O
S

Page 6

The Banner

June 21, 2017

Bundy Graduates from Butler
Knightstown native Erin Bundy was one of 955 Butler University students who graduated on May 11.
Bundy graduated with a double major in finance and risk management
and insurance. A Knightstown High School graduate, she is the daughter
of David and Susie Bundy of Knightstown.

Parts and Service
for All
Major Brands!
765-524-8356
www.chewsappliancerepair.com
The time to think about Social Security is now BEFORE you are 62!

Lady Payne Accounting
Tax Resolution Services
Certified National Social Security Advisor
Bookkeeping & Notary Public Services
Call Regina Payne E.A. for an appointment
Regina Payne

317-936-5863

HENRY COUNTY

GLASS & MIRROR, INC.
YOUR REPLACEMENT WINDOW SPECIALIST
Fast, Dependable Service at Fair Prices
Serving Henry & Surrounding Counties
For Over 16 Years
O Free Estimates O Insurance Approved
Members of National Glass Assn. and Better Business Bureau

Henry County Glass & Mirror Inc.
1018 Woodward Ave., New Castle, IN 47362
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sat. By Appt. Only
765-529-8455 - E-mail: rachel@hcgm.comcastbiz.net

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
TO BENEFIT
MAYS COMMUNITY ACADEMY
Saturday, July 8, at 9:30 a.m.

929 E. South Street, Mays, IN 46155
We will be accepting consignments beginning June 26
From 10am – 5pm, unless otherwise arranged
O All items should be in good, working and re-sellable condition.
O All titles and keys should be turned in prior to sale.
O The sale committee has the right to refuse any item
O We do NOT ACCEPT TV’S, COMPUTERS OR TIRES NOT
MOUNTED ON RIMS
Items of interest: Farm equipment, Automobiles, Antiques,
Glassware, Tools, Primitives, Horse Tack and much more.
Look for updated ads and pictures on Auctionzip.com
NO PAY OUTS THE DAY OF SALE
COMMISSION SCHEDULE:
No payouts below $2.99 - $3.00 - $100.00 = 20%
$101.00 - $500.00 = 15% - $501.00 and above = 10%
ALL ITEMS SOLD “AS IS” / “WHERE IS”
STATEMENTS MADE DAY OF SALE TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER
WRITTEN STATEMENTS. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS OR
ITEMS AFTER THEY ARE SOLD.
Breakfast and Lunch provided by Mays Community Academy
SKAGGS AUCTION and APPRAISAL SERVICE
Ken Skaggs AU19500115 - Dick Smith AU19500243
Contact Ken Skaggs 765-561-5973 or MCA 765-645-5577 with any questions.

Jaymie Moss Happy and Settling In as New
Manager of Royal Hylands Restaurant and Bar
by Logan Cox
Those who stop in at Royal Hylands Golf Club
off Greensboro Pike now have more than the green
grass and rolling hills of the golf course to look forward to. The venue is now offering full restaurant
and bar service, with Knightstown resident Jaymie
Moss serving as the manager.
Moss has been managing at
Royal Hylands since February
of this year. Though she hasn't
been working there for very
long, Moss has acclimated well
to her position.
"It's a great place," Moss
said, regarding Royal Hylands.
"The people are very nice and
friendly. It's just a nice atmosphere."
This, of course, isn't the first
time Moss has ever served as a
manager. Prior to getting the job
at the golf course, Moss was putting her managerial skills to
work at American Legion Post
152 in Knightstown.
"I managed the Legion for
five years," said Moss. "I've been in the restaurant
business (and) the food service business for 10 or
15 years."
Moss had been a stay-at-home mom for several
years, taking care of her daughters. Eventually, she
decided to make a change, and slowly embarked on
a career in the food service industry, which led her
to where she is now.
"When my girls were little, I took cake decorating classes and worked in the school cafeteria. I just

learned everything on the job," she said.
The restaurant and bar combination is new at
Royal Hylands. Previously, the golf club only
offered a snack bar. The addition of a restaurant and
bar is primarily why Moss found a job as manager
there; someone with her experience was needed.
"They hired me to turn it into
a full-service restaurant and bar
year-round," she explained.
"The opportunity was presented
to me, and it was time for a
change."
Although the visitors and
clientele at Royal Hylands are
typically golfers, Moss said
the new restaurant and bar is
not serving exclusively to
golfers. It’s open to the public.
"I am trying to get more
locals out there," said Moss. "I
have a handful now, but I would
like the locals to know that it is
open to the public."
Moss and her family have
lived in Knightstown for 14
years. However, she originally comes from the town
of Loogootee. She graduated from Loogootee High
School in 1988.
The Royal Hylands Golf Club restaurant and bar
are open throughout the week, with Moss managing
five out of seven days. The service offers a variety
of sandwiches, wraps, breakfast items and snacks.
The restaurant is open 7 a.m.-5 p.m. seven days a
week. However, the bar is always open until the
golf course closes each evening.

THIS SECTION SPONSORED BY

MEETINGS CALENDAR
Wed., June 21 – Henry Co. Comprehensive
Planning session, 6:30 p.m., Hope Building, 14th
and Broad streets, New Castle
Thurs., June 22 – Knightstown Town Council
special meeting, 7 p.m., town council chambers,
28 S. Washington St.
Thurs., June 22 – Hancock Co. Planning
Commission plat committee meeting, 8:30 a.m.,
courthouse annex room 101, Greenfield
Thurs., June 22 – Rush Co. joint meeting of
County Commissioners and County Council, 8
a.m., courthouse assembly room, Rushville
Mon., June 26 – Rush Co. Commissioners meeting, 9 a.m., courthouse assembly room, Rushville
Mon., June 26 – Knightstown Planning

Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m., council chambers, 26 S. Washington St.
Mon., June 26 – Knightstown Park Board
meeting, 7 p.m., town hall annex, 26 S.
Washington St.
Tues., June 27 – Hancock Co. Planning
Commission monthly hearing, 6:30 p.m., courthouse annex room 101, Greenfield
Wed., June 28 – Henry Co. Council meeting,
3:30 p.m., old circuit court room, New Castle
Wed., June 28 – Henry Co. Commissioners
meeting, 6 p.m., old circuit court room, New Castle
Thurs., June 29 – Hancock Co. Board of
Zoning Appeals meeting, 6:30 p.m., courthouse
annex room 101, Greenfield

Rose Mary, from Page 4
There are mementos from our teaching and political
and community volunteer experiences. There are state
convention badges, bumper stickers, pictures with
Mayor Bill Hudnut and letters from him, the certificate
of my appointment to the Metropolitan Development
Commission. There are Eastside Herald articles about
the Irvington Halloween Festival and columns written
by the beloved Imogene Jones.
There are theater programs and ticket stubs ...

