
75C

Vol. XVI, Issue 41                                         January 28, 2015                                             Knightstown, IN  

PE
R

IO
D

IC
A

L
S

N
E

W
SP

A
PE

R

“The people must know before they can act, and there is no educator to compare with the press.” - Ida B. Wells

THE Banner
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Girl Scouts Selling
Cookies Right Now

Central Indiana Girl Scouts are
selling cookies now through
March 15. Pre-orders have been
taken and Scouts will making
deliveries beginning Feb. 4. For
more information, call Barb
Mofield at 317-442-2620.

The Historic Knightstown
museum, located on the Public
Square at 22 N. Washington St.,
will have new winter hours.
Winter hours will be 10 a.m.-12
p.m. each Friday and Saturday. For
more information, or to visit the
museum by appointment, call
David Steele at 765-345-7585.
Membership payments (family,
$20; individual, $15) may be
mailed to HKI at P.O. Box 74,
Knightstown, IN 46148.

Expiration Dates
Appear on Labels

Attention Subscribers
The Banner no longer mails

renewal notices to subscribers of
the print edition. The expiration
date of every subscription is print-
ed on the top of the mailing label
each week, right above the sub-
scriber’s name. 

KUMC Women to
Host Annual Dinner

HKI Museum Open
Fridays, Saturdays

Grants Workshop
Wednesday, Feb. 4

The Henry County Community
Foundation (HCCF) will be hosting
its spring grants workshop on
Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 4 p.m. It will
be held at the New Castle-Henry
County Public Library auditorium.
Contact Jayanna Thompson at 765-
529-2235 or info@henrycounty-
cf.org to register.

Knightstown United Methodist
Church Women will host their
annual chicken noodle dinner on
Saturday, Feb. 7, 4:30-7 p.m. A
freewill offering will be accepted
for the meal, which includes
homemade noodles served with
mashed potatoes, green beans,
slaw, drinks, homemade rolls and
homemade pies. The public is
invited. The church’s fellowship
hall is located at 27 S. Jefferson
St., Knightstown.

KHS football players (l-r) Sam Moore, Derek Heim, Ben Haase and Mike Jones. (Photo submitted)

KHS Football Players Earn
Academic All-State Honors

Four Knightstown High School seniors were
recently named to the Academic All-State for
Region 8. Receiving the recognition were Ben
Haase, Derek Heim, Mike Jones and Sam Moore.

Players are nominated by their coaches and
school administrators for consideration of the All-
State honor. Nominees must be a senior and have
played in at least 70 percent of the team's games.
They also must have a grade point average above
3.40 and a minimum SAT score of 1660 or ACT
score of 24.

Haase, Heim, Jones and Moore have made a big
impression on their coach.

"These four guys have been
very important in laying the
groundwork for the program,"
said KHS head coach Kevin
Miller. "Their attention to aca-
demics is something we will use
for the younger kids in the future.
We tell our young kids all the time
that their college recruitment
starts at the beginning of their
eighth grade year. The skills and
learning tools they start using at
that time will prepare them for
their high school future."

Ben Haase played on the varsi-
ty team for four years as a corner-
back and receiver. He was given
the Don Willard award and named
All-Conference cornerback. Haase is also on the
track team and a member of the National Honor
Society, French Club and History Club.

"Ben has done everything in his power to better
himself and this team," said Coach Miller. "He is
the ultimate professional student-athlete. He thrives
for the best everyday and that's about all a coach
can ask for from his players."

Haase has maintained a 3.8 grade point average
and plans to attend Purdue University for computer
science. He is the son of Mark and Kristin Haase as
well as the grandson of Tom and Judy Haase and
Andy and Audrey Pelham.

Derek Heim, possibly this year's KHS valedic-
torian, is posting a grade point average of 4.275.

The four-year Panther served on the team's offen-
sive and defensive lines and also was on the track
team and played in the school's band.

"Derek is by far one of the brightest kids I have
had the pleasure to work with on the football field,"
said Miller. "He has the brains of a quarterback in
the body of a lineman!"

Heim is class president and vice-president of the
school's National Honor Society. He was a delegate
to the Hoosier Boys State and given the Dr. Stephen
D. Smith award. His parents are John and Kim
Heim. His grandparents are Richard and Marylin

Heim and Enoch and Wanda
Duff. Heim intends to major in
molecular genetics at Ohio State
University following graduation
and become a dermatologist.

Mike Jones, a wide receiver
and linebacker for the Panthers
the past four years, made
Academic All-State with his 3.7
grade point average. He is a pre-
vious Don Willard Award winner
and received the sportsmanship
award. He is also on the baseball
team and a member of National
Honor Society, FCA, Spanish
Club and History Club.

"Mike Jones is a quiet leader in
and out of the classroom. In my
book, one of the all-time greats to

'sneak' through KHS," Coach Miller said. "He is
not real flashy, but always finishes everything he
starts and his work ethic is second to none."

