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“The people must know before they can act, and there is no educator to compare with the press.” - Ida B. Wells

THE Banner
LETTER TO EDITOR: AIM FOR

ENERGY INDEPENDENCEPAGE 4 SORORITY FOCUSES ON
LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPSPAGE 7

Girl Scouts Selling
Cookies Right Now

Central Indiana Girl Scouts are
selling cookies now through
March 15. Pre-orders have been
taken and Scouts will making
deliveries beginning Feb. 4. For
more information, call Barb
Mofield at 317-442-2620.

The Historic Knightstown
museum, located on the Public
Square at 22 N. Washington St.,
will have new winter hours.
Winter hours will be 10 a.m.-12
p.m. each Friday and Saturday. For
more information, or to visit the
museum by appointment, call
David Steele at 765-345-7585.
Membership payments (family,
$20; individual, $15) may be
mailed to HKI at P.O. Box 74,
Knightstown, IN 46148.

Expiration Dates
Appear on Labels

Attention Subscribers
The Banner no longer mails

renewal notices to subscribers of
the print edition. The expiration
date of every subscription is print-
ed on the top of the mailing label
each week, right above the sub-
scriber’s name. 

KUMC Women to
Host Annual Dinner

HKI Museum Open
Fridays, Saturdays

Grants Workshop
Today in New Castle

The Henry County Community
Foundation (HCCF) will be hosting
its spring grants workshop on
Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 4 p.m. It will
be held at the New Castle-Henry
County Public Library auditorium.
Contact Jayanna Thompson at 765-
529-2235 or info@henrycounty-
cf.org to register.

Knightstown United Methodist
Church Women will host their
annual chicken noodle dinner on
Saturday, Feb. 7, 4:30-7 p.m. A
freewill offering will be accepted
for the meal, which includes
homemade noodles served with
mashed potatoes, green beans,
slaw, drinks, homemade rolls and
homemade pies. The public is
invited. The church’s fellowship
hall is located at 27 S. Jefferson
St., Knightstown.

At Senior Living at Forest Ridge, it’s
all about choice. Our commitment to
providing exceptional senior living
that exceeds your expectations is
what sets us apart.
CCaallll  oorr  ssttoopp  bbyy  ttooddaayy  
ttoo  sscchheedduullee  aa  
ppeerrssoonnaall  ttoouurr!!

Senior Living at Forest Ridge
2800 Forest Ridge Parkway
New Castle, IN 47362
seniorlivingatforestridge.com

Two stained glass windows Glen Cove Cemetery chapel were bro-
ken over the weekend.

Greg Neice, works manager for the town of Knightstown, said
someone noticed the damaged windows early Sunday and contacted
the Knightstown Police Department. An inspection of the premises
revealed that the windows, both on the east side of the building, had
been broken by a few sizeable chunks of concrete that were found
inside the building.

Neice said the damage was done either late Saturday night or early
Sunday morning by a snow plow heading south on State Road 109.
The concrete, he believes, is from a curb near the south entrance to the
cemetery, just in front of the chapel, that photographs he took at the site
show to be broken up.

According to Neice, the plow likely had its blade angled toward the
west side of the road. When the driver hit the curb, he said the chunks
of concrete were thrown through the chapel windows.

Neice said that town employees were working Saturday night,
clearing local streets. However, he said the chapel was undamaged
when they finished, leading him to believe it may have been a driver
from the Indiana Department of Transportation who was responsible.

As of Monday, the damaged windows had been boarded up and the
mess inside the chapel had been cleaned up. Neice said the town's
insurance company has been contacted and that he is hopeful the town
can find someone to replace the two stained glass windows.

Two Windows Damaged
at Glen Cove Cemetery

Carthage Town Council
Ready to Fill Vacancy

The Carthage Town Council is
expected to fill a vacancy at its
monthly meeting Monday evening,
replacing a council member who
resigned two months earlier.

Council member Crystal
Trueblood announced her resigna-
tion at the council's Dec. 8 meet-
ing, a move prompted by a state
statute that prohibits volunteer fire-
fighters from holding elective
office in any unit of government
for which their fire department pro-
vides fire protection services.
Trueblood has been a member of
the Carthage Volunteer Fire
Department since 1999 and has
served as its president for several
years.

Michael Dora, the chairman of
the Rush County Republican Party,
had appointed Trueblood to the
council just four months earlier, in

early August, to replace
Republican Shannon Spence, who
resigned in July when he moved
out of town. Dora had 30 days from
the date Trueblood vacated her
council seat to find a replacement
for her, but he had no luck finding
a local Republican interested in the
position.

The responsibility of filling the
vacancy on the council now falls to
the town council's remaining four
members, President Bill Davis,
Vice President Rachel Brown,
Kelly Land and John Hancock.
Unlike Dora, they will not be limit-
ed to selecting a Republican, but,
instead, will be able to choose
someone regardless of political
affiliation.

Trueblood's departure from the
council was the third resignation of

See Vacancy, Page 2

Plan Commission Has Active Meeting Schedule
By Jeff Eakins

For The Banner
After meeting only sporadically in 2014, a

revamped Knightstown Plan Commission is
starting off the new year with a more proactive
approach, with plans for its first four meetings
to be held in a span of just four weeks.

As reported in last week's Banner, the plan
commission held its first meeting of 2015 on
Monday, Jan. 26, during which it elected offi-
cers and went over the plan commission's
responsibilities with town attorney Gregg
Morelock. The plan commission held its second
meeting of the year just one week later, on Feb.
2.

Plan commission members spent Monday's
meeting beginning their review the town's com-
prehensive plan, which was last updated in
2008. Revising this plan is one of the plan com-
mission's primary objectives, with the aim of
hopefully putting the town in a better position to
obtain grant funding to help pay for major infra-
structure improvements to the town's sewer and
water utilities.

The plan commission focused much of its
attention Monday on a pie chart in the compre-

hensive plan that sets forth a timetable for
growth and development. The chart lists tasks
that should be addressed immediately, as well as
those comprising two-, five-, 10-, 15- and 20-
year plans.

Clyde South, a member of the Knightstown
Town Council who was appointed to the plan
commission, noted that the only item listed for
immediate action on the timetable - the town's
annexation of the three local schools - had
already been accomplished. As it had been near-
ly seven years since the comprehensive plan
was developed, he said the plan commission
needs to identify things that have been complet-
ed and reevaluate the timelines for those items
that still need to be done.

The comprehensive plan drafted in 2008
called for development of a financial plan for
infrastructure improvements as part of a 10-year
plan, and the two-year plan included assessment
of land use for annexation and plans to deliver
town services to annexed areas. South said at
Monday's meeting that he believed those items
need to be moved to the timetable's
"Immediate" section.

South said he thought the town should start

planning to run water and sewer utilities west
out of town, all the way to the Hancock County
line, saying, "Somebody's going to do it, and it
might as well be us." He also said expansion to
the north, to Interstate 70 or just beyond, should
be considered, adding that financial help from
Love's Travel Stops and revenue from the coun-
ty's tax increment finance (TIF) districts could
make that possible.

With respect to expansion to the west, South
said there are areas that would make good
industrial parks, especially on the south side of
U.S. 40.

"That farm land out there is not any good,"
South said. "… It's farmed every year, but it's
not really prime farm ground."

Plan commission members Greg Neice, the
town's works manager, and Valerie Trump, who,
like South, also sits on the town council, both
said they thought the town should look at
expanding northward first. Neice said there is
plenty of land near the I-70 and S.R. 109 inter-
change that could be developed if the town
could get its water and sewer services there.

Neice and South both said that the town
See Plan, Page 2
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Condo & Son Funeral Home

A Lasting Family Tradition Since 1898
130 S. Main Street - Wilkinson, Indiana - 46186

Pre-Needs - Funeral Services - Monument Sales

765-781-2435 www.condoandson.com

GR UTOAY A
SALES SERVICE

2260 W. Main St., Greenfield 317-467-1555

Brandon Gray Brinton Gray Dustin Gray

Meet our
Smiling
Sales
Staff!

Gray Auto Sales & Service is a family-owned
operation where we really strive to keep our

customers satisfied. We have over 80
Certified pre-owned vehicles, and Gray

Auto was named Quality Pre-Owned Dealer of
the Year in ‘05 and ‘06. 

Our full-service shop is ready to help keep
your car in top condition.

KEEP US IN MIND!
Please visit www.grayauto.com!

Gray Auto Sales & Service
2260 W. Main St., Greenfield - 317-4467-11555

FOLLOW THE BANNER 
ON TWITTER! @ktownbanner

INSEY BROWH NFUNERAL SERVICE
The Caring Professionals

7355 S. State Road 109, Knightstown - 345-7400
3406 S. Memorial Drive, New Castle - 529-7100

www.hinsey-brown.com 

Hinsey-Brown is pleased to be a member of Selected Independent
Funeral Homes, an international organization made up of locally
owned funeral homes who meet very stringent qualifications.
Membership is by invitation only and there is normally only one
Selected funeral home in a community, which is your assurance of
outstanding care and attention to detail before, during and after
the service.   Thank you for your continued support.