There are postcards of western places that we visited with Vicki, a Yosemete National Park pass and
café place mats ... There are valentines made of
paper doilies that Vicki pasted when she was a
child ...
Were we VIPs, our biographers would have a field
day. I culled out only a few items, closed the books and
moved back into the present.
wclarke@comcast.net
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FOLKWAYS
Linda Ashwill Hosts DAR Meeting
CribCrowd

Ten members and one guest,
Frankie Mauk, a potential member,
attended a meeting of the Major Hugh
Dinwiddle Chapter of Daughters of
American Revolution at BMoore
Foods Co. in Rushville on June 3. The
hostess was Linda Ashwill. A tasty
lunch prepared by Chef Brian Moore

was enjoyed by all.
Denise Akers opened the meeting in ritualistic form with
Chaplain Louise Baldock’s assistance. The President General’s
message was shared.
The state regents from each
state have written a blog about

Revised Poverty Guidelines Expand
WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program
More Indiana families may be
eligible for nutrition benefits
through the Indiana Women,
Infants and Children (WIC) program under revised federal poverty
guidelines that recently took effect.
Indiana WIC is a supplemental
nutrition program funded by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture and
managed by the Indiana State
Department of Health. It provides
healthy foods, breastfeeding support and nutrition education to
pregnant women, postpartum
women, breastfeeding mothers and
children up to the age of 5 who are
at health or nutritional risk and
meet income guidelines. Indiana
WIC helps provide healthy food to
more than 143,000 eligible
Hoosiers each month.
“WIC provides expectant mothers, infants and young children education and resources to develop

Starting July 11th ...
Grab 'n Go Hot Bar &
Salad Bar at Lunch!

Hours of Operation: 9am-3pm
Monday thru Saturday
12 E. Main St.,
Knightstown 445-2328

healthy eating habits early in life,”
said Indiana WIC Director Eldon
Whetstone. “We have implemented changes to our food package
allowing clients more choices in
the foods they purchase. We also
are pursuing greater use of technology to improve the WIC experience.”
Income guidelines are based on
gross pay and household size. A pregnant woman counts as two household
members. Under the revised guidelines, a family of two making
$30,044 a year can qualify for WIC
benefits, while a family of four making $45,510 a year is eligible.
Individuals with incomes up to
185 percent of the federal poverty
level are eligible for WIC. Families
who receive Medicaid or Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program
(SNAP) benefits already meet the
income requirements. Families who
do not qualify for these programs
may be eligible for WIC because of
its higher income limits. For a full
list of guidelines by family size,
visit www.in.gov/isdh/19695.htm.
Using WIC benefits is easy and
convenient. All Indiana WIC participants now use an EBT card that
allows them to purchase authorized
foods anytime during their 30-day
benefit cycle. For more information
about Indiana WIC or to find a clinic, visit www.wic.in.gov or call
800-522-0874.

Be Still & Heal Wellness
/ Occupational Therapy
/ CranioSacral Therapy

Be Still and Heal Wellness
4 E. Main St., Knightstown
317-402-2228
www.bestillandheal.com

If you see
Kay Denney,
wish her a
Happy 60th
Birthday
on June 24!
We love you!
Dave, Carissa & Ryan, Scott,
Craig & Brittany, and Bronwynn

their conference. It is a great opportunity for members to learn more
about the work of their states.
President General Ann Dillon states
said she is eager to welcome members to national headquarters this
month for the 126th National
Continental
Conference
in
Washington, D.C., June 28-July 2.
This year’s congress will give
special recognition to the World
War I centennial and the Americana
Collection will have a special
exhibit about work of DAR members throughout the war.
National Defender reported
Indianapolis VA and YMCA have
joined forces thanks to a $3.5 million grant from Lilly Endowment.
The Ortho Indy Foundation YMCA
in Pike Twp. in greater Indianapolis
will be first of its kind to offer traditional YMCA community programming alongside clinical services for
tens of thousands of veterans who
call the the Indy metro area home.
The Gold Star Court of Honor at
the Texas Historical marker was
placed in Spohn Park in Corpus
Christi, Texas. The Gold Star Court
of Honor is a World War I
Memorial established On Nov. 10,
2016. It was the first to honor
World War I deceased soldiers in
Texas. It was a custom in WWI for
families with members serving to
hang a banner or flag from a window. A blue star indicated the
See DAR, Page 12

Helms Birth
Joshua and Tarah Helms of Claremore, Okla., are pleased to announce
the birth of a daughter, Violet Faye Helms, born May 13 at Hillcrest
Hospital in Claremore. At birth, Violet weighed 7 lbs., and was 19.75 inches long. She was welcomed home by a sister, Lillian Michele Helms.
Paternal grandparents are Timothy Helms, a 1968 Knightstown High
School graduate, and Carol D. Helms of Thayne, Wy. Paternal greatgrandparent is Jutta Faye (Reeves) McDonald of Lewisville.
Maternal grandparents are Michele Kessel of Olympia, Wash., and
Daniel Melton of Lowell, Oreg.

www.thebanneronline.com
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LOCAL SPORTS
Inaugural Indy Hoop Festival
Dalton Moss, Thomas Pursley Play in EastJuly 8-9 at Lucas Oil Stadium
West Classic Football Game in Anderson
Basketball players of all ages and skill levels are invited to the inau-

Knightstown’s Dalton Moss (left) and Thomas Pursley (right) competed in the annual East-West Classic Football Game in Anderson
on Friday, June 16. KHS assistant coach Mark Moss (center) also
participated in the game as part of the East team’s coaching staff.
The West team edged out the East to win 22-21. (Photo provided)

Recent Knightstown graduates Dalton Moss and Thomas
Pursley competed in the EastWest Classic Football Game in
Anderson June 16, along with
top football players from other
Indiana high schools. The annual
game is sponsored by the Indiana
Football Hall of Fame.
Mark Moss, an assistant
coach for Knightstown’s varsity
football team and father of
Dalton Moss, also participated in
the game as part of the East
team’s coaching staff. He posted
online that he was “so thankful
of the opportunity to coach these
two men again” and he was
“proud of how well they both
played” in the game.
Dalton Moss posted after the
game that although the team fell
by one point, “I got to end my
football career with seven solo
pancake blocks and four assisted” and added “glad I got to play
one more game with #67.”
Pursley had four pancake
blocks in Friday’s game. Early
last month, Pursley signed his
letter of intent to continue his
football
career
at
Trine
University in Angola.