Jones, son of Steven and Beth Jones, plans on
enlisting in the Navy as an aviation electronics
technician after graduation. He hopes to attend col-
lege after that to obtain a masters degree in psy-
chology.

Sam Moore has been on the varsity football
team all four years of high school as a running back
and defensive back. He is also on the track and bas-
ketball teams and a member of the History Club,
Home Economics Club, Art Club and French Club
where he serves as secretary. He also participates in

See Academic, Page 12

Coach Credits Kids with Helping Shape Football Program

“Their attention to 
academics is something

we will use for the
younger kids in the

future. We tell our young
kids all the time that their
college recruitment starts
at the beginning of their

eighth grade year.”

- Kevin Miller, KHS head 
football coach

Town Council
Favors Full-time

Police Chief;
Search to Begin

by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner

The Knightstown Town Council
voted last week to begin the search
for a full-time town marshal to
replace former Chief Danny Baker,
whose resignation took effect Dec.
31.

The 4-1 vote, which came dur-
ing the council's Jan. 20 special
meeting, approved advertising for a
full-time chief as soon as possible.
The council's police committee,
which consists of Vice President
Sarah Ward and Mitch Roland, will
meet with the town's clerk-treasur-
er, Bart Whitesitt, to come up with
job qualifications and proposed
wording for an employment ad.

Once the police committee fin-
ishes this work with Whitesitt, the
matter will go back to the full coun-
cil for its review of the proposed
job posting and a final OK before
its publication. This may happen
before the council's Feb. 19 month-
ly meeting, but a special meeting
has not yet been scheduled.

Tony Darling, a 19-year veteran
of the Henry County Sheriff's
Department, has been serving as
the town's part-time interim police
chief since last month, when he was
appointed to fill in for Baker, who
was on paid leave. The 44-year-old
Darling has expressed interest in
becoming the town's full-time chief
once he retires from the HCSD,
which, at last week's meeting, he
said could be as early as April.

The week before, at the council's
Jan. 15 monthly meeting, council
members discussed the financial
implications of hiring a part-time
police chief and a third full-time
patrol officer versus hiring just a
full-time chief. Council member
Clyde South said that, based on his
calculations, it would be about
$11,000 cheaper to hire just a full-
time chief.

"I think we're better off with a
full-time chief," South said at the
Jan. 15 meeting. 

Bart Whitesitt, the town's clerk-
treasurer, told the council that he
came up with figures similar to
South's. Based on a part-time chief
that would work 30 hours a week -
instead of the 25 hours a week that
South used in his computations -
Whitesitt said hiring a part-time
chief and a third full-time officer
may cost the town $13,000-
$14,000 more than only hiring a
full-time chief.

Darling told the council at the
Jan. 15 meeting that he was willing
to continue working as a part-time
chief, working about 23 hours a
week, at pay based on an annual

See Chief, Page 12
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Condo & Son Funeral Home

A Lasting Family Tradition Since 1898
130 S. Main Street - Wilkinson, Indiana - 46186

Pre-Needs - Funeral Services - Monument Sales

765-781-2435 www.condoandson.com

GR UTOAY A
SALES SERVICE

2260 W. Main St., Greenfield 317-467-1555

Brandon Gray Brinton Gray Dustin Gray

Meet our
Smiling
Sales
Staff!

Gray Auto Sales & Service is a family-owned
operation where we really strive to keep our

customers satisfied. We have over 80
Certified pre-owned vehicles, and Gray

Auto was named Quality Pre-Owned Dealer of
the Year in ‘05 and ‘06. 

Our full-service shop is ready to help keep
your car in top condition.

KEEP US IN MIND!
Please visit www.grayauto.com!

Gray Auto Sales & Service
2260 W. Main St., Greenfield - 317-4467-11555
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FOLLOW THE BANNER 
ON TWITTER! @ktownbanner

Tell ëem you saw their ad in The Banner!

Evelyn E. Gabbard
November 24, 1923 - January 26, 2015

Evelyn E. Gabbard, 91, joined heaven Monday, Jan. 26, 2015, in Greenfield. 
She was born Nov. 24, 1923, in Gorham, Ill., to the late Watt and Margaret (Campbell)

Newfarmer. She was a member of the Knightstown First Baptist Church and was a retired
house parent for the Indiana Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Children’s Home. Evelyn was an avid read-
er, an oil painter and she loved traveling and camping. She also enjoyed birdwatching, fishing
and cooking.

She will be greatly missed by her sons Phillip (Jane) Moschenrose of Pennsylvania and
Michael (Kim) Moschenrose of Kentucky; a daughter, Doris (Robert) Walburn, of Greenfield;

five grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren.  
In addition to her parents, Evelyn was preceded in death by her husbands, Joe Moschenrose (1986) and Owen

Gabbard (1982); two brothers, Henry and William Luke Newfarmer; and a sister, Beulah DeRossett. 
Services for Evelyn will be held Wednesday, Jan. 28, 2015 at 1 p.m. at Heritage Funeral Care, Knighstown.