LEGAL NOTICE
REZONING - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
KNIGHTSTOWN PLANNING COMMISSION

Hearing Information: Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day of February,
2015, at 7 p.m. a public hearing will be held by the Knightstown Planning
Commission in the back room of the Knightstown Town Hall at 26 S. Washington
St., Knightstown, Indiana, for the purpose of considering a petition to rezone the fol-
lowing described real estate:

Lots numbered 5 and 6 in Block Number 6 in the Original Plat of the
Town of Knightstown, Henry County, Indiana, being the same real
estate described in Instrument No. 95003383 and in Instrument No.
98011791 in the Office of the Recorder of Henry County, Indiana.

Property Location: The subject site is located on the northeast corner between
roads Main Street and Washington Street in Wayne Township with a street
address of 11 N. Washington St., Knightstown, IN 46148. The purpose of the peti-
tion is to rezone commercial/residential (converting living space on second floor to
three efficiency apartments).

Petitioner's Contact Information: Rusty and Debbie Johnson, 6988 W. County
Line Rd., Knightstown, IN 46148.

Supporting Information: The supporting information is available for examination
in the office of the Knightstown Planning Commission.

Written Comments: Written comments on the application will be accepted prior
to the public hearing and may be submitted to the Knightstown Town Hall.

All interested persons desiring to present their views on the petition will have an
opportunity to be heard. Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, any indi-
vidual interested in attending the hearing should contact the Knightstown Planning
Commission and advise what, if any, accommodation is needed to attend the hear-
ing. Said hearing may be continued from time to time without further notice.

For more information, contact the Knightstown Town Hall at 26 S. Washington
St., Knightstown, IN 46148 at 765-345-5977, or you may call the Knightstown town
attorney, Gregg Morelock, at 317-462-7787. (2/4)

LEGAL NOTICE
REZONING - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
KNIGHTSTOWN PLANNING COMMISSION

Hearing Information: Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day of February,
2015, at 7 p.m. a public hearing will be held by the Knightstown Planning
Commission in the back room of the Knightstown Town Hall at 26 S. Washington
St., Knightstown, Indiana, for the purpose of considering a petition to rezone the fol-
lowing described real estate:

Property Location: The subject site is located on the north side of Grant Street
between roads Madison Street and Franklin Street in Wayne Township with a street
address of 38 W. Grant St., Suite A, Knightstown, IN 46148. The purpose of the peti-
tion is to rezone commercial/residential (converting living space on second floor to
three efficiency apartments).

Petitioner's Contact Information: David Lukens, davidplukens@msn.com, 317-
710-4628, existing building at above address, Knightstown, IN 46148.

Supporting Information: The supporting information is available for examination
in the office of the Knightstown Planning Commission.

Written Comments: Written comments on the application will be accepted prior
to the public hearing and may be submitted to the Knightstown Town Hall.

All interested persons desiring to present their views on the petition will have an
opportunity to be heard. Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, any indi-
vidual interested in attending the hearing should contact the Knightstown Planning
Commission and advise what, if any, accommodation is needed to attend the hear-
ing. Said hearing may be continued from time to time without further notice.

For more information, contact the Knightstown Town Hall at 26 S. Washington
St., Knightstown, IN 46148 at 765-345-5977, or you may call the Knightstown town
attorney, Gregg Morelock, at 317-462-7787. (2/4)

MCCAAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr  SSeerrvviiccee
3427 South State Rd. 103 - 765-529-5925

Computer Diagnostic Check
Foreign or Domestic

$4500
only
*Complete Diagnostics Check-up Includes

Engine, Airbag & Body Check. A $60 value

Engine & Transmission 
Repair
ABS & Brake Repair
Computer Diagnostics
Electrical Repair
20 Years Experience
A/C Repair

Your Complete
Auto Care

Center!

Sparky Hardware

OOPPEENN MMOONNDDAAYY  -  SSAATTUURRDDAAYY
113333  EE..  MMAAIINN  SSTTRREEEETT,,  YYOOUURR TTOOWWNN UUSSAA

Building Your
Hometown Hardware!

a council member in just seven
months. In May, Republican
Marsha Dyer resigned when she,
like Spence, moved outside town
limits; Dora chose Carthage resi-
dent Hancock as her replacement.

Of the council's four remaining
members, only Brown was actually
elected. The other three were either
appointed by the GOP's Dora - or,
in the case of Davis, the council -
following resignations of council
members elected in 2011 who did
not finish their terms.

Anyone interested in replacing
Trueblood on the town council
should send a letter of interest to
Carthage Town Hall, 6 W. First St.,
by the end of this week, or contact
Clerk-Treasurer Linda McMahan at
565-6580 for more information.
While the RCRP's Dora would
have been required to select anoth-
er Republican to replace Trueblood,
the town council will not have that
limitation, and, instead, will be free
to choose someone regardless of
political affiliation.

Vacancy, from Page 1

Plan, from Page 1
could benefit from expanding its
water and sewer utility service
areas to the north, and said this
could be done without annexing
land. According to Neice, the town
would only need to get an easement
from the state in order to run water
and sewer up S.R. 109.

Plan commission member Ed
Wright asked where the town would
get the money to expand its water
and sewer service. In addition to TIF
money and possible grant funds,
South said he believed the town and
county need to consider local option
income taxes that would provide
additional revenue to help make up
for what the town loses as a result of
property tax caps.

Monday's meeting lasted about
90 minutes, and, despite much dis-
cussion, no official decisions
regarding changes to the compre-
hensive plan were made. Wright
asked more than once about what
all needs to be done in terms of

revising the plan and how how
many meetings would be required.

"We're way off from being
done," South told Wright, noting
that only one page of the 11-page
document had been reviewed that
night. He said the plan needs to be
revised, then printed out and
reviewed, and, once that's done, it
will be forwarded to the town
council for its approval.

Trump told Wright that the last
time the comprehensive plan was
revised, it took about eight months
to complete the work. She also said
the plan commission, at that time,
often met a couple of times a
month.

The plan commission voted to
schedule its next meeting for this
coming Monday, Feb. 9, at 7 p.m.,
to continue going over the compre-
hensive plan. The meeting, which
is open to the public, will be held in
the back meeting room at
Knightstown Town Hall, 26 S.
Washington St.

The plan commission will also
meet the following Monday, Feb.
16, to conduct public hearings on
rezoning requests that were not
properly handled by the plan com-
mission and BZA last fall. Legal
notices for the requested zoning
changes are published in this
week's issue of The Banner.

Wayne Twp. May Get Do-over
by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner

At their Jan. 14 meeting, the Henry County
Commissioners appointed David Millhoan to a vacan-
cy on the three-person Wayne Township Board.

According to a state election official, however, that
appointment may have been premature. It turns out,
there may not actually be a vacant seat on the board for
the commissioners to fill – not yet, anyway.

In last fall's general election, only two people ran for
the seats on the township board. When not enough peo-
ple run to fill all the seats, state statute requires the
county commissioners to designate which of the
incumbents who didn't seek reelection is to continue
holding office until a successor has been chosen.

The commissioners did vote last fall to allow all
township board incumbents to keep their offices until
successors are chosen. However, they did not, in the
case of Wayne Township, determine whether Larry
White or Nova Sorrell, the two incumbents who didn't
seek reelection, would hold over for the board's third
seat.

Dale Simmons, legal counsel for the Secretary of

State's Election Division, told The Banner on Monday
that the commissioners must first designate one of the
two incumbents to hold over. Then, if that person does-
n't wish to remain on the board, they would need to
resign from office.

Once a hold-over township board member resigns,
if they belong to a major political party, the party has 30
days in which to convene a caucus and select a replace-
ment. If the party fails to do that, Simmons said the
responsibility for filling the vacancy would then go to
the commissioners.

Mike Gerrish, chairman of the Henry County
Republican Party, told The Banner on Monday that the
HCRP would welcome the opportunity to appoint
someone to fill a vacancy on the township board. He
said no one from the township had even contacted him
last fall to let him know there might be a position to fill.

Ed Yanos, president of the county commissioners,
told The Banner on Tuesday morning that if the com-
missioners need to take corrective action, they will do
so. If the first shot at filling a vacancy on the township
board belongs to the HCRP, he said he would be happy
to let the party do that.
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Leakey
Insurance
Agency

Offer ing  Qual i ty
Insurance  Products
for   Over   50  Years!

Home 
Auto 
Commercial 
Farm 
Life 
Final Expense 
Disability 
Critical Illness 
LongTerm Care 

Health - Group
& Individual 
Medicare
Supplements 
Mobile Home 
Motorcycle 
Umbrella 
Boat 
Travel 

  Also, Annuities and SR 22 

All  calls  are  important  to  us!
That's  why  a  real  person  answers
our  phone  from  8:30  a.m.-55  p.m.

Monday  through  Friday.  

Leakey Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Call us for a free quote!

345-5171
800-942-3134
16 S. Jefferson St.
Knightstown, IN

www.leakeyinsurance.com

Knightstown 
Collision Center
221 W. Main Street - Knightstown

345-5380

SMITH’S TREE 
TRIMMING & REMOVAL

Harold Smith & Son
STUMP REMOVAL - FULLY INSURED

BUCKET TRUCK EQUIPPED
FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-825-6370

SMITH’S TREE SERVICE
D&L

Transmission

150 W. U.S. Hwy. 40
Greenfield

317-462-9388

Kim Rathz, Krissi Williams, Jane Smiley, Brooke Cooper, Kylie Stevens

Can You Afford Not To Have Your
Taxes Professionally Prepared?