Mt. Lawn Postpones Raintree 100
Earlier this week, Mt. Lawn Speedway officials
announced the postponement of the 2017 Street
Stock Raintree 100, previously scheduled for
Sunday, July 9.
According to Rick Sweigart, Mt. Lawn owner,
“We are exploring our options at this time and will
determine what is best and make an announcement
as soon as possible.”

Sweigart cited extremely low car count in the
Street Stock division at the races held June 11 as the
major factor in the decision.
Other races are still scheduled for July 9 including Street Stocks, Van Hoy Oil Thunder Cars, Pro
Compacts, Stock FWD, Karts and State Farm
Insurance Street Drags.
Learn more about at Mt. Lawn at mtlawn.com.

gural Indy Hoop Festival, a 3on3 community basketball tournament that
includes a $2,500 cash prize for the overall elite division champions.
The two-day tournament will be held on Saturday, July 8, and Sunday,
July 9, outside at Lucas Oil Stadium in downtown
Indianapolis.
The festival, which is open to people of all ages,
is an opportunity for the community to come together in celebration of Indiana culture, history and
hoops.
"My goal when starting this event was to give
back to kids and the community through a familyfriendly summertime festival that is sure to become
one of the community's favorite traditions," said
Aaron Hogg, founder of Indy Hoop Festival.
The tournament format will consist of pool play on Saturday, leading
into single-elimination playoffs on Sunday. Each team will have the
opportunity to register in an appropriate division based on player ages.
Teams will then be matched against other teams in their division based
on specific player data including age, height and playing experience. The
divisions include: youth, teen, adult, high school elite, adult elite,
Special Olympics and wheelchair.
Registration fees for the event are $100 per team for the youth, teen
and adult divisions; $125 for the high school elite division; and $150 for
the adult elite division. The wheelchair and Special Olympics division
will be free of charge. The team registration deadline is Sunday, July 2.
Each team will get a minimum of three scheduled games over the
course of the two-day tournament. All registered players will also
receive a participant T-shirt. Champion and runner-up teams from each
individual bracket will receive additional awards commemorating their
achievement. The single men's and women's Adult Elite Division team
champions will win a $2,500 cash prize.
Indy Hoop Festival is paired up with Eventuris, a company based out
of Washington that specializes in creating legendary 3on3 events.
Eventuris has helped produce many other 3on3 tournaments including
the Nike Basketball 3ON3, Rip City 3on3, PHX3on3 and the Dew NBA
3X tour.
"It is an honor to be partnering with the inaugural Indy Hoop Festival
as Indiana is the heartland of American basketball," said Aaron Magner,
director of operations for Eventuris. "I'm confident that this event will
become a great annual tradition for all Hoosiers."
For more information about Indy Hoop Festival and/or to register
your team, please visit https://indyhoopfest.net. You can also follow us
on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook.

Support The Banner E-Sub $25/year

Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame Names New Directors for 2017
The Indiana Basketball Hall of
Fame has elected new officers and
added five new members to their
Board of Directors following the
organization’s annual meeting on
Thursday, June 15.
Steve Witty, a 2012 HOF
inductee, has been elected to a
two-year term as President of the
Board. Witty, a graduate of Center
Grove High School and Franklin
College, was the head coach at Ben
Davis High School from 19902002, leading teams to 1995 and
1996 IHSAA state championships.
Since 2002, he has served as
Executive Director of the Indiana
Basketball Coaches Association.
He lives in Avon.
Jerry Peirson, a 2010 HOF
inductee, has been elected as
Executive Vice President. A graduate of Royerton High School and
Miami (OH) University, he served
as head coach at Cowan High
School before a coaching career at
Miami (OH), including as head
men’s basketball coach from 19841990. Retired from a position with
Ball State University’s Cardinal
Varsity Club, he resides in
Yorktown.
Ray Pavy, a 1990 HOF
inductee, remains the organization’s Treasurer. A graduate of
New Castle Chrysler High School
and Indiana University, he was

head coach at Sulphur Springs and
Shenandoah high schools before a
lengthy career as a school administrator in New Castle. He resides in
New Castle.
Denny Brady, a 2006 HOF
inductee, has been appointed to a
two-year term as Secretary. A graduate of Lafayette Jefferson High
School and Purdue University, he
was Indiana’s 1964 Mr. Basketball
as the leading scorer for the
Bronchos’ 1963 state finalist and
1964 state championship teams.
He resides in Carmel.
Judi Warren, a 2002 HOF
inductee, has been elevated from
the organization’s Board of
Directors to an At-Large position
on the Executive Committee.
Indiana’s
inaugural
Miss
Basketball after leading Warsaw to
the 1976 IHSAA girls state championship, Warren is a Warsaw High
School and Franklin College graduate. A retired teacher and coach,
spending time at South Dearborn,
Maconoquah and Carmel high
schools, she resides in Carmel.
Additionally, Steve Brett, Steve
Davidson, David Gadis, Steve Platt
and Dave Schellhase have been
appointed to four-year terms as
new members of the Board of
Directors, effective July 1.
Steve Brett is a graduate of
Loogootee High School and