Friends may visit from 11 a.m. until time of service. Rev. Beth Crouch will preside. A graveside service will be
held Thursday, Jan. 29, at 11 a.m. in Cumberland Cemetery (10601 North East 10th St., Casey, Ill., 62420) with
family to preside. In lieu of flowers, please give memorial contributions to Richville Baptist Church Youth, 3643
Hazen Richardsville Rd., Brookville PA 15825.

Lemuel “Lem” V. Stinson, Jr.
July 19, 1955 - January 16, 2015

Lemuel "Lem" V. Stinson, Jr., passed away suddenly on Jan. 16, 2015, in Gila Bend, Ariz.
He was 59. 

He was born in Rushville on July 19, 1955, to Emma Jeanne Stinson and the late Lemuel
V. Stinson, Sr. He grew up in Knightstown and moved to Gila Bend in 2007. 

Besides his mother, he is survived by two sisters, Carol Chambers of Indianapolis and Julie
(Mike) Toepper of St. Johns, Ariz. He is also survived by a nephew, David Lee Chambers, also
of Indianapolis. Other survivors also include an aunt, an uncle and several cousins and close
friends from childhood, including Doug Hooker and Kent Lansinger. 

A Celebration of Life will be held at a future date in Indiana. In lieu of flowers, donations in his name can be
made to the Special Olympics of Indiana – Washington Township (SOINWT), 6102 N. Sherman Dr.,
Indianapolis, IN 46220. Arrangements made by Legacy Funeral Home 1374 N Arizona Ave Chandler, AZ 85225.

John L. Anderson
January 10, 2015

John L. Anderson, 87 of Greenfield died Jan. 10, 2015.
John was a veteran of the Navy serving in the Korean War. John is survived by his wife of 65 years, Carol;

son Steve (Tami) Anderson; daughter Nancy (Chris) Seyfferle; brother Roy Lee Anderson; 4 grandchildren; 4
step grandchildren; 6 great-grandchildren, and 11 great-step grandchildren.

Mr. Anderson was preceded in death by a sister and three brothers.
Memorial contributions may be made to Veterans Homeless Shelter. No services are planned at this time.

Arrangements are entrusted to Hendryx Mortuaries.

INSEY BROWH NFUNERAL SERVICE
The Caring Professionals

7355 S. State Road 109, Knightstown - 345-7400
3406 S. Memorial Drive, New Castle - 529-7100

www.hinsey-brown.com 

Hinsey-Brown is pleased to be a member of Selected Independent
Funeral Homes, an international organization made up of locally
owned funeral homes who meet very stringent qualifications.
Membership is by invitation only and there is normally only one
Selected funeral home in a community, which is your assurance of
outstanding care and attention to detail before, during and after
the service.   Thank you for your continued support.

CAB Elementary School Social Worker 
Resigns; No Plans to Refill Position

The Charles A. Beard Memorial
School Corp. has lost its elemen-
tary school social worker, and the
district's top administrator says
there are no immediate plans to
replace her.

Social worker Susan Logan's
resignation, which took effect Jan.
19, was announced during the per-
sonnel report given at the CAB
School Board's Jan. 20 monthly
meeting. Logan, the daughter of
former longtime CAB
Superintendent Hal Jester, had
worked at CAB for about 10 years.

Jed Behny, the district's current
superintendent, said at last week's
board meeting that there are no
plans to fill the social worker posi-
tion at this time. Also going
unfilled, he said, will be the vacan-
cy created by the resignation of

Melissia Grant, a business teacher
at Knightstown High School who
was on a temporary contract.

Grant's letter of resignation was
dated Dec. 23, but was not to take
effect until Jan. 21, the day after
the board meeting. Logan's notice
of resignation was dated Dec. 15.

While Behny said CAB will
continue to review its needs for
these positions, he said he hoped
other CAB employees will be able
to handle the work that Logan and
Grant did. He noted that CAB has
a behavioral specialist employed
who has a social worker back-
ground, and said there is also
another district employee who is
able to help with social work
issues.

Board members also received a
notice of resignation at last week's

meeting from Lou Ann Bradshaw,
a special education aide at
Knightstown Intermediate School.
In an e-mail dated Dec. 22, three
days after her resignation took
effect, Bradshaw indicated she was
taking a job with Rush County
Schools.

As part of its action on the per-
sonnel report at last week's meet-
ing, the school board approved hir-
ing Traci Howard as a KIS special
education aide and Rachelle
McCorkle as Title I aide at
Knightstown Elementary. The
board also approved changing
Becky King from a KIS special
education aide to a similar position
at the elementary school, and
approved maternity leave later this
semester for Brittany Harris, a spe-
cial education teacher at KIS.
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Leakey
Insurance
Agency

Offer ing  Qual i ty
Insurance  Products
for   Over   50  Years!