Jane Smiley CPA is ready to help with all your tax
filing needs. Call today to schedule an appointment!

Business Taxes 
and Advisory
Agricultural and 
Farm Taxes
Income Tax 
Planning and 
Preparation
Payroll Services
State, Sales and 
Local Taxes
Estate and Trust
Taxes

Jane Smiley CPA, Inc. - 640 E. 11th St., Rushville
765-932-2722 - www.smileycpa.com

5-Meat Stuffed 
– $11 Large

Two layers of dough stuffed with
Red Sauce, Canadian Bacon,

Pepperoni, Sausage, Bacon and
topped with Red Sauce, Ground

Beef, and Cheese

Papa’s Favorite 
– $10 Large

Red Sauce, Pepperoni, Italian
Sausage, Ground Beef,

Mushrooms, Mixed Onions,
Green Peppers 

and Black Olives.

Over 10 Million Windows Sold Nationally

“Simply the Best for Less”
Free In-Your-Home Estimates and Year-Round Installation

Financing Available!
3508  N.  Wheeling,  Muncie  -  765-2281-00008  

1229  Country  Club  Rd.,  Indianapolis  -  317-2209-00008
www.windowworldindianapolis.com

SPICELAND
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Home-Cooked Food and Pizza
Breakfast Served All Day 

Hard Ice Cream Served Year-Round

6641 S. State Rd. 3, Spiceland, Phone 765-987-7101
Winter Hours: M-F 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

K-town Council Chops Request
for Assistance at Karate Studio

Valentine’s Day
Party

Saturday, February 14 
American Legion Post 152

224 E. Main St., Knightstown
$21.95 Per Person - Open to Public!

Menu includes choice of two meats: Sirloin Steak, Marinated Chicken,
Lobster Tail; Plus Baked Potato, Side Salad, Dessert & Champagne

Dinner from 5-8:30 p.m.
Music by The Bishops 9:30 p.m.-?

(www.thebishopslive.com)

by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner

On the advice of its attorney, the
Knightstown Town Council has
declined to help a local business
clean up the mess caused when raw
sewage backed up into its base-
ment.

Kimberly Bridges, who, with
her husband, Paul, owns Bridges
Karate Academy at 22 S. Franklin
St., the American Legion's former
location, addressed the town coun-
cil at their Jan. 15 monthly meeting.
She said her insurer told her the
back-up was due to a problem with
the town's sewer system and that
the town should be responsible for
getting it cleaned up.

Greg Neice, the town's works
manager, told the council there had
been a “small clog” in a sewer main
on South Jackson Street. He said
the town's jet router had been used
to clear it out earlier that day.

“All I know is I have raw
sewage in my basement,” Bridges
said. “... We can't even open our
doors. … I need some assistance in
getting that cleaned up.”

Council President Cort
Swincher told Bridges that the
town would first need to determine
what the problem is before decid-
ing whether it is has any responsi-
bility. Neice said he would look
into the matter further the follow-
ing morning.

Five days later, at the outset of
the council's Jan. 20 special meet-
ing, Swincher said he had spoken
with Bridges “many times” since
the previous week's meeting and
had seen her basement, which he
described as “quite nasty.” 

However, he said he also spoke
with the town's attorney, and that
for reasons of which he said
Bridges was aware, the town
would not be able to help her with
her problem. Bridges was not at the
meeting.

Speaking to The Banner last
week, Bridges expressed disap-
pointment with the town's decision.
She said she believes the sewage
backed up into her basement
because of the clog that town
workers cleared on Jan. 15. But,

according to Swincher, the base-
ment might never have flooded if
not for plumbing work the Bridges
were doing in the basement.

As part of their plans to remod-
el the lower level, the bridges had
removed the toilet in the women's
restroom and not yet replaced it.
That, Swincher said, is where the
town believes the sewage backed
up, and had the toilet been in place,
he believes the problem never
would have occurred, regardless of
any clog there may have been in a
nearby sewer main.

Swincher said the town received
no complaints from other utility
customers in the area with similar
problems. While he said he felt bad
for the Bridges and really

See Request, Page 10



"Do not go gentle into that good
night, 

Old age should burn and rage
at close of day. 

Rage, rage against the dying
of the light." - Dylan Thomas

"Of course I’m happy here. If
you make your mind up to be
happy, you will be happpy." -
Helen Ernstes, after selling her
Irvington home and moving into
assisted living in Zionsville when
she was in her mid-90s.

"None are so old as those who
have outlived enthusiasm." - Henry
David Thoreau

"They call them ‘The Golden
Years.’ I say, "Bleep the Golden
Years." - My niece Dee

"I do not like being 80 years
old, but ven I considair zee alter-
native ... " - Maurice Chevalier

"Patience!" - Elisabeth Good at
age 99

Which of those statements
apply to you? You think you’re too
young to worry? Often we are too
soon old, too late smart. We kick
the can into tomorrowland, and,
alas, the tomorrow of old age
creeps upon us before we are pre-
pared. The aging process is a slip-
pery slope.  

Since I’m no longer a Realtor, I
can write about real estate and no
one will suspect me of trying to
profit from it. The bond that we
have with our homes can become a
bondage. Some people cheerfully
accept and embrace change.

However, many are unhappy for
the rest of their lives, after they
relinquish their homes. Bill says
that they want things to be the way
they used to be. Also, they are no
longer in control of their lives and
become petulant or depressed.

Refusing to follow the advice of
financial advisors, people live like
the grasshoppers of summer, sav-

ing nothing for winter. Sometimes
they give money to their children
rather than putting their own eco-
nomic well-being first. They take
out equity loans or second mort-
gages that lessen their homes’
value.  

Gradually, they no longer have
the motivation, energy, heath or
money to make needed repairs,
freshen the décor or keep their
houses neat and clean.  

They live on in a deteriorating
situation. Cleanliness is next to
godliness. One lady’s house reeked
so strongly of cat that I asked Bill

when I got home, "Do you think I
smell like cat?" "No." A few min-
utes later, he said, "Maybe you
should take a shower." 

I declined that listing!
It comes down to one essential

question: Whom do you want to be
in charge? Some stubborn people
manage to stay in their homes
against the odds, but many don’t.
Their children who are growing
old themselves must make the
decisions, and their choices may
not be happy ones.  

Don’t be a grasshopper and wait
till it’s too late. Start planning by
age 60.  

1. Ask a neighborhood Realtor
to do a market analysis. Be realis-
tic about your home’s worth. Price
determines how rapidly a home
will sell. Anything will sell, if
priced correctly. I once sold two
ratty little houses on a big lot for
$15,000. A neighbor said that one
of them had been a chicken coop.
Have the Realtor point out neces-
sary maintenance. Update the
report yearly so that you always
know where you stand. Keep your
house in good condition.

2. Consult a reputable financial
advisor. Consult an attorney to get
your legal affairs in order..

3. Costs are skyrocketing. Get
the best supplemental insurance
that you can afford.

4. When you are 70, start look-
ing at various housing and care

See Rose Mary, Page 6
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Rose Mary Clarke
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765-345-2292

“Freedom is hammered out on the
anvil of discussion, dissent 

and debate.”
Hubert H. Humphreya responsible community newspaper

Homes Can Offer Bonds or Bondage

The Banner values reader opinions and wel-
comes letters to the editor. To be considered for
publication, letters must be signed by the author
and contain a phone number and address for verifi-
cation purposes. The Banner does not guarantee
the veracity of factual assertions contained in letters
to the editor, and their publication should in no way
be construed as the newspaper’s endorsement of
the letters’ contents. The opinions represented in
letters to the editor, as well as any misstatement of
fact therein, are solely those of the letters’ authors.
Letters to the editor may be edited, and, ideally,
should be no more than 300 words in length.

Halftime Show Didn’t Cause Anxiety

Dear Editor,
Two recent stories in the national news prompted me to think about what

small towns like Knightstown and small cities like my home, St. Charles,
Mo., can do about reversing the trend of global warming and slowing the
consumption of the finite supply of fossil fuels.

The stories - one about Burlington, Vt., becoming 100 percent energy
independent - and the other was about 2014 being the hottest year on
record. While some may still believe that the present trend of global warm-
ing is totally a natural phenomenon and not related to any human actions,
few would deny the earth has a finite, dwindling supply of fossil fuels. 

In view of the above, I believe that each and every level of government
should be considering ways to implement completely renewable energy
supplies. Citizens should request and expect that the Knightstown Town
Council, at the very least, appoint a committee of concerned town’s people
to look into renewable energy options and where they could fine expert
advice and maybe study grants to begin a process toward the goal of ener-
gy independence.

As from the obvious solar and wind options, maybe hyrdro and geo-
thermal should also be considered. If area farmers would pledge a small
percent of their corn crops against future energy credits, maybe a local bio-
fuel industry could be initiated. Also, there are new, small-scale hydroelec-
tric generators taht only require a milrace, instead of a full dam across a
stream. Knightstown could be one of the first in the Midwest to implement
such a system.