Indiana State University. Along
with a teaching career, he spent 37
seasons as an Indiana high school
boys basketball head coach,
amassing 467 wins at Bloomfield,
Seymour,
Loogootee
and
Shakamak. Retired, he resides in
Linton.
Steve Davidson is a graduate of
Boonville High School and Butler
University College of Pharmacy.
Retired from a 28-year career with
Eli Lilly and Company, he has
spent the past five years as an
assistant coach with Zionsville
Community Schools. He resides in
Carmel.
David Gadis, a 2014 HOF
inductee, is a graduate of Pike
High School and Southern
Methodist University. Currently
the Chief Revenue Officer for
USA Track and Field, he previously was Executive Vice President of
Veolia North America and
President/CEO of Veolia Water
Indianapolis. Among numerous
directorships, he has served on the
Boards of Fifth Third Bank,
Indiana Sports Corporation, the
Greater Indianapolis Chamber of
Commerce and the Indiana
Chamber Commerce. He resides in
Indianapolis.
Steve Platt, a 1996 HOF
inductee, is a graduate of Union
Township
High
School

(Huntington County) and the thenHuntington College. An AllAmerican in his college days, he
twice led the nation in scoring
average and he remains the highest
scoring college player in Indiana
history (3,700 career points). In 14
seasons as the head coach at
Huntington University, his teams
won 329 games and finished as
2006 NAIA National Runners-up.
Retired from coaching, his family
farms 1,100 acres east of
Huntington, where he resides.
Dave Schellhase, a 1992 HOF
inductee, is a graduate of
Evansville North High School and
Purdue University. Setting the city
career scoring record (1,325
points) in Evansville, he graduated
from Purdue with the program’s
single-game (57) and career
(2,074) scoring records, was the
nation’s leading scorer and a consensus All-American in 1966
before becoming the first NBA
draft pick in Chicago Bulls franchise history. He was the head
men’s basketball coach at Indiana
State University from 1982-1985
and is the winningest head coach in
the history of Moorhead State
(MN) University, with 298 wins in
18 seasons. Employed at
Logansport High School from
2004-2015, he is retired and
resides in Logansport.

A full listing of the Indiana
Basketball Hall of Fame officers
and board members for the 20172018 year:
Officers
Steve Witty, President
Jerry Peirson, Exec. Vice Pres.
Ray Pavy, Treasurer
Denny Brady, Secretary
Sam Alford, Immediate Past
President
Bill Walker, Vice Pres. North
Mark Baltz, Vice Pres. Central
Donna Sullivan, Vice Pres.
South
Phil Isenbarger, At-Large
Judi Warren, At-Large
Vance Meier, Henry County
Representative
Chris May, Executive Director
Board of Directors
Larry Angle
Steve Brett
Mike Broughton
Bobby Cox
Steve Davidson
Roger DeYoung
Jim Fisher
Mark Gabriel
David Gadis
Greg Humnicky
Alan Nass
Steve Platt
Jim Powers, Jr.
Dave Schellhase
Al Tucker
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Former KHS Basketball Players Return to Compete in Alumni Games
by Stacy Cox
General Manager/Sports Editor
Former players of Knightstown basketball teams came together last
Friday night to compete in the Knightstown Alumni Games at
Knightstown High School gym.
The event was organized by current Knightstown varsity basketball
head coach Dusty Magee, a former star for the Panthers who also competed on the team of players from 2003-2007.
Though scoring was maintained on the scoreboard during the games,
individual stats were not kept or not available.
Each of the games started out with smiles and light-hearted attitudes.
It didn’t matter the age of the player, within a few minutes on floor, the
competitve spirits were unleashed.
In the first game between Knightstown’s current junior varsity players and the former players that graduated prior to 2002, the alumni team
worked the current Panthers hard on defense. Craig Richey was hot from
the outside and kept at the Panther guards frustrated on defense while
Rob Matlock and rest of the alumni players were not shy about taking
the ball hard to basket.
In the second game between the 2003-2006 classes and the graduates
from 2007-2014, the intensity cranked up. Greg Freeman and Dusty
Magee were hitting threes on one end and Bryce Cole did the same on
the other end. Shane Roland and Seth Apollos were often matched up
against each other and their competitiveness on the floor had not waned.
Zach Apollos and Ryan Fultz were strong in the paint and worked hard
against each other on several plays.
Greg Freeman and Seth Apollos both handled the ball at the top like
they play everyday and each made a few no-look passes that wowed the
fans. The 2003-2006 players had pushed their lead out to double digits
before the 2007-2014 players narrowed the score late in the second half
but were unable to pull out the win.
In the third game between recent graduates from 2015-2017 and the
current varsity players, there was a lot more passing the ball around and
less going hard at each other than fans had witnessed in the previous
game. Daniel Rayburn, a 2017 graduate, was feeling quite comfortable
on the court and hit several outside shots. Zach Manley had added a few
more inches since he had graduated and was easily the tallest guy in the
gym. He made a sweet two-handed dunk in the second half, which may
have been the only dunk the whole night.
Fans who attended might have expected much more showing off and
good-natured fun in the alumni games. Though players were heard talking about how much they enjoyed it, they all seemed to take the games
seriously while they were on the floor, giving the fans some flashbacks
of their glory days as Panthers.

Former Panther Drake Peggs Playing
for Chillicothe Paints This Summer
Knightstown 2016 graduate
Drake Peggs recently completed
his freshman baseball season at
Eastern Michigan University, a
NCAA Division 1 school.
Peggs is continuing to play over
the summer with a spot on the
Chillicothe Paints, a member of
the top summer collegiate wood
bat league in the country, the
Prospect League.
The Prospect League fields
teams in cities throughout Ohio,
Indiana, Pennsylvania, Illinois,
Tennessee, West Virginia and
Missouri. The Chillicothe Paints,
the charter member of the Prospect
League since 2009, make their
home at V.A. Memorial Stadium in
Chillicothe, Ohio.
The Chillicothe Paints are currently leading the east division of
the Prospect League and hold the
best record, 13-6, in the 10-team
league. Other teams in the

Prospect League include Butler
BlueSox, Champion City Kings,
Danville
Dans,
Kokomo
Jackrabbits, Lafayette Aviators,
Quincy Gems, Springfield Sliders,
Terre Haute Rex and West Virginia
Miners.
Peggs has played in eight of the
Paints’ 13 games and has nine hits
and one walk with five RBIs and
one run scored.
For his freshman year on the
Eastern Michigan University baseball team, Peggs played in 52 of
the 62 EMU games, making the
starting lineup for 42 games.
In 135 at-bats for Peggs at
EMU, he managed to get a hit 27
times, including three doubles and
two triples for 14 RBIs with 17
runs scored. He was third on the
team in the number of walks he
drew with 30. He also reached
base five times after getting hit by
a pitch.