Home 
Auto 
Commercial 
Farm 
Life 
Final Expense 
Disability 
Critical Illness 
LongTerm Care 

Health - Group
& Individual 
Medicare
Supplements 
Mobile Home 
Motorcycle 
Umbrella 
Boat 
Travel 

  Also, Annuities and SR 22 

All  calls  are  important  to  us!
That's  why  a  real  person  answers
our  phone  from  8:30  a.m.-55  p.m.

Monday  through  Friday.  

Leakey Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Call us for a free quote!

345-5171
800-942-3134
16 S. Jefferson St.
Knightstown, IN

www.leakeyinsurance.com

Knightstown 
Collision Center
221 W. Main Street - Knightstown

345-5380

SMITH’S TREE 
TRIMMING & REMOVAL

Harold Smith & Son
STUMP REMOVAL - FULLY INSURED

BUCKET TRUCK EQUIPPED
FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-825-6370

SMITH’S TREE SERVICE
D&L

Transmission

150 W. U.S. Hwy. 40
Greenfield

317-462-9388

Banner Subscriptions
Just $40 a Year!

Kim Rathz, Krissi Williams, Jane Smiley, Brooke Cooper, Kylie Stevens

Can You Afford Not To Have Your
Taxes Professionally Prepared?

Jane Smiley CPA is ready to help with all your tax
filing needs. Call today to schedule an appointment!

Business Taxes 
and Advisory
Agricultural and 
Farm Taxes
Income Tax 
Planning and 
Preparation
Payroll Services
State, Sales and 
Local Taxes
Estate and Trust
Taxes

Jane Smiley CPA, Inc. - 640 E. 11th St., Rushville
765-932-2722 - www.smileycpa.com
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Love,

Your  Family

At Banner’s Request, CAB Begins Offering Legal Updates;
Superintendent Says Insurer is ‘Very Diligent’ with New Info

by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner

Acting on a longstanding
request from The Banner, CAB's
top administrator says he is pre-
pared to provide occasional updates
on legal matters facing the Charles
A. Beard Memorial School Corp.

Superintendent Jed Behny gave
his first such legal update at the
CAB School Board's Jan. 20
monthly meeting. He told board
members he planned to do this "a
few times each year."

"Ongoing litigation is not some-
thing that's always at the forefront
of our day-to-day operations, but it
is something that happens," Behny
said at the outset of his brief pres-
entation. "I can say that we do our
best to limit litigation, not only
that's levied against us, but also lit-
igation that we enter into."

Behny said nearly two dozen
families owe a total of about $4,400
in textbook fees and are currently in
the second phase of CAB's collec-
tion process. If left unpaid, the third
stage, he said, will be the filing of
small claims cases against them.

A personal injury on CAB prop-
erty, Behny said, led to the filing of
a tort claim notice against the dis-
trict late last year. He said this
claim, which has not yet resulted in
litigation, has been turned in to
CAB's insurance provider, which is

investigating the matter.
Behny's presentation included

no details about the nature of this
personal injury claim. The identity
of the injured party, when and
where the incident occurred, and
the amount sought as compensa-
tion for the injury were not
revealed.

The final legal matter in which
Behny said CAB is involved is a
class action lawsuit filed by CAB
and about three dozen other
Indiana school districts and the
state against the IRS. This lawsuit,
filed in federal district court in
Indianapolis, challenges portions
of the Affordable Care Act, often
referred to as "Obamacare."

Behny said the case challenging
the ACA is currently on hold. The
judge, he said, is waiting on a U.S.
Supreme Court decision in a simi-
lar case before making a ruling on
the one involving CAB.

Board member John Swartz told
Behny he had read an article in the
county's daily newspaper about a
situation where the county's insurer
had settled a claim without the
knowledge or prior approval of
county officials.

"Are we in a situation like that?"
Swartz asked Behny. "Do they pay
those out, or do we get the oppor-
tunity to say, 'No, we want to pur-
sue this,'?"

Behny said once the matter is
turned over the CAB's insurer, the
insurer becomes "the ultimate deci-
sion maker." He said CAB's insur-

er has been "very diligent" in keep-
ing him updated.

"They stay in pretty close con-
tact with us," Behny said. "So, I
can that that I do not believe we
would ever be in the dark about
what direction the process was
going - even if we weren't going to
have the opportunity to be the final
decision maker."

In other business at last week's
meeting, the board voted to:

*Hire McQueen Appraisal
Services for $6,500 to provide the
second appraisals required by law
on the former Carthage and
Kennard elementary school prop-
erties;

*Schedule an auction of surplus
school property in the gym at the
former Carthage Elementary
School on Saturday, Feb. 21;

*Adopt a corporate seal for the
school district prepared by a stu-
dent involved in the graphic design
class at the New Castle Career
Center;

*Approve the school calendar
for the 2015-2016 school year;

*Pass on first reading revisions
to a half dozen school board poli-
cies, with adoption on second read-
ing expected to happen at the
board's February meeting;

*Approve payment of monthly
claims totaling $3,001,590.29, with
$2,415,485.91 of the claims being
prewritten, $241,189.79 being cur-
rent ones, and $344,914.59 for
payroll.