See Letters, Page 11

Work on a strategic plan for Knightstown resumed Monday night as the
Knightstown Plan Commission convened a public meeting for that very pur-
pose. Long overdue this was.

Also overdue is the commission’s public meeting on Monday, Feb. 16, at
7 p.m. That’s when the commission will hear some local rezoning requests
that for months have been waiting for official action by the town.

Some of the property owners seeking rezoning are business owners look-
ing to expand or offer new services. Due to inaction on the plan commis-
sion’s part, they’ve been forced to wait excessively while former commis-
sion members fooled around, failed to show up at meetings and basically
ignored these concerns.

Frustrating these property owners is one thing, but driving away devel-
opers is another. But, that’s exactly what the former plan commission’s lack-
adaisical approach may have done. Last year, a Knightstown company was
considering a nice apartment building north of U.S. 40. 

The rezoning request for that development should’ve been heard months
ago. But, the commission couldn’t get its act together. That request won’t be
on the commission’s Feb. 16 agenda. Perhaps the idea behind it has been
withdrawn, abandoned. Perhaps not. Hopefully not.

In any case, that episode offers a good example of how important a plan
commission is to any community. Changes in real estate classification are of
paramount importance to both businesses and residents. That alone should
underscore the plan commission’s importance. 

Hopefully, with new leadership, the current commission can get on track
- not just with planning, but also with the regular business it’s intended to do.

I’m not a big football fan, but I did watch part of
Sunday’s Super Bowl. I couldn’t care less who won,
but I did appreciate part of the halftime show.

I’m not a big Katy Perry fan either, but at least kids
were able to watch her show. That’s the first halftime
show in a while that was family-friendly.

Sure, Perry’s performance was maybe a bit too
kiddy. But, it sure beats the nauseating, unnecessary
and over-the-top sexiness of some past performers.

Not that I mind that - some of it. but, if the NFL’s
contention that pro football is a family spectator sport,
it makes sense for them to rethink the
popular halftime show.

This year’s rendition, featuring
Perry, Lenny Kravitz and Missy
Elliott, may have gone too far in the
other direction. But, it was kind of
refreshing to see kids figured into the
Super Bowl equation for a change.

Facebook came to life with reports
of excited kids watching the halftime
show. Usually I hear about anxious
parents nervously fingering their
remote control’s on/off button, waiting
for some musician to shove their crotch in the camera
lens, or have a “wardrobe malfunction.”

Not so this year. I could almost hear parents’ col-
lective sigh of relief as Perry moved through her col-
orful, Disney-like show, which, to me, became much
more tolerable after I hit the mute button.

Crumb Rubber Concerns
NBC Nightly News and WTHR Channel 13 Eye

Witness News have been probing a story that may
have some local implications. Both the network and
their Indianapolis affiliate have been reporting on a
controversy surrounding crumb rubber, which is com-

monly used as a filler material on artificial turf football
fields, like the one at Knightstown High School.

Although there is no conclusive evidence to support
it, some are claiming exposure to crumb rubber - made
from recycled tires - is causing cancer in some athletes
who’ve had regular exposure to it.

Again, all the news outlets agree there are no stud-
ies or evidence to support their claims, but some par-
ents are saying they believe crumb rubber led to can-
cer in their children.

Used on artificial turf fields and playgrounds as a
cushioning material, crumb rubber
offers a long-lasting substitute to
mulch and grass. 

Opponents of crumb rubber, how-
ever, contend that automotive tires
contain carcinogenic materials that, if
ingested, can lead to cancer. Crumb
rubber, they say, contains the same
compounds and is therefore unsafe.

Proponents of the material say it’s
completely safe and not a cause for
concern. Yet, the prevalence of this

material has become almost ubiquitous
as school corporations and other groups opt for this
cost-effective soil substitute.

Undoubtedly, this controversy is just getting
cranked up. Litigation is imminent, and may already
be underway in other states. As bad as that may be,
such lawsuits may ultimately lead to credible studies
that might finally determine whether or not crumb rub-
ber constitutes an actual threat.

One way or the other, some resolution will ease par-
ents’ minds. Either crumb rubber is harmful, or it’s not.

Finding some definitive proof will allow us all to
either embrace it and not worry, or get rid of it.

Blah
Blah
Blah

by eric cox
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BITS & PIECES
The Henry County Amateur

Radio Club has set up a benefit
fund at Star Financial Bank in New
Castle for Walt and Janice
Breining, who lost their house and
all their belongings in a recent
Spiceland fire. Monetary donations
are needed, since the couple had no
insurance. Donations may be taken
or mailed to Star Financial Bank,
403 Parkview Drive, New Castle,
IN, 47362. Checks should be made
payable to the Walt and Janice
Breining Benefit Fund.

The Knightstown High School
robotics program will host an
open house in the robotics room on
Thursday, Feb. 12, from 6-8 p.m.
during the boys varsity basketball
game. The public is invited.

Knightstown Public Library is
hosting an essay contest, “Tell Us
Why You Love Your Library.”
Three age-groups will compete for
prizes. Age groups include kids 12
and under, teens 13-18, and adults
19 and up. In 500 words or less,
contestants should tell how the
Knightstown Public Library has
been a help, what’s been learned
there and how the library has made
a difference in one’s life. Entries,
which must contain the contestant’s
name, age, address and phone num-
ber, may be returned to the library’s
front desk. Library staff will judge

the entries, and one winner in each
age group will win a $20 Frosty
Boy gift certificate. Winners will be
announced Friday, March 6.

Knightstown Friends Church,
214 E. Brown St., will host its free
Family Game Night on Saturday,
Feb. 7, 5-8 p.m. The event features
a free nacho buffet. The public is
invited.

The Jane Ross Reeves
Octagon House, 100 E. Railroad
Rd., Shirley, will host a “Last
Chance Tour” of the house this
Saturday from 4-8 p.m. that will
feature 25 lit Christmas trees. The
tour is free and will include food,
though donations are welcome.

Knightstown Neighborhood
Crime Watch will host its monthly
meeting on Monday, Feb. 9, at 6
p.m. in the Hoosier Gym. Sgt. John
Bowling of the Indiana State Police
will serve as guest speaker. He will
discuss home invasions. The public
is invited.

Central Indiana Girl Scouts
are selling cookies now through
March 15. Pre-orders have been
taken and Scouts will making
deliveries beginning Feb. 4.
Cookies booths will also be in
major areas starting Feb. 6. Each
package of cookies is $4. Proceeds
benefit local troop activities and
camping events. two new cookies

are being featured this year, includ-
ing a gluten-free option. For more
information, call Barb Mofield at
317-442-2620.

Psi Iota Xi, Gamma Eta
Chapter, Knightstown is sponsor-
ing a fundraiser with Schwan's
Home Delivery Service. The soror-
ity will receive a percentage on
orders placed through March 1. To
support this fundraiser, place an
order online with Schwans.com.
On the checkout page, indicate that
a contribute to Fundraiser
Campaign #18058, or PIX
Knightstown. Call Schwan's at 1-
888-schwans (1-888-724-9267) to
place an order.

The Disabled American
Veterans’ mobile service officer
van will be at Knightstown
American Legion Post 152 from 9
a.m.-4 p.m. on July 17. For more
information, call Morris Cole at
906-241-3565.

New Covenant Worship
Center, 815 Western Rd., New
Castle, will host the inaugural
Reflected Light Art Exhibition
this spring. An opening reception is
scheduled for Friday, May 1, 6-9
p.m. The event is free, open to the
public and family-friendly.
Featuring painting, ceramics, pho-
tography, mixed media, sculpture
and more, the event also includes

Parts and Service 
for All 

Major Brands!
765-524-8356

www.chewsappliancerepair.com

free refreshments. For more infor-
mation, call Brian Russelburg at
317-652-3120 or e-mail silvervis-
age@gmail.com.

The Shirley Historical
Society is raising money to restore
a railroad caboose and purchase a
motorized rail inspection car. The
items will be placed near the
Shirley railroad depot. Donations
may be sent to Joan Cupp, P.O. Box
407, Shirley, IN 47384.

Anyone locating unwanted,
unused or outdated prescription
medications may dispose of them
at the New Castle Police Dept., 227
N. Main St., or the Henry County
Sheriff’s Dept., 127 N. 12th St.,
New Castle.

The Historic Knightstown
museum, located on the Public
Square at 22 N. Washington St.,
will have new winter hours. Winter
hours will be 10 a.m.-12 p.m. each
Friday and Saturday. For more
information, or to visit the museum
by appointment, call David Steele
at 765-345-7585. Family and indi-
vidual HKI memberships are $20
and $15, respectively. Membership
payments may be mailed to HKI at

P.O. Box 74, Knightstown, IN
46148.

The Henry County Disabled
American Veterans (DAV) organi-
zation meets the first Monday of
each month at 7 p.m. at
Knightstown American Legion Post
152. DAV Service Officer Morris
Cole encourages Iraq and
Afghanistan veterans to attend so
they can learn more about DAV ben-
efits. Cole is available at Post 152 10
a.m.-3 p.m. each Friday. For more
information, call 906-241-3565.