You Only Have One Hometown Newspaper!

Participating in the Knightstown Alumni Games for the team of former players in the graduating class of
2002 or older were (l-r) Rob Matlock, Mel Matlock, Chris Duncan, Josh Plank, Craig Richey, Kyle Rhodes,
Drew Crawford and Jim Newkirk. (Stacy Cox photo)

Participating in the Knightstown Alumni Games for the team of former players in the graduating class of
2003-2006 were (l-r) Kile Riggs, Shane Roland, Tyler Roberts, Zach Taylor, Eric Freeman, Ross Matlock,
Greg Freeman, Ryan Fultz, Dusty Magee and Josh Griggs. (Stacy Cox photo)

Participating in the Knightstown Alumni Games for the team of former players in the graduating classes
of 2007-2014 were (l-r) Jordan Kane, Kyle Buckley, Chris Mefford, Austin Craft, Seth Apollos, Bryce Cole,
Zach Apollos, Jordan Bearhope, Lane Fields and Travis Titus. (Stacy Cox photo)

We’d Sure Appreciate Your Support.
thebanneronline.com/subscriptions

LET US HAVE IT!
Do you have Knightstown, Tri or Eastern Hancock
athletes playing in summer sports leagues?

WE WANT YOUR NEWS!
Please send your results, schedules and/or photos
to Stacy Cox at scox@thebanneronline.com
Or, tag us @ktownbanner on Twitter when you
post your local athlete’s results/photos

Participating in the Knightstown Alumni Games for the team of former players in the graduating classes
of 2015-2017 were (l-r) Daniel Rayburn, Jake Bearhope, Max Wever, Zach Manley, Coleman Wyatt, Jarrett
Weidner and Kyle Rayburn. (Stacy Cox photo)
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Classifieds
FOR RENT

FOR SALE

YOGA CLASSES

SERVICES

FOR SALE - Samoyed puppies
8
weeks
old,
healthy,
shots,ready for new home
Extremely socialized, playful,
cuddly, great for families They
are wonderful with kids!! nemawood@gmail.com (6-28)
COUNTRY
COTTAGE
DREAMS - New Items Weekly Booth 108 @ K-Town Flea
Market & Antiques. 121 E. Main.
Hammers, Saws, Screwdrivers,
Hardware, Vintage Glassware,
Feed Sacks, Many Vintage
Items. Beautiful TV Armour $25.
Come on in & check us out on
Etsy at countrycottagedreams
(one word)!
CHARLYNN DESIGNS online
store now open. Visit charlynndesigns.com for more store
information and to see our new
items. Be sure to follow us on
social media.

YOGA - Chair yoga. All ages,
all levels. See everyoneisayogi.com for schedule. Be Still
and Heal Center. Call 212-2037588 or contact
erinhaldrup@gmail.com. (tfn)

AUCTIONEER - For all your
auction needs: real estate, personal property, estates. Hawk
Auctions & Appraisals. C.A.G.A.
certified. Devin Hawk - 765-5245642 (tfn)
DOG or CAT GROOMING - $25
for full groom. 905 W. South Dr.,
Knightstown. Call 614-917-9964
to schedule an appointment.
FRED ZEILINGA Excavating.
765-565-6702. Septic systems,
top soil, gravel, stone.
VAIL’S CONCRETE - Commercial and residential. Free estimates. Fully insured. 765-6232593. 40 years experience. (TFN)

YARD SALE

WANTED: House with yard to
rent in Knightstown area. Fixerupper OK. 317-468-8915. (6-21)

GARAGE SALE - Saturday,
June 24, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 24 W.
Jackson St. Everything 25
cents. Rain or shine.

Town of Wilkinson annual
Garage sale with new twist
Weir Cook community day
Saturday, June 24, 8 a.m.??? Car show and vendors!
GARAGE SALE - 6051 N. SR
109, Wilkinson. Thursday thru
Saturday, 9 a.m.-? New Vera
Bradley purses $25, new Lula
Roe deep discounts, Air Fryers,
CriCut Air 2, Legos, furniture,
knick-knacks. All new items!
Worth the drive!
BARN SALE - Friday, June 23.
8-3, and Saturday, June 24, 811 am. Lots of misc home decor.
Nice small tv stand. 5920 W.
850-N, Carthage (up hill from
park)

HELP WANTED
Drivers CDL-A: We Have What
You Need! Now Hiring! Work 5
on/ 2 off and Be Home Every
Day! Great Weekly Pay,
Beautiful
Equipment.
Full
Benefits. 100% Employee
Owned! We Hire You To Retire
You! CALL TODAY! 877-6002121 (6-28)

YOUR AD HERE!
one week

$

14.00

prepay for 26 weeks
and get 50% off!

That’s just $182.00
for six months!

PET ADOPTION
“Journey”
This 6-mos.-old
med. haired orange
princess is playful
and loving, and
would make a great
addition to your
family

HELP WANTED
WANTED TO RENT
please visit
thebanneronline.com

KNIGHTSTOWN
ACADEMY PLACE APARTMENTS
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, 62 years or older, disabled
(regardless of age). Rent based on income (if qualified),
Barrier Free Available. Contact Dawn, 765-345-7789.
Equal Housing Opportunity, This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and employer. TDD 800-649-3777

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED - Part-time pressroom help needed at MidCountry
Media. Stop by 27 N. Jefferson for an application. (6-14)

Drivers CDL-A: Home Daily!
Dedicated runs. $180-200/Day!
6mos OTR. Don't Delay, Call
Today! 844-295-0428 (6-21)

CHILD CARE

CLASS A CDL TRUCK DRIVER
Morristown Express hauls food grade liquids (Soybean oil, corn syrup & chocolates)
and has openings for Class A drivers to run a mix of regional and local freight.
Avg. $48 to $57k / yr $2,000 sign on
Paid orientation and tank training
Full benefits package (medical, dental, vision, 401k)
Class A CDL with 12+ mos TT exp pref’d
The ability to pass DOT physical/drug screen
Call 855-525-2855 and ask for Jon or visit www.morristownexpress.com
l