*Accept a personnel report that

included, among other items, the
resignations of social worker Susan
Logan,  temporary Knightstown
High School business teacher
Melissia Grant, and Knightstown
Intermediate School special educa-

tion aide Lou Ann Bradshaw; and
*Approve board member

Cynthia "Suzee" Neal's appoint-
ment as an ex officio member to
the Knightstown Department of
Parks and Recreation Board.

Central Indiana Girl Scouts are selling cookies until March 15.
Scouts have already taken pre-orders and will be delivering cookies
beginning Feb. 4. Cookie booths will appear in major traffic areas
starting Feb. 6. 

In addition to Thin Mints, Samoas, Tagalongs, Do-Si-Dos, Trefoils
and Savannah Smiles, there are two new cookies this year. They
include Rah-Rah Raisins and Gluten-free Toffee-Tastic (available at
booths only). Each package is $4.

Troop proceeds help finance troop activities and camping events.
Those who haven’t yet been approached to purchase Girl Scout

cookies, or visited a sales booth, may contact Barb Mofield at 317-442-
2620 for more information.

It’s That Time of Year Again!
Girl Scouts Selling Cookies



“Mid pleasures and palaces
though we may roam,

Be it ever so humble, there's no
place like home;

A charm from the skies seems to
hallow us there,

Which seek thru' the world, is
ne'er met elsewhere.”

The robin in its nest, the fox in
its den, the wren in its little house,
the bear in its cave, the squirrel in
its leafy bower, the bee in its hive
... and the human being ... All crea-
tures, great and small, seek a place
of safety and shelter from the
weather and the world outside.

When I was a girl everyone
knew the above song that’s nearly
200 years old.  Its composer under-
stood that a home is more than just
a collection of boards and bricks. I
have gathered insights from per-
sonal experience, observation and
many years as a Realtor. The old
adage that home is where the heart
is is true. Anyone who has ever
been homesick understands this.
Sometimes when people leave
their homes the grief of that loss is
as poignant as the death of a loved
one.

It is said that a man’s home is
his castle. Our homes are the one
place where we can be in charge
and independent. A home is the
repository of cherished possessions
that we collect over the years and
expresses our creativity. For people
of modest means, its sale brings the
most money they’ve ever had at

one time.
A beloved home is a cocoon

spun around memories. I remem-
ber exactly every room in the
Knightstown house at Cary and
Franklin where I grew up. Ditto for
the house on Ritter Ave. that Bill
and I bought early in our marriage.
The first home that one owns rep-
resents dreams. Ritter Avenue was

a white elephant that we exhausted
ourselves restoring and maintain-
ing. Sometimes we yelled at each
other during those projects.
However, it remains a lovable
house. The people who bought it
from us many years ago are still
there.

This was the home to which our
dear mothers came for Christmas
and where we had Halloween par-
ties for Vicki in the attic. I invited a
dozen close friends to come for
brunch followed by a surprise 50th
birthday party for Bill, to which I
invited 75 people. The sewer

backed up in the basement two
days before, and I talked our
plumber into coming anyway even
though I had spent all the money
that I’d saved up on the party.  

This was the home to which we
took one small child and from
which we buried another. When we
sold it I left not only our home, but
our Irvington neighborhood, and I
cried at the closing. "Oh dear," I
wailed. "You said I could take my
mother’s bloodroot,  and it’s died
down, and I can’t find it." Several
years later I went back in the
spring, and the owner gave me a
start of it.  

Thus, I understood perfectly
when a real estate client cried after
signing the listing contract. "Oh,
oh, oh," she sobbed. "My grand-
mother’s rose is out back." "Don’t
worry," I replied. "We’ll exclude it
from the listing so you can take it."
I saw many people tear up at the
closing of their homes even though
they were moving on to a desired
new one. Sometimes sons would
excuse themselves during the clos-
ing on their deceased mothers’
homes. I knew that they were
going outside to cry.  

When I look out the window of
our Warren Park home while I type
this I see several trees that Bill
planted. This is where grandboys
came to visit when they were
young. It is where Bill and I have
grown old together. Home is 

See Rose Mary, Page 6
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Eric Cox - Editor & Publisher
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765-345-2292

“Freedom is hammered out on the
anvil of discussion, dissent 

and debate.”
Hubert H. Humphreya responsible community newspaper

Life in the Trenches: Home, Sweet Home

The Banner values reader opinions and wel-
comes letters to the editor. To be considered for
publication, letters must be signed by the author
and contain a phone number and address for verifi-
cation purposes. The Banner does not guarantee
the veracity of factual assertions contained in letters
to the editor, and their publication should in no way
be construed as the newspaper’s endorsement of
the letters’ contents. The opinions represented in
letters to the editor, as well as any misstatement of
fact therein, are solely those of the letters’ authors.
Letters to the editor may be edited, and, ideally,
should be no more than 300 words in length.