Alcoholics Anonymous
meets weekly, on Tuesdays, at 7:30
p.m. at the Hoosier Gym (enter on
East side). Meetings will continue
each Tuesday at the same time and
location. For more info, call 765-
313-1637.

The Parish Clothes Closet,
located in the basement of Bethel
Presbyterian Church, 112 S. Franklin
St., Knightstown, is open each
Thursday from 3-5 p.m. Food is now
available at the Closet. Call 345-
5951 or 345-5930 for more info.

If you have an item that fits into
Bits and Pieces, send it to  theban-
ner@embarqmail.com.

K-TOWN LEGION POST 152
FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL - FEBRUARY 6

Open to the Public!
222244  EE.. MMaaiinn  SStt..,,  KKnniigghhttssttoowwnn  -  334455-55222277

Sirloin  Steaks: Baked Potato & Salad Bar -  $$1144..9999

OR
N.Y.  Strip  Steaks: Baked Potato & Salad Bar -  $$1155..9999



options.
5. Talk with your spouse or if

single with a trusted relative or
friend.  

6. If you don’t want to leave your
home, find out how much help will
cost.  (You’re going to be shocked!)

I know what would upset me
most:  not having a stove to cook
on.  And I haven’t even mentioned
parting with your automobile which
is sometimes as wrenching as leav-
ing your home!  wclarke@com-
cast.net

Rose Mary, from Page 4

More policies.
More savings.
Bundle auto, home and life for
big State Farm discounts.
So let me show you how State
Farm can help protect all the things
that matters most - for a lot less
than you think.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.
CALL ME TODAY.

Michael Thompson, Agent
18 East Main Street

Knightstown, IN 46148
Bus: 765-345-5596

michael.thompson.r76s@
statefarm.com

FARM 
SUPPLY, INC.

Millville Falmouth Glenwood

4378 N. 850 W., Falmouth, IN 46217   765-679-5245 800-638-7741
www.falmouthfarmsupply.com  

PIONEER SEED PRODUCTS
COMPETITIVE GRAIN BIDS
CUSTOM FEED MIXING/GRINDING
FUEL PURINA FEEDS

Falmouth Farm Supply Inc., has been proudly, family owned and operated since 1965. Our
goal is to make your family farming operation more successful. It is our privilege to help provide
many services to aid in your growing family farming operation. We provide grain marketing, dry
and liquid fertilizer, crop protection, seed, feed and fuel. Some other services we offer include
custom application, consultation, and precision soil analysis. We would love the opportunity to

build a long lasting relationship between your family business and ours.  

®

®

Tax Resolution Services
Certified National Social Security Advisor
Bookkeeping & Notary Public Services
Call Regina Payne E.A. for an appointment

317-936-5863Regina Payne

The time to think about Social Security is now -
BEFORE you are 62!

Lady Payne Accounting
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HENRY COUNTY
GLASS & MIRROR, INC.

AUTO COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL
Fast, Dependable Service at Fair Prices

Owned by Chuck and Rachel Hamby
1018 Woodward Ave., New Castle, IN 47362
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

765-529-8455 - E-mail: rachel@hcgm.comcastbiz.net

Banner Subscriptions $40!
Out-of-State Subs $45!

2014 KHS Graduate Brittney Dean Fell in
Love with Broadcasting at WKPW Radio

THIS SECTION SPONSORED BY

MEETINGS CALENDAR
Thurs., Feb. 5 - Hancock Co.

Drainage Board meeting, 8 a.m.,
Courthouse Annex room 101,
Greenfield

Thurs., Feb. 5 - Rush Co.
Board of Zoning Appeals meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m., courthouse
assembly room, Rushville

Thurs., Feb. 5 - Kennard
Town Council meeting, 7 p.m.,
Kennard Town Hall 

Sat., Feb. 7 - Wilkinson Town
Council meeting, 9:30 a.m.,
Wilkinson Town Hall 

Mon., Feb. 9 - Rush Co.
Commissioners meeting, 9 a.m.,
courthouse room 103, Rushville 

Mon., Feb. 9 - Carthage
Town Council meeting, 6 p.m.,
Carthage Town Hall 

Mon., Feb. 9 - Eastern
Hancock School Board meeting,
7 p.m., corporation office 

Tues., Feb. 10 - Knightstown
Public Library Board meeting,
4:30 p.m., at library 

by Logan Cox
for The Banner

"I can't see myself doing anything else," said
Brittney Dean, a former Knightstown resident and
budding news reporter for WCRD and NewsLink
at Ball State University. "I hope to someday be a
news anchor for a local television station. I know
jobs are scarce, but I'm willing to move anywhere
to grab the job!"

This path that Dean took
truly began in Knightstown.
While attending Knightstown
High School, Dean acted as
news director and assistant
program director for the
school radio station, WKPW. 

"I was in the program for
two years and learned more
about radio there than I think I
ever will here at college," said
Dean. "It set me up for such a
great path in media and I'm
forever thankful for that
opportunity."

Upon graduating and head-
ing off to Ball State, Dean
wasted no time in getting
involved with the campus
news outlet. She sought out
WCRD, the campus radio sta-
tion and second largest student activity at the uni-
versity.

"Joining WCRD as a freshman is not very
common here at Ball State, but having two years
of previous experience under my belt, I decided to
hop right in," said Dean. "Little things here and
there are a bit different than what I was used to,
but I adjusted rather quickly. Not to mention, I
figured out how much I truly love the world of
radio. Plus, knowing how to use all their pro-
grams and how everything worked before I even
started really helped me out."  

She's also now a part of NewsLink, a live and
nightly newscast produced by students at Ball
State.

"NewsLink airs on Channel 57 on campus at
Ball State and Channel 61 on Comcast," said
Dean. "It's been a bit more difficult because I've
never been exposed to television before, but I'm
slowly adjusting. I must admit, I love it just as
much as radio! I still get a bit nervous with TV
but I'm sure I'll adjust and love it just as much as
radio news. I plan to work in both throughout my

college career. My major is in television news,
but I love radio a bit too much to let go of it."

Though WKPW was the point where she knew
broadcasting could be part of her future, Dean
insists that her passion for news and journalism
extends even further into her childhood.

"Just from watching the news as a little girl,"
she said. "I remember carrying around a tape
recorder and talking about my day and the

weather, and it just grew from
there. Joining WKPW in high
school, I still wasn't 100 per-
cent sure that broadcasting
was the way I wanted to go.
But after two years of com-
peting statewide and knowing
that I could actually do this
for a living, it motivated me to
keep going. I fell in love with
it." 

Dean is currently writing a
news package for WCRD
about the recent success of
acapella groups on campus at
Ball State. WCRD is starting a
TV station as well, and Dean
states that she has gotten the
opportunity to anchor the news
there. 

"WCRD TV is launching
sometime this month and I'm very excited to get
started!" Dean said.

NewsLink just finished setting up their new
studio at Ball State. Dean, along with three oth-
ers, were the first to ever anchor out of the new
studio. 

"I don't normally anchor, but they chose me
along with actual NewsLink anchors and a weath-
erman to use it for the first time and present it at
what Ball State calls their SuperParty," she said.
"This fall I'm hoping to anchor at NewsLink in
addition to anchoring at WCRD TV, like I am
now, as well as stick with my reporting."

Dean is a graduate of KHS's Class of 2014, and
is currently studying broadcast journalism at Ball
State. She lives in Muncie.

"It's nice that I'm starting out doing all this
work right off the bat," said Dean. "That way I'm
not rushing to record all of my newscasts and
packages right before I graduate. I'm trying to
make a reel of all my news for employers and I
want to have a lot of options, and I'm already sav-
ing my newscasts for the future."

LEGAL NOTICE
Love’s Travel Stops and Country Stores
(10601 N. Pennsylvania Ave, Oklahoma
City, OK 73120) is submitting a Notice
of Intent to the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management of our
intent to comply with the requirements
of 327 IAC 15-5 to discharge storm
water from the construction activities
associated with spreading excess soil
from the Love’s development on-site at
the intersection of SR 109 and I-70,
Henry County, Indiana (Lat: 39.843538;
Long: -85.557887). Runoff from the
project site will discharge to an
unnamed tributary of Montgomery
Creek. Questions or comments regard-
ing this project should be directed to
Frank Ille of Love’s.

Tues., Feb. 10 - Rush Co.
Historic Board meeting, 7 p.m.,
Historical Museum, 619 N.
Perkins St. , Rushville

Wed., Feb. 11 - Rush Co.
Council meeting, 8 a.m., court-
house room 211, Rushville 

Wed., Feb. 11 - Hancock Co.
Council meeting, 8:30 a.m.,
Courthouse Annex room 101,
Greenfield 

Wed., Feb. 11 - Henry Co.

Drainage Board meeting, 9
a.m., Henry County Office
Building Suite 107, New Castle

Wed., Feb. 11 - Henry Co.
Commissioners meeting, 6 p.m.,
Old Circuit Court Room at court-
house, New Castle

Thurs., Feb. 12 - Hancock
Co. Planning Commission tech
committee meeting, 9 a.m.,
Courthouse Annex room 101,
Greenfield

The Highway
Bar & Grill9204 S. Mill Rd.