CHILDCARE - in my home.
CPR and First Aid certified.
Reasonable and dependable.
345-7284 (TFN)

l

l

l

l

l

HELP WANTED

The Office of the
Henry County
Sheriff

WASTEWATER, BUILDING
INSPECTOR - PART TIME
The Town of Wilkinson is seeking a
qualified candidate to perform semiskilled and manual work in the operation of equipment and maintenance
facilities within the Wilkinson
Wastewater Department of the Town of
Wilkinson. This person will report
directly to the Town Board of Wilkinson.
Job duties include (but are not limited to): Operation of a dump truck,
backhoe, front-end loader and snow
plow. Will be responsible for the maintenance of the municipal building and
park, operating 6 lift pumps and 2
forced main pumps, generator and
alarm system. The building inspector
writes building permits, makes inspections, and maintains street lights. This
person is responsible to clear the
snow from town streets, put down salt,
fill pot holes, do regular service to town
trucks and equipment, repair street
signs and mosquito control.
Candidate must be a high school
graduate (or GED equivalent), have
mechanical aptitude/experience, and
have previous experience in motor
equipment operation. Candidate must
have a valid Indiana motor vehicle
operator’s license and be in good
physical condition. Reasonable
accommodations may be made to
enable individuals with disabilities to
perform essential functions.
All interested parties may submit a
resume and/or cover letter to:
Janette Young, Clerk-Treasurer
Town of Wilkinson, P.O. Box 6
Wilkinson, IN 46186
Email:
wilkinsontownof@yahoo.com
Fax: 765-781-0044
Phone: 765-781-6055
A detailed description of this position with
specific job duties is available upon request.

THE

Banner

We keep an eye out,
so you don’t have to.
In-state subscriptions
Just $40
Out-of-state $45

E-mail news tips to The Banner
thebanner@embarqmail.com

The Office of the Henry County Sheriff is currently taking
applications for and will be hiring both full-time and parttime correctional officers. The full-time position pays
$15.59/hr plus benefits, and the part-time position pays
$13.25/hr. Applications are available at the New Castle
WorkOne Center in Payne Village Shopping Center,
3011 S. 14th St., New Castle,
or online at www.henryco.net.
Direct questions to Major Jay Davis at 765-521-7032.

Read The Banner!
We give you

LOCAL NEWS
We don’t give you world news that
has no bearing on your lives.
Support a Newspaper that Cares About You!
Independently Owned and Operated ...
Your Trusted Source for Local News - The Banner
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The Banner’s “At Your Service”

SERVICE CENTER
Call 345-2292 for information on how to advertise here!
INSURANCE

TREE SERVICE

LAWN MOWER SALES & SERVICE

Smith’s Tree Service
TREE TRIMMING
and REMOVAL
Harold Smith & Son
X TOTAL STUMP REMOVAL
X BUCKET TRUCK EQUIPPED
fully insured
free estimates

1-800-825-6370
LOCAL TOWING SERVICE

ROOFING

WATT
ROOFING
Serving Henry, Rush, Wayne
and Hancock Counties

Free Roofing Estimates

Payne’s Auto Parts
hour wrecker
O 24-h
service
O Cash for cars &
trucks with quick pick-u
up

New Roofs, Tear Offs & Reroofs

765-529-9161

10532 N. Carthage Pk.
Primitive Camping: $20
With Electric: $25
Call 565-6718

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR
JUST

$12.00
PER WEEK

6 E. 4th St., Carthage 765-565-6554

We Sell the Best and Service the Rest!

PARTS & SERVICE FOR ...
Y All Stihl Products Y Toro Mowers
Y BCS/Mantis Tillers Y Scag Z-Turn Mowers
Equipment Pick-up & Deliver Available!

Charlottesville, Indiana

ROOFING

Fishing $3 per person
Kids Under 12 FREE!

Saw & Mower Shop

Call 317-936-9583
or Toll-free 1-866-936-9583

Licensed & Insured

Wood’s Lake
& Campground

Larry’s

LOCAL AUTO REPAIR

LINGENFELTER REPAIR

“In God
We Trust”
O

765-345-5757

“In God
We Trust”

MUFFLERS O BRAKES O TUNE-UPS O SUSPENSION

DIESEL & AUTO DIAGNOSTICS & REPAIR

ABS & Brake Repair, AC Repair & Recharge, Wheel Bearings,
Ball Joints, Front End Suspension, Tie Rod Ends, Exhausts
UP-T
TO-D
DATE COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS - $35.00
Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

LINGENFELTER REPAIR - 28 N. ADAMS ST. - 765-345-5757

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR
JUST

$12.00
PER WEEK

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR
JUST
PER WEEK

Car Care Council’s Car Care Guide in your glove box.
Order a free copy online at www.carcare.org/car-careguide.
Rich White, executive director
Car Care Council

Park, from Page 3
and she was asked to provide this information
before the council will consider paying the overage.
Clerk-Treasurer Beth Huffman also reported that
the park board had notified her that it would like to
consider establishing a new cumulative building fund.
If approved, the new fund would levy a small tax (no
more than 1.67 cents per $100 of taxable property) to
provide money for building, remodeling a repair of

DRIVEWAY WORK

OPPORTUNITY

DRIVEWAY

TWEEDY LUMBER
DO-IT CENTER

Guys

Asphalt Paving - Seal Coating
Patchwork - Stone Commercial Driveways Start to Finish

Fred Hopkins

EVERYTING FOR
THE HOME AND
LUMBER, TOO!
100 S. Perkins, Rushville

765-99 32-33 981
800-44 41-55 550

765-520-7678

$12.00

Letters, from Page 4
To be prepared for an unplanned roadside emergency, remember to fully charge cell phones before
you go and bring along a vehicle emergency kit,
including jumper cables, emergency flairs, first-aid kit,
flashlight with extra batteries, bottled water, non-perishable food items and blankets. Keep a copy of the

We are offering 0% financing for We now
carry
48 months on Scag Z-Turns!
hardware!
Limited time only!
HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

We now
carry
hardware!