This Just In: Pence Growing Goverment

Dear Editor,
I always enjoy Rex Bell's letters and noted that his most recent one men-

tioned the young terminally ill woman who made the decision to end her
life just as it was becoming no longer worth living. While he said he would
not have made the same decision, he respected her right to do so. It seems
obvious to me that we should all have the right to choose for ourselves and
in a saner society nobody would even question that.

But my reason for writing is to mention something else that I noticed in
some of the opinion columns that were published after the young woman's
death. While few questioned her decision (that's progress, I suppose), some
argued that she had no right to call it "death with dignity." They believe that
true "death with dignity" is toughing it out and letting nature take its course;
one writer even said ending your life is cowardly. I see nothing wrong with
their definition as long as they are applying it only to themselves, but to
impose it on others is going too far.

Is there any better example of people believing they have a right to
define others' decisions than the controversy over abortion? According to
some who can't resist minding other people's business, abortion must
always be an agonizing decision, made with reluctance and deeply regret-
ted for the rest of one's life. Real life, for anyone who bothers to investigate,
is different. The most common emotion seems to be relief, though reactions
run all the way from despondency to exuberance. How extremely arrogant
of any of us to say any of these reactions is wrong.

Rita McBride
Fortville

It makes sense for Knightstown to have a full-time police chief. A vari-
ety of reasons support that conclusion.

First and foremost, Knightstown’s geographic location necessitates
responsible, full-time law enforcement leadership. 

Highway 40 is also Washington Street in Marion County. That street
goes straight downtown, a direct pipeline. That could be good or bad.
Competent cops on duty 24-7 is what we need.

The same goes for I-70. The interstate could bring customers or crimi-
nals, grandmothers or murderers. A full-time police chief - a true profes-
sional law enforcement leader - would go a long way toward organizing
an effective police force. Hopefully, he or she will deploy that force
thoughtfully, tactically and timely, to ensure Knightstown is protected
when it’s most vulnerable - in the middle of the night, as we sleep.

Hard drugs are another reason to employ a police professional full-
time. We need someone with a strategy for keeping kids safe from these
potentially lethal substances, which sometimes appear as legitimate med-
ications. 

We also need a full-time police chief who will hold himself and his offi-
cers to the highest standards, and insist on a roster of credible deputies.
Moreover, a full-time chief can devote more time to overseeing junior offi-
cers, ensuring taxpayers have confidence in local law enforcement - not
just at the top, but throughout its ranks.

Lastly, we need a full-time chief because we need a solid, dependable
and honest person to use that 40 hours a week to rekindle public trust in a
department that’s seen better days.

It doesn’t get much weirder than this: Conservative
Republican Governor Mike Pence is launching a news
service.

This service, called “Just IN,” will feature pre-writ-
ten news stories that Pence’s office will provide to
news organizations around the state - news organiza-
tions just like this newspaper.

So I’ll just get this off my chest right now: The
Banner won’t be publishing any of those news releas-
es. And here’s why ...

First, elected officials shouldn’t use taxpayer
money to finance more public
employees who will write ostensibly
favorable pieces about the very same
elected officials who are paying them.
That’s at least Orwellian, and, at
most, very liberal in its application of
taxpayer money.

Pence, a former radio talk show
host, is an avowed conservative
Republican who also served as an
Indiana Congressman. He rose to
power touting conservative values
like smaller, less intrusive government.
Yet, here he is creating more government using tax-
payer money.

Not only has he undermined the state’s duly elected
superintendent of public instruction, Glenda Ritz, now
he’s trying to usurp America’s free press. And he’s
using your money to do it.

Maybe this is Pence’s way of getting his name in
the national spotlight. So far, it’s working. Journalists
around the nation are spitting his name like bullets
from Big Brother’s guns. Even conservative journal-
ists think his plan is ludicrous.

Ten years ago, however, Pence was singing a dif-

ferent tune. “As a conservative who believes in limit-
ed government,” he said, “I believe the only check on
government power in real time is a free and independ-
ent press.”

How that sentiment is employed in his latest big
government venture is beyond me. After all, how can
a free press operated effectively as a government
watchdog, if that very government lays out kibble
every morning, noon and night?

It’s ridiculous, silly and wasteful.
Interestingly, a former Indianapolis Star reporter -

the same one who reported on The
Banner’s successful litigation against
the town of Knightstown - is heading
up the “Just IN” news service, which
is expected to be launched next
month.

It pains me to see former journal-
ists bow to the very officials they
once scrutenized. It hurts this industry
and creates even more doubt about
the sanctity of the American press. I
can’t imagine how hard it would be to

look at one’s self in the mirror, having
gone from reputable journalist to the governor’s crap-
shoveler-in-chief. But, that’s his problem, not mine.

On the other hand, Pence’s latest government
expansion project is a problem that will effect every
Hoosier. Not only will it cost us more, it will serve to
undermine the press in Indiana, as well as blur the line
between genuine news stories, and those generated by
Pence’s bureacracy.

It makes me wonder. If he can create an arm of gov-
ernment providing pre-written “news” stories with the
“official” line, maybe he can birth an agency that goes
around stamping out contrary opinions like this one.