Knightstown
765-571-5190
formerly RJ’s

FRIDAY – PRIME RIB SPECIAL $15.99
SATURDAY – FRIED CATFISH DINNER $7.99 

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY AT 9 P.M. 
FEATURING BIG CITY STEAL BAND

Come on out and hit The Highway, Knightstown’s Newest Bar & Grill!

Tell ‘em you saw their ad in The Banner!
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FOLKWAYS

KNIGHTSTOWN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

CHICKEN & NOODLE
DINNER

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 4:30-7 P.M.
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

FREEWILL OFFERING! PUBLIC INVITED!
INVITE YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

KNIGHTSTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

27 S. JEFFERSON STREET

Homemade noodles
served with mashed 

potatoes, green beans,
slaw, drinks and 

homemade rolls, followed
by homemade pie!

LANSINGER LAW OFFICE
1217 Indiana Ave.,  New Castle - 765-529-5720

www.lansingerlaw.net

Over 40 years combined experience.

LANSINGER LAW OFFICE
Divorce - Family Law 

Criminal Defense - Bankruptcy 
Personal Injury - Wills & Estates

Sandra Wills’ 2015
BUS TRIPS

March 12 - $65.00 Matinee Lunch & Show 
“South Pacific” at LaComedia

November 6 - $65.00 - “A Christmas Story”
The Musical - LaComedia

Nov. 16-20 - $519.00 - Nashville Show Trip
5 Days/4 Nights (Double Occupancy)

April 12-18 - $599.00* - New Orleans
7 Days/6 Nights (Double Occupancy)

May 14 - Cruise the Ohio River and Have
Lunch on the Belle of Cincinnati Riverboat

August 4 - $75.00 “Tribute to Elvis” 
by Mike Albert (Evening Dinner & Show)

September 13-19 - $638.00*
Cape Cod - 7 Days/6 Nights (Double Occupancy)

October 2 - $65.00 - Church Basement Ladies
“The Last Potluck Supper” - LaComedia

Please call if you want to put your name on a list for any trip!
Sandra Wills: 765-987-8503 (cell)

765-529-2067 (home) - 765-529-2348 (work)

Lunch
and Show!

Dinner
and Show!

7 Days,
6 Nights!

7 Days,
6 Nights!

Cruise!

Lunch
and Show!

Lunch
and Show!

5 Days,
4 Nights!

Alpha Zeta Emphasizes Scholarship Service
The Alpha Zeta chapter of

Knightstown Tri Kappa assem-
bled at Sugarbakers for the annual
scholarship meeting. President
Judy Barnes brought the meeting
to order by reminding members,
"This is not a Super Bowl party!"
Proceedings were then turned
over to Scholarship Chairperson
Lois Brooks, who discussed the
various types of state and local
scholarships sponsored by Tri
Kappa.

Tri Kappa is a unique philan-
thropic organization as it exists
only within the state of Indiana.
Each chapter's special projects sup-

port charity, culture and education
within the local community and
contribute to statewide initiatives
as well.Since 1913, the state organ-
ization has awarded over $5 mil-
lion in scholarships. State scholar-
ships are offered in the areas of
academics, fine arts, music educa-
tion, and to non traditional stu-
dents.

Local scholarships are a main
priority of Alpha Zeta's philan-
thropic work. Brooks reviewed
nomination procedures and
delighted chapter members with an
update on current Tri Kappa schol-
arship recipients. 

Rachel McCaffrey has complet-
ed her first semester majoring in
education at Ivy Tech, Valparaiso,
while working full-time as a nurs-
ing assistant. 

Kiersten Hammer finished her
first semester at IUPUI, currently
attends Ivy Tech, and will transfer
to Ball State in the fall. She is
majoring in exercise science and
working part time. 

Lindsay Edwards is taking the
entrance exam for nursing, while
completing classes at Ivy Tech and
Anderson. 

Andrew Hammer completed a
semester at IU and will transfer to

Ball State to pursue a degree in
communications. He also works
part time. 

Stephen Weiland attends
Moody Bible College in
Spokane, Wash., and carries a
3.58 GPA, with a double major in
missions/aviation technology. He
enjoys volunteering at an assisted
living center where he plays

piano and reads to Alzheimer's
patients.

The meeting concluded with a
planning period for an evening of
panhellenic fellowhip. The event
will take place on Feb. 10. Alpha
Zeta's monthly meeting will be
moved to the Knightstown United
Methodist church to coordinate
with other local sororities.

18th Annual GOP
Speech Contest

Thursday, March 5
The Henry County Republican

Club will host its 18th annual
Speech Contest for High School
Students on Thursday, March 5, at
7 p.m., at Henry County
Republican Headquarters, 1325
Broad St., New Castle.

Any student in grades 7-12 in
public, private, or home schools,
who is a Henry County resident, is
eligible to compete. 

Republican affiliation is not
required. Democrats, Libertarians,
Reform, independents and other
parties are welcome. 

This year's topic is:  When is use
of force by law enforcement justi-
fied? The time limit is no longer
than five minutes per speech. There
is no minimum time. Time signals
will be provided. A panel of three
out-of-county judges will preside,
in order to prevent any potential
conflicts-of-interest.

See Speech, Page 8
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A Look Back

This photo is from The Banner’s photo archives from 1961. Carthage native Larry Nigh was
alerted to this photo on Facebook. He was kind enough to share his knowledge of the people
in the photo, as well as the circumstances surrounding it. These are Carthage area farmers who
came together to help Nigh’s father sew a crop while Larry was undergoing heart surgery.
Some of the farmers also donated blood. Pictured (l-r) are Larry’s father, Bob Nigh, his grand-
father, Earl Nigh, Bill Nelson (sitting on tractor), Gene Gardner, Bud Sullivan, Alan Proctor, Ed
Fenner, Foster Wilson and Harold Davis. The three gentlemen kneeling are (l-r) Daryl Davis,
Wayne Draper and Elmer Fenner. Larry Nigh said the dog may have belonged to the Drapers.

Find The Banner 
on Twitter:

@ktownbanner
Please Follow Us

on Facebook.

CClleeaarr
TThhiinnkkiinngg

“So we went to Atari and said,
'Hey, we've got this amazing
thing, even built with some of
your parts, and what do you think
about funding us? Or we'll give it
to you. We just want to do it. Pay
our salary, we'll come work for
you.' And they said, 'No.' So then
we went to Hewlett-Packard, and
they said, 'Hey, we don't need
you. You haven't got through col-
lege yet.' ”

Steve Jobs

Discover the 
Golden 

Difference!
Providing healthcare 

for over 40 years
Rehabilitation to Home 
Longterm Care 
Dementia Care

Conviently located behind Hancock Regional Hospital

Golden LivingCenter - Brandywine
745 North Swope St, Greenfield, IN 46140 

317-462-9221
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Your Invited... 
Bring Your Friend!

At Bronze Bay, you’ll

get the best tan, with

the best equipment

and lotions – All at the

best price!

4 Convenient Locations!

Greenfield - 317-467-9311
New Castle - 765-593-9311
Anderson - 765-622-9311

Pendleton - 765-778-3638

Jan. 26-Feb. 8

Speech, from Page 7
Awards are as follows: champi-

on, $100; runner-up, $75; third
place, $25. All competitors will
also receive a free one-year associ-

ate (non-voting) membership in the
Henry County Republican Club (a
$10 value).

To register, contact Mike
Gerrish at 317-695-7413 or mger-

rish@egix.net, or Nate LaMar 765-
836-5401 or NateLaMar@cs.com
with contestant’s name, grade,
school and phone number.
Registration deadline is March 4.

Tell ‘em you saw their ad in The Banner!

Farmers Breakfast Feb. 20
A New Castle attorney and pro-

fessional advisor will be the
keynote speaker at the ninth annual
Agribusiness Briefing and Farmers
Breakfast, sponsored by the Henry
County Community Foundation
(HCCF) and in partnership with
Purdue University Cooperative
Extension Service. 

The event will be held on
Friday, Feb. 20 at 8:30 a.m. at the
WG Smith Building in New Castle
and a free breakfast will be served
but reservations are required.

"Farmers and friends are invited

to this complimentary breakfast and
agribusiness briefing and just need
to RSVP their attendance by calling
the foundation office at 529-2235,"
said Beverly Matthews, HCCF
executive director.

To learn more about this event,
its sponsors, or to receive informa-
tion about future Agribusiness
Briefings, contact the Henry
County Community Foundation at
765-529-2235, email info@hen-
rycountycf.org or visit www.hen-
rycountycf.org and sign up for the
Foundation Pulse e-newsletter. 
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LOCAL SPORTS

Good Luck Lady Panthers!!  
Bring Home a Sectional 3-Peat!!

Love, Your Parents

Kori Biehl
Macy Burton
Carmen Cleek 

Rachel Dickerson 
Mackinsy Fowler 

Allyson Hauk 
Dharma Holder 

Mackenna Leisure

Sierra Pursley 
Andi Skinner

Hannah Thomas
Lacy Thomas 
Lori Thomas 
Abbie True 

Jordan Ventresco 
Brooke Vise

Head Coach: John Boyer, Assistant Coach: Jordan Chew
Managers: Kiley Breece, Brady Harrison, 

Tori McDonald, Jarrett Weidner

KHS, EH at Cambridge
City Sectional Next Week

The Indiana High School
Athletic Association made selec-
tions for this year's girls basketball
sectionals on Sunday.