LOCAL AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
OEngine

& Transmission

Repair
OABS & Brake Repair
OComputer Diagnostics
OElectrical Repair
O20 Years Experience
OA/C Repair

Computer Diagnostic Check
Foreign or Domestic

$

only

45

*Complete Diagnostics Check-up Includes
Engine, Airbag & Body Check. A $60 value

MC
C Auto Repair Service
3427 South State Rd. 103 - 765-529-5925

park and recreation facilities, or for puchase of land for
park and recreation purposes.
While Huffman said she was pleased that the park
board was looking at this as an option for increasing
park revenue, she said it was "not viable for this year."
She said all of the things that must be done to set this
up could not be accomplished by an early August
deadline, but that this should be doable for next year.

00

Your Complete
Auto Care
Center!

Banner Subscriptions
Just $40 a Year!
51 Issues Delivered
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Knightstown Also Applies for Community Crossings Matching Grant
by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner
One week after the Carthage Town
Council voted to apply for state grant funds
to help pay for road repairs in that town, the
Knightstown Town Council took similar
action.
Members of the Knightstown Town
Council voted unanimously at their June 15
monthly meeting to approve applying for a
Community Crossings matching grant
through the Indiana Department of
Transportation. The application is due July
14, with INDOT expected to announce preliminary grant award winners in late
August.
Dan Wright of PPBH Inc., a North
Vernon-based engineering firm working
with the town on utility and infrastructure
improvement projects, will prepare the
grant application for the town. While this

program awarded grants based on a 50-percent match from local government grant
recipients last year, Wright said the matching requirement this year has been reduced
to 25 percent.
“They're begging small communities to
ask for money,” Wright said of INDOT's
push to award Community Crossings grants.
The town council agreed to try to come
up with $30,000 in matching funds. If its
grant application is successful, that would
mean the town would have a total of
$120,000 to put toward repairs to the five
worst road surfaces in town, as determined
by a study Wright’s firm did. These sections
of road were not identified for the public at
last week's meeting.
Council member Roger Hammer
asked Wright whether the roads will be
ground down and the resurfaced. Wright
said the repairs “will be appropriate to

whatever the road condition is.”
Clerk-Treasurer Beth Huffman said if
the town succeeds in getting the grant, it
will then need to seek bids for the road
work. Unfortunately, she said some contractors don't want to bid on road work in
Knightstown because there is more lucrative work elsewhere.
Wright said the timing of the grant, however, could work in Knightstown's favor.
Because the town would have until next
April to select a vendor to do the road work,
he said that means it would most likely be
the fall or winter when the town is seeking
bids, which, because many of those firms
have less work during the colder months,
can be a good time for that.
Hammer asked Wright if the town could
do work on more than five stretches of road
if it were to have any money left over after
doing those. Wright said that would be per-

missible, but that he thought repairing the
five worst sections of road in town would
use all of any funding the town receives.
In other road-related matters, Huffman
advised the council that she had recently
received a memo from the state regarding
the use of money from the town's Motor
Vehicle Highway Fund. Starting July 1, she
said at least half of any money spent from
this fund must go toward construction or
reconstruction of roads or maintenance of
infrastructure.
This change, Huffman said, raises issues
about how the town currently pays the
salary for Brian Lane, head of the town's
street department and one of three co-town
managers. She said the town will need to do
a better job of keeping track of exactly how
much time Lane spends working on town
roads in order to be able to justify spending
MVH funds on his salary.

Birds of Prey on Display New Castle School Receives Grant
at Summit Lake Friday
See live birds of prey at
Summit Lake State Park on Friday,
June 23. The event runs from 8-9
p.m. at the Harvey Shelter.
The birds are from the
Salamonie Lake Raptor Center.
Visitors can learn what an
Eastern screech owl sounds like,
look into the eyes of a red-tailed
hawk, and discover how these
birds contribute to the environment.
Donations will be accepted for

bird care.
Children must be accompanied
by an adult.
The program is free after paying the standard gate fee of $7 per
in-state vehicle and $9 per out-ofstate vehicle.
For more information call 765766-5873
or
visit
stateparks.IN.gov/2967.htm.
Summit Lake State Park is
located at 5993 N. Messick Road,
New Castle, IN 47362.

Boost, from Page 1
The council voted unanimously to authorize the purchase of the second
valve. Anderson said he would call the vendor the following day and that
he hoped work could be completed this week.
In other utility-related business, the council adopted an ordinance
approving the issuance of bond anticipation notes (BANs) to secure
$650,000 in financing to apply toward a wastewater utility improvement
project that is expected to cost about $5.75 million. Gregg Morelock, the
town's attorney, said money from the BANs will cover design costs for the
project, plus legal and finance expenses.
The money from the BANs, Morelock said, is expected to be paid back
within a year with funds from low-interest financing the town hopes to get
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Office of Rural Development.
"This is, by far, the preferable way to do this," Morelock told the council.
The council also voted at last week's meeting to forgo seeking a grant
from the state's Office of Community and Rural Affairs that, if awarded,
may have helped pay for as much as $600,000 of the sewer project's cost.
Instead, the council will simply pursue financing through Rural
Development, which, unlike projects funded through OCRA grants, will
not require contractors to pay union-scale wages.
The council also approved a contract with H.J. Umbaugh & Associates,
the Indianapolis-based firm that serves as the town's rate consultant on
utility matters, for work related to issuance of the BANs. Umbaugh will
paid $10,000 for this work, with their fee being paid out of the financing
secured by the BANs.

The Indiana State Budget
Committee today approved nearly
$2 million for the Excellence in
Performance Grant program,
according to State Rep. Tim Brown
(R-Crawfordsville) and State Sen.
Luke Kenley (R-Noblesville).
“Funds provided under this
grant are specifically awarded to
highly effective teachers in Title I
schools,” said Brown, chair of the
State Budget Committee. “These
educators work in the state’s highest-need schools and are dedicated
to being a positive influence on the

students in their classrooms,
regardless of their special needs or
obstacles they may face.”
According to Kenley, who will
soon chair the committee once
Brown’s term expires, 569 teachers
in 48 Indiana schools will receive a
cash award this year.
New
Castle’s
Eastwood
Elementary School was one of several school receiving grants.
School districts applying for the
grant must be a Title I Focus or
Priority school. These schools
serve a high percentage of children