Blah
Blah
Blah

by eric cox
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BITS & PIECES
The Henry County Amateur

Radio Club has set up a benefit
fund at Star Financial Bank in New
Castle for Walt and Janice
Breining, who lost their house and
all their belongings in a recent
Spiceland fire. Monetary donations
are needed, since the couple had no
insurance. Donations may be taken
or mailed to Star Financial Bank,
403 Parkview Drive, New Castle,
IN, 47362. Checks should be made
payable to the Walt and Janice
Breining Benefit Fund.

Central Indiana Girl Scouts
are selling cookies now through
March 15. Pre-orders have been
taken and Scouts will making
deliveries beginning Feb. 4.
Cookies booths will also be in
major areas starting Feb. 6. Each
package of cookies is $4. Proceeds
benefit local troop activities and
camping events. two new cookies
are being featured this year, includ-
ing a gluten-free option. For more
information, call Barb Mofield at
317-442-2620.

Psi Iota Xi, Gamma Eta
Chapter, Knightstown is sponsoring
a fundraiser with Schwan's Home
Delivery Service. The sorority will
receive a percentage on orders
placed Jan. 15-March 1. To support
this fundraiser, place an order
online with Schwans.com. On the

checkout page, indicate that a con-
tribute to Fundraiser Campaign
#18058, or PIX Knightstown. Call
Schwan's at 1-888-schwans (1-888-
724-9267) to place an order.

The Disabled American
Veterans’ mobile service officer
van will be at Knightstown
American Legion Post 152 from 9
a.m.-4 p.m. on July 17. For more
information, call Morris Cole at
906-241-3565.

The Henry County
Community Foundation (HCCF)
will be hosting its spring grants
workshop on Wednesday, Feb. 4,
at 4 p.m. It will be held at the New
Castle-Henry County Public
Library auditorium. The workshop
is for Henry County non-profit
organizations wishing to submit an
application for the spring 2015
community grant cycle.
Attendance is mandatory for con-
sideration. Applications and dead-
lines will be provided at the work-
shop. Seating is limited, please
contact HCCF at 765-529-2235 to
reserve a seat by Feb. 2. One seat
per organization will be alotted.
Contact Jayanna Thompson at 765-
529-2235 or info@henrycounty-
cf.org to register. 

New Covenant Worship
Center, 815 Western Rd., New
Castle, will host the inaugural

Reflected Light Art Exhibition
this spring. An opening reception is
scheduled for Friday, May 1, 6-9
p.m. The event is free, open to the
public and family-friendly.
Featuring painting, ceramics, pho-
tography, mixed media, sculpture
and more, the event also includes
free refreshments. For more infor-
mation, call Brian Russelburg at
317-652-3120 or e-mail silvervis-
age@gmail.com.

The Shirley Historical
Society is raising money to restore
a railroad caboose and purchase a
motorized rail inspection car. The
items will be placed near the
Shirley railroad depot. Donations
may be sent to Joan Cupp, P.O. Box
407, Shirley, IN 47384.

Anyone locating unwanted,
unused or outdated prescription
medications may dispose of them
at the New Castle Police Dept., 227
N. Main St., or the Henry County
Sheriff’s Dept., 127 N. 12th St.,
New Castle.

The Historic Knightstown
museum, located on the Public
Square at 22 N. Washington St.,
will have new winter hours. Winter
hours will be 10 a.m.-12 p.m. each
Friday and Saturday. For more
information, or to visit the museum
by appointment, call David Steele
at 765-345-7585. Family and indi-

Parts and Service 
for All 

Major Brands!
765-524-8356

www.chewsappliancerepair.com

ROBERT L. GOTTSCHALK, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

American Dental
Association

For Professional Dental Care
See Us for Your Next Exam

Don’t “Trust Your Teeth” with Just Anyone!
317-462-1252

in Greenfield

Corner of State Street
& McKenzie Street

vidual HKI memberships are $20
and $15, respectively. Membership
payments may be mailed to HKI at
P.O. Box 74, Knightstown, IN
46148.

The Henry County Disabled
American Veterans (DAV) organ-
ization meets the first Monday of
each month at 7 p.m. at
Knightstown American Legion
Post 152. DAV Service Officer
Morris Cole encourages Iraq and
Afghanistan veterans to attend so
they can learn more about DAV
benefits. Cole is available at Post
152 10 a.m.-3 p.m. each Friday.
For more information, call 906-
241-3565.

Alcoholics Anonymous
meets weekly, on Tuesdays, at 7:30
p.m. at the Hoosier Gym (enter on
East side). Meetings will continue
each Tuesday at the same time and
location. For more info, call 765-
313-1637.

The Parish Clothes Closet,
located in the basement of Bethel
Presbyterian Church, 112 S.
Franklin St., Knightstown, is open
each Thursday from 3-5 p.m. Food
is now available at the Closet. Call
345-5951 or 345-5930 for more
info.