Knightstown will compete in
Sectional 41 at Cambridge City
Lincoln High School along with
the host school, Eastern Hancock,
Centerville, Union County,
Northeastern and Hagerstown.

Under first-year head coach
John Boyer, the Lady Panthers
have carried on the winning ways
they enjoyed under former coach
Dawn Basicker. The KHS girls
have a 13-8 overall record at the
time of this writing. (They play one
more regular season game at
Waldron on Tuesday, Feb. 3.)

The Lady Panthers will be
working for a three-peat this year,
having won the sectional title in
2013 and 2014.

Knightstown plays the first
game of Sectional 41 on Tuesday,
Feb. 10, at 7 p.m. They take on
Union County who are 11-10 with
one game left to play in the regular
season. One of the losses the Lady
Patriots suffered was to the Lady
Panthers on Jan. 17 when KHS got
an 18-point (51-33) victory at
home.

The winner of the Knightstown-
Union County game will play
Eastern Hancock, who received a
bye in the first round, on Friday,
Feb. 13 at 6 p.m.

The Lady Royals are 12-9 this
year with one regular season game
left to play at Centerville on Feb. 5.
EH lost a hard-fought game 63-65
to Knightstown on Dec. 19 and
also lost 44-53 to Union County
early in the season on Nov. 22.

The winner of the game with
Eastern Hancock goes on to the
championship game at 7:30 p.m.
on Saturday, Feb. 14.

Cambridge City Lincoln and
Centerville play in the second
game of round one on Wednesday,
Feb. 11, at 6 p.m. with the game
between Northeastern and
Hagerstown to follow at 7:30 p.m.

Centerville is 4-15 this year
with the game against Eastern
Hancock left. One of the Lady
Bulldogs' wins was against
Cambridge City Lincoln on Nov.
25. The Lady Golden Eagles are
also 4-15 with two games left to
play in the regular season.

Hagerstown has the best record
of all the teams in Sectional 41.
The Lady Tigers have one game
left to play in the regular season
against Blue River Valley, who is
4-15. They played Northeastern
twice already this year, beating
them on Jan. 10 by 21 points and
on Jan. 20 by 30 points.
Northeastern is currently 7-13.

The winner of the Lincoln-
Centerville game takes on the win-
ner of the Northeastern-
Hagerstown game in the semi-final
matchup on Friday, Feb. 13, at 7:30
p.m. The winner of the semi-final
game plays the winner of the
Eastern Hancock-Knightstown or
Union County game for the sec-
tional title on Saturday, Feb. 14, at
7:30 p.m.

Follow The Banner on Twitter
(@ktownbanner) for sectional
updates and check in at The
Banner's Facebook page for sec-
tional wrap-ups following the
games.

Lady Panthers Come So Close
Through three quarters it looked

like the Lady Panthers were going
to knock off then 7th-ranked
Shenandoah in the first game of the
annual varsity teams doubleheader
on Jan. 23.

Knightstown's varsity girls dom-
inated in the first quarter, jumping
out to a 19-7 lead.

The Lady Raiders stepped their
intensity in the second quarter, out-
pacing KHS 20-15.

But, the Lady Panthers still took
a 34-27 lead into the locker room at
half.

Both teams scored 11 points in
the third quarter and the Lady
Panthers were still sitting on a seven-
point lead to start the final period.

But, turnovers and missed
opportunities cost Knightstown in
the last quarter while the Lady
Raiders rallied with a huge 20-point
effort to overcome their deficit and
get the 58-54 win.

The Lady Panthers shot 53 per-
cent  from the field and 81 percent

at the free throw line. The team saw
a balanced scoring performance
from Brooke Vise with 16, Kori
Biehl with 15 and Macy Burton
with 12 points.

Vise led the team on the boards
with six rebounds. She also made
two steals, one assist and one block.

Biehl pulled down four rebounds
and stole the ball twice.

Burton got five rebounds and
one steal and dished out two assists.

Hannah Thomas finished with
four points, five rebounds and one
assist.

Jordan Ventresco also scored
four points. She added one rebound,
one assist and one steal.

Lacy Thomas hit a three-pointer
and got two rebounds, one steal and
made two assists. Carmen Cleek
also made one steal in the game.

Shenandoah was led by senior
Rachel Krathwohl with 18 points
and six rebounds. Macee Rudy had
14 points and Morgan Tapscott got
13 for the Lady Raiders.

KHS Girls Fall to Morristown
Knightstown's varsity girls bas-

ketball team suffered a tough Mid-
Hoosier Conference loss to
Morristown, 58-43, on the road on
Jan. 26.

The Lady Yellow Jackets led
from the beginning, going up 18-
14 after the first quarter and taking
a 30-22 lead into halftime.

Morristown outscored
Knightstown again in the third
quarter, increasing their lead to 15
points, 49-34. Both teams only
scored nine points in the final
frame, allowing the Lady Yellow
Jackets to get the 58-43 victory.

Knightstown couldn't get the
shots to fall throughout the night.
KHS shot just 32 percent from the
field and made only 12 of their 27
free throw attempts for 44 percent
at the line.

Senior Kori Biehl led the Lady
Panthers in scoring with 17 points,
including three shots from behind

the arc. Biehl also grabbed three
rebounds and made four steals and
three assists.

Brooke Vise scored eight points
and had three rebounds, two steals
and one block.

Macy Burton hit one three-
pointer, one field goal and one at
the line for six points. She also
pulled down four rebounds and
handed out two assists.

Jordan Ventresco knocked down
a three-pointer and a field goal for
five points. She added a rebound, a
steal and an assist.

Lori Thomas dropped in three
points at the line and stole the ball once.

Carmen Cleek and Lacy
Thomas each hit one bucket. Cleek
also got three rebounds and Lacy
Thomas made four steals, one
assist and had one rebound.

The loss dropped the Lady
Panthers overall record to 11-8 and
to 4-3 in the MHC conference.

After being defeated in the
first round of the Henry County
Tourney on Jan. 20 and inclement
weather postponing their conso-
lation game, Knightstown's varsi-
ty girls basketball team got a big
win over Blue River Valley, 71-
48, on Jan. 28.

Brooke Vise got her seventh
double-double of the season and
the team enjoyed a balanced
effort with seven other players
scoring.

Vise scored 25 points and
pulled down 11 rebounds in the
game. She also made four blocks
and three steals.

Kori Biehl hit 14 points and
dished out eight assists, a team
high. She made three rebounds,
three steals and one block.

Hannah Thomas had a big
game too, scoring eight points
and hitting the boards hard to
come away with 11 rebounds.
She also made two assists.

Macy Burton and Jordan
Ventresco each scored seven
points. Burton added two
rebounds and Ventresco made
two steals.

Lacy Thomas dropped in three
buckets for six points and got two
rebounds, two steals and one assist.

Abbie True hit a three-pointer
and Lori Thomas made a free
throw and an assist.

Carmen Cleek did not score
but pulled in four rebounds,
handed out four assists and made
two steals.

The Lady Panthers move to
12-8 on the season.

Lady Panthers
Win Over BRV

Vise, Thomas Get Double-Doubles

Knightstown junior Brooke
Vise got her eighth double-double
of the year in the varsity girls' 16-
point win over Mid-Hoosier
Conference rival Shelby
Southwestern.

Junior Hannah Thomas posted
her second double-double this year
against Southwestern.

The Lady Panthers came out
strong in the game, putting up 15
points in the first quarter and
another 19 in the second quarter to
take a 34-14 lead at halftime.

Southwestern picked up the

offensive effort in the second half
but couldn't gain much traction
against the Lady Panthers. KHS
had bumped up its lead to 21 at the
end of the third quarter to head into
the final frame with a 46-25 lead.

The Lady Spartans rallied in the
last quarter, outscoring
Knightstown 16-11, but not enough
to make a dent in the Lady
Panthers huge lead. Knightstown
won 57-41.

Hannah Thomas led the Lady
Panthers in scoring and on the

See Double, Page 11

in 57-41 Win Over Southwestern
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LEGAL SERVICES

LOCAL SHOPPING

RE AL ESTATE
HOUSE FOR SALE - 3-bed-
rooms/2-car attached garage,
Spiceland, IN. $48,000. Info: 765-
345-2653 (tfm) 

Find The Banner Online:
www.thebanneronline.com

Twitter - @ktownbanner

Find Us and Like Us on Facebook

HELP WANTED

HOW MUCH?
Banner classifieds are just 45 cents per word, per week. We require a $2 minimum on each ad. Prepayment required. Lost/found and free ads are

always free and will be published as space permits.