DAR, from Page 7
military member was serving. A gold star indicated a family member had
been killed in service. In 1922, the Veterans of Foreign Wars conducted the
first nationwide “poppy” distribution. The poppy not only has come to be
a symbol of the sacrifices of American service members in WWI, it is also
the official memorial flower of the VFW.
Baldock gave an update of the Aug. 5 outing to be held at the (BHPS)
Benjamin Harrison’s presidential site.
Akers gave an update of Memorial Day services she attended. She
asked those at the meeting if they would like to honor the veterans on
Veterans Day in November at their churches.
Treasurer Judy Martin gave an update of the two colleges that DAR
support through Indian coin contributions.
Akers announced the local chapter had won second place with their
scrapbook in the appropriate division. Amelia Wyatt and Darlene Petry
were thanked for this. The chapter also received awards for helping veterans.
Vikkie gave a report of the Spring Outing at Hoosier Park. Denise,
Vikkie and Darlene were guests of the Anderson Chapter on May 24th at
Hoosier Park.
Baldock reminded everyone she would need a head count for the Aug.
5 outing at Benjamin Harrison’s presidential site.
Baldock, a part-time caregiver for Marion Nancy (Nan) Malik Somes,
a World War II survivor, gave the program on Somes, a remarkable lady
who will turn 101 years old in August.

from low-income households and
receive financial assistance to help
ensure their students meet academic standards. Selections, which are
made by the Indiana Department of
Education and then reviewed by the
State Budget Committee after a
competitive application process,
are based on staff performance
evaluations and the development of
career pathways in school corporations. Approved schools then provide cash awards to highly effective
educators working in their corporations.
Information about the application process can be found online at
www.doe.in.gov.

Plan Commission
Reviewing More
Zoning Changes
As it nears the finish of its work
going reviewing and discussing
revisions to the town’s zoning ordinance and related land-use provisions, the Knightstown Plan
Commission will meet Monday
evening to go over the town’s zoning map.
The commission will review the
current zoning designations for
properties within the town boundaries and discuss whether any
changes should be made. The meeting, which is open to the public,
will be held at 6:30 p.m. in the
Knightstown Town Council's
chambers at 28 S. Washington St.

Withdraw, from Page 1
also safeguards for utility customers mandated by state
statutes. For example, she said utility rates and charges
"must not be discriminatory" and must be "reasonable and
just."
Huffman also pointed out that there are a "very small
number" of town utilities that still belong to the IURC. She
said someone from that agency told her the primary reason
why some towns still have not withdrawn is because officials in those towns like to be able to blame the IURC when
they raise rates.
According to figures on the agency's website, 67 municipal electric utilities have withdrawn from the IURC, while
Knightstown is one of only nine municipal electric utilities
remaining under the IURC's jurisdiction. As for municipal
water utilities, 365 have withdrawn from the IURC, leaving
just Knightstown and 27 others still under the agency's
purview. The IURC does not oversee municipal wastewater
utilities, like the town's, so that utility is not covered by the
agency's jurisdiction.
As she has at prior meetings, Huffman reminded the
council that the town's most recent efforts to get an increase
in water rates and charges approved by the IURC had been
both time-consuming and expensive. It took nearly 10
months for the IURC to approve an increase, and Huffman
noted that the town owes nearly $19,000 to the rate consultant hired to prepare a rate study and application for an
increase, plus $3,000 in filing fees to the IURC.
Jones asked the council if it would consider sending out
a notice in utility bills to let customers know when future
rate increases were going to be considered.
"Not everybody reads The Banner," Jones said, "but
everybody does open their utility bill every month." Irvin
also said he would support a notice being sent to customers.
"Our utility bill communications have been going very

well," Huffman said.
Council President Sarah Ward assured the public that
council members could be trusted not to raise utility rates
and charges more than necessary.
"Everyone on this council lives in Knightstown," Ward
said. "So, our water rate goes up just like everybody else's.
… We're going to be paying the same rate as the rest of you
if we raise it."
"We don't at all take this lightly," council member
Roger Hammer added. He said opting out of the IURC
would make it easier and cheaper for the council to adjust
rates and charges, possibly even lowering them at some
point if the revenue needs for any of the town's utilities
decrease.
Council Vice President Kevin Knott said he thought
there would be sufficient safeguards in place to look out for
the interests of utility customers if the town were to withdraw from the IURC. The rate studies and public hearings
that would still be part of the process, he said, would provide ample checks and balances.
Christina De Witt of H.J. Umbaugh & Associates, the
Indianapolis accounting firm that serves as the town's utility
rate consultant, said rate studies cost less when a municipality no longer belongs to the IURC. While she didn't provide
an exact dollar figure, she did say that her firms fees usually are only 25 percent to 50 percent of what they are for
clients who still belong to the IURC.
Following the public hearing, the council voted unanimously to approve the ordinance withdrawing the town's
water and electric utilities from the IURC's jurisdiction on
first reading. The council then voted unanimously to suspend its normal rules and went on to approve it on the final,
second reading that same night.
The council's decision to opt out of the IURC will take

effect 60 days from the date of its adoption unless the town
receives a petition requesting that the town's utility customers be allowed to decide the issue as a public referendum. The petition must be signed by at least the number of
registered town voters required to place a candidate on the
ballot, which, according to county election officials, is a relatively small number, likely fewer than 20.
The council also directed Morelock to amend the town's
utility ordinance to require the town to send utility customers a notice with their monthly bill at least 30 days
before the council intends to consider any increase in rates
and charges. He said he would prepare the amendment and
bring it to the council's July meeting.
While the town says rate studies and public hearings
will still be part of the process of future efforts to increase
utility rates and charges, opting out of the IURC will cause
local utility customers to lose a safeguard that has helped
them in the past. The Office of the Utility Consumer
Counselor is a state agency that looks out for the interests
of utility customers and fights to keep rates and charges of
utilities under the IURC's jurisdiction no higher than necessary.
For example, in 2014, when the town requested a 9.6percent increase in electric rates and charges, the OUCC
was successful in persuading the IURC to only approve a
5.8-percent increase. Similarly, in 2008, when the town
sought a water rate increase, the IURC went with the 43.84percent increase suggested by the OUCC instead of the
47.8-percent hike the town was seeking.
If the Knightstown Town Council's decision to opt out of
the IURC is not challenged by local utility customers and is
allowed to take effect, the OUCC will no longer be
involved in looking out for the interests of Knightstown
utility customers.