Classifieds
FOR RENT

CLEANING

CHILD CARE
CHILD CARE - Home daycare in
Knightstown. $20 a day. Call or
text 317-270-7741 or 765-748-
3918. (2-4)

CHILDCARE - in my home. CPR
and First Aid certified. Reasonable
and dependable. 345-7284 (TFN)

LIGHT HOUSECLEANING -
Middle-aged, honest, dependable,
hard-worker will dust, vacuum,
mop and tidy up. Call for appoint-
ment and estimate. 267-315-
0571. (2-11)

FRED ZEILINGA Excavating.
765-565-6702. Septic systems,
top soil, gravel, stone.
VENUE RENTAL - Weddings,
Receptions, Corporate and
Family!  Beautiful historic venue
with sanctuary ballroom and
rural outdoor ceremony site
available for rent or complete
event packages.  Call for special
local rates and quality services.
www.therighteousoaks.com
765-561-5473 (TFN)

VAIL’S CONCRETE - Comm-
ercial and residential. Free esti-
mates. Fully insured. 765-623-
2593. 40 years experience. (TFN)

FOR RENTFOR SALE SERVICES
FOR SALE – Hay, $3/bale.
Cash and carry. 765-565-1367.
(tfn)

OAK, CHERRY, HICKORY -
cabinet doors. All sizes. $8-
$16. 317-326-8484. (tfn)

KNIGHTSTOWN
ACADEMY PLACE APARTMENTS
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, 62 years or older, disabled
(regardless of age). Rent based on income (if qualified),
Barrier Free Available. Contact Dawn, 765-345-7789.
Equal Housing Opportunity, This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and employer. TDD 800-649-3777

SPACE FOR RENT/LEASE -
103 E. Main St., Suite A., 1,800
sq. ft. $600 per month, plus util-
ities. Build out possible. Call
Dave at 317-374-3118 (2-11)

SPACE FOR RENT/LEASE -
103 E. Main St., Suite B., 2,000
sq. ft. $600 per month, plus util-
ities. Build out possible. Call
Dave at 317-374-3118. (2-11)

APT. FOR RENT - 608 N. East
St., Greenfield. Very nice 1-
story apt., new paint and carpet,
stove, fridge. Washer/dryer fur-
nished. All utilities furnished. 2-
year lease. No pets or smoking.
$650 mo. $500 damage
deposit. 239-280-8606. (TFN)

APT. FOR RENT - 9 E. 3rd St,
Carthage. 3 bedroom double. 1-
year lease. Service animals
only. No smoking. $500 mo.
$500 damage. 317-372-9879.
(TFN)

National Trail Antique Mall

Stop In and See Our 
New Look for 2015! 

113 E. Washington St., Dunreith
765-987-6057

BB
WW

BRYAN R. WILLIAMS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

403 W. 8TH STREET, SUITE 3
ANDERSON, INDIANA 46016

765-649-1144 ... 765-649-1155 Fax
bwilliamslaw@comcast.net

A

EOE

Advantage has some opportunities that could
put that extra cash in your pocket.

RN/LPN/HHA
Part-time & Full-time Positions Available!

Call or stop by our offices ... Open M-F 8-5 pm
540 N. Memorial Dr., New Castle

765-521-0220 or 800-332-0220 
or 317-462-3911 in the Greenfield Area.

or visit us online at www.advantagehhc.com

Has the Love Bug Bitten You?
Need some extra cash to Treat that

Special Person Extra Special?

HHOOMMEE  CCAARREE
dvantage

wanted to help them, he said the town's attorney, Gregg
Morelock, cautioned that it could set a bad precedent for
the town to do that when it was likely the business owners'
removal of the toilet that caused their basement to flood.

“I don't have the equipment to clean it up,” Bridges told
The Banner last week. “All I would like to see is just to
have it cleaned up. … I'm not asking for pay off. I'm just
asking for (the town) to come in and get what's theirs. …
Their equipment put it there. If it was my stuff, I'd go in
there and clean it up.”

In other utility matters, Neice announced at the Jan. 15
meeting that a person the council had OK'd hiring for a

sewer department job in December had turned down the
job, as had a second applicant. Both, he said, had been
offered more money to stay with their current employers.
The council voted to re-advertise the job opening.

The council also voted at the Jan. 15 meeting to approve
hiring Hilderbrand Construction, Carthage, to renovate the
chlorine room at the town's water treatment plant to make
state-mandated improvements. Hilderbrand's bid of
$15,455 was the more expensive of the two received – the
was a little under $11,000 – but Neice said the lower bid
did not fully comply with state requirements for the reno-
vations.

Request, from Page 3
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LOCAL HVAC

INSURANCE TREE SERVICE LAWN MOWER SALES & SERVICE

DAY SPA , SALON AND TANNINGROOFING

U-HAUL RENTAL

LOCAL TOWING SERVICE

WATT
ROOFING

Serving Henry, Rush, Wayne 
and Hancock Counties

Free Roofing Estimates
New Roofs, Tear Offs & Reroofs

Licensed & Insured

765-529-9161

REAL ESTATE

New companies are being created in the renewable energy sector all the
time. If Knightstown would take action, it could lead to new energy-related
businesses wanting to locate in town and a revitalization of the community.

Ed Knight
St. Charles, Mo.

Letters, from Page 4

boards. She shot 71 percent from the field and 80 percent from the line,
posting 14 points, 13 rebounds, two blocks and two steals.

Vise scored 12 points and got 10 rebounds, three blocks and one assist.
Macy Burton was close to her own double-double with 10 points and

eight rebounds. She led the team in passing with four assists and made two
steals.

Kori Biehl scored nine points and had three rebounds, three steals and
two blocks.

Carmen Cleek got five points and four rebounds while Jordan
Ventresco had four points, eight rebounds, four steals and two assists.

Lacy Thomas had three points, two rebounds and one steal.
Knightstown enjoys a 13-8 overall record and a 5-3 conference record

with just one game left in the regular season before the sectional starts next
week. The Lady Panthers traveled to Waldron on Tuesday night. Results
from that game and the team's sectional results will be in next week's issue.

Double, from Page 9

Knightstown junior Balin
Orcutt (170), Eastern Hancock jun-
ior Jarrod Waterman (160) and
Shenandoah freshman Levi Black
(113) won sectional titles on
Saturday at Sectional 23 while sev-
eral of their teammates also
advanced to regionals.

New Castle was the champion
at sectional host Shenandoah High
School with a top score of 215.5
and Centerville took second place
with a 195.

Eastern Hancock and
Knightstown wrestling teams took
the next two spots. The Royals fin-
ished with a score of 150.5 for third
place and the Panthers got a 141 to
take fourth place.

The top four place winners in
each weight class advance to the
regionals.

Knightstown had six other
wrestlers place in the top four of
their weight class. Juniors Adam
Bundy (126) and Jason Dishman
(220) each placed second, junior
Cameron Fender (138) placed
third, freshman Jon Simmons (152)
placed third, sophomore Tyler
Jackson (285) placed fourth and
freshman Kaleb Buchanan (106)
placed fourth.

Eastern Hancock had five other
wrestlers finish in the top four of
their weight class. Senior Garrett
Jaynes (152) got second place, sen-

ior Zach Davis (145) placed third,
junior Dakota Myers was fourth,
sophomore Gabe Blake (132)
placed fourth and freshman Mitch
Guinn (220) also finished fourth.

The Panthers also learned on
Monday night that Cambridge City
Lincoln's third place finisher in the
132-lb weight class has been dis-
qualified. This action bumps
Eastern Hancock's Blake up to

regionals now in the fourth place
spot.

Shenandoah saw five other
wrestlers advance to regionals too
including second place finishers
senior Dylan Kelley (138), sopho-
mores Ryan Surguy (120) and Josh
Gee (145), and freshman Gabe
Walker (182). Sophomore Jordan
Rodecap (126) got fourth place.

Tri's Wes Craft (132), a junior,
was runner-up in his class to earn a
regional trip.

Other teams competing in
Sectional 23 were Richmond (132)
- 5th place; Shenandoah (118) - 6th
place; Northeastern (80) - 7th
place; Hagerstown (78) - 8th place;
Tri (49) - 9th place; Cambridge
City Lincoln (48) - 10th place; and
Blue River Valley (18) - 11th place.

Wrestlers advancing to region-
als will compete on Saturday, Feb.
7, at Richmond, starting at 9 a.m.

Orcutt, Waterman, Black
Win Sectional Titles

Knightstown's seventh grade
boys basketball team traveled to
Blue River on Jan. 24 to compete in
the Henry County Tourney.

In the first round of the tourney,
the Panthers were edged out by Tri,
32-35.

Charlie Moore led the KIS scor-
ing with 13 points. Jack Fort had
seven points.

Chase Burton and Drew Cupp
each scored six points and Matthew
Craft added two points.

In the consolation game, the
seventh grade Panthers defeated
Blue River 44-32.

Every Panther scored in the
game. Fort led the team in scoring
with 12 points and Caleb Pyle
knocked down 10 points.

Moore had six points, Craft got
five points and Cupp had three.

Sam Good, James Lukens and
Dylan Chandler each scored two
points.

Landon Carmichael and Chase
Burton added a point apiece.

7th Graders 1-1 at
County Tourney

Please tell them you saw their ad in The Banner!

The seventh grade Panthers got a victory on the road at Connersville on
Jan. 26. KIS defeated the Spartans 35-31.

Matthew Craft, Jack Fort and Charlie Moore led a balanced offensive
attack, each scoring eight points. James Lukens had six points. Caleb Pyle
got three points and Chase Burton added two points.

7th Grade Boys Defeat Connersville

third place and Knightstown sopho-
more Steven Heady will wrestle at
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