If you have an item that fits into
Bits and Pieces, send it to  theban-
ner@embarqmail.com.

K-TOWN LEGION POST 152
FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL - JANUARY 30

Open to the Public!
222244  EE.. MMaaiinn  SStt..,,  KKnniigghhttssttoowwnn  -  334455-55222277

Sirloin  Steaks
BBaakkeedd  PPoottaattoo  && SSaallaadd  BBaarr  -  $$1144..9999

Saturday Night Paint Party with The Paint Party Parlor at 6 p.m.



wherever Bill is. However, this
house will never hold the place in
my heart that my childhood home
and the one on Ritter have.
wclarke@comcast.net 

Rose Mary, from Page 4

More policies.
More savings.
Bundle auto, home and life for
big State Farm discounts.
So let me show you how State
Farm can help protect all the things
that matters most - for a lot less
than you think.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.
CALL ME TODAY.

Michael Thompson, Agent
18 East Main Street

Knightstown, IN 46148
Bus: 765-345-5596

michael.thompson.r76s@
statefarm.com

FARM 
SUPPLY, INC.

Millville Falmouth Glenwood

4378 N. 850 W., Falmouth, IN 46217   765-679-5245 800-638-7741
www.falmouthfarmsupply.com  

PIONEER SEED PRODUCTS
COMPETITIVE GRAIN BIDS
CUSTOM FEED MIXING/GRINDING
FUEL PURINA FEEDS

Falmouth Farm Supply Inc., has been proudly, family owned and operated since 1965. Our
goal is to make your family farming operation more successful. It is our privilege to help provide
many services to aid in your growing family farming operation. We provide grain marketing, dry
and liquid fertilizer, crop protection, seed, feed and fuel. Some other services we offer include
custom application, consultation, and precision soil analysis. We would love the opportunity to

build a long lasting relationship between your family business and ours.  

®

®

Tax Resolution Services
Certified National Social Security Advisor
Bookkeeping & Notary Public Services
Call Regina Payne E.A. for an appointment

317-936-5863Regina Payne

The time to think about Social Security is now -
BEFORE you are 62!

Lady Payne Accounting
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HENRY COUNTY
GLASS & MIRROR, INC.

AUTO COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL
Fast, Dependable Service at Fair Prices

Owned by Chuck and Rachel Hamby
1018 Woodward Ave., New Castle, IN 47362
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

765-529-8455 - E-mail: rachel@hcgm.comcastbiz.net

Banner Subscriptions $40!
Out-of-State Subs $45!

Formerly RJ’s, The Highway Bar & Grill
Enjoys Clientele from Surrounding Towns

THIS SECTION SPONSORED BY

MEETINGS CALENDAR
Wed., Jan. 28 - Henry Co.

Council meeting, 3:30 p.m., Old
Circuit Court Room at court-
house, New Castle

Wed., Jan. 28 - Henry Co.
Commissioners meeting, 6 p.m.,
Old Circuit Court Room at court-
house, New Castle

Thurs., Jan. 29 - Hancock
Co. Board of Zoning Appeals
meeting, 6:30 p.m., Courthouse
Annex room 101, Greenfield

Mon., Feb. 2 - Shirley Town
Council meeting, 6:30 p.m.,
Shirley Town Hall 

Mon., Feb. 2 - Greensboro
Town Council meeting, 6:30

p.m., Greensboro Community
Center

Tues., Feb. 3 - Henry Co.
Board of Zoning Appeals meet-
ing, 7 p.m., Old Circuit Court
Room at courthouse, New
Castle

Tues., Feb. 3 - Hancock Co.
Commissioners meeting, 8
a.m., Courthouse Annex room
101, Greenfield

Tues., Feb. 3 - Spiceland
Town Council, 6 p.m.,
Spiceland Town Hall, 130 E.
Main St. 

Tues., Feb. 3 - Rush Co.
Agriculture Assoc., Fair Board

by Logan Cox
for The Banner

Greenfield resident Tara Paolella, with her
mother and stepfather, recently set up a new
business along U.S. 40 close to Knightstown.
The Highway Bar & Grill, an aptly named full-
service restaurant and bar, has been open since
September. 

Located at the venue formerly known as RJ's
Restaurant and Lounge, The
Highway Bar & Grill provides
daily food and drink specials
and, on some nights, enter-
tainment with musicians and
bands. It enjoys many cus-
tomers who come from differ-
ent nearby towns.

"Whether they come from
Rushville or New Castle or
Greenfield or Knightstown,
everybody hangs out together
and gets along," said Paolella.
"I mean, it's great! It's kind of
like a big hang-out. It seems
like everyone who comes in
makes a new friend."

Paolella describes the Bar &
Grill as having a fun, relaxed
atmosphere and says the usual
crowd it draws is generally
jovial in nature. 

"I feel like it brings people together," she
said. "You know, because a lot of people don't
have friends or family that live close to them.
They just want to get out of the house and do
something fun, but close to home. Even though
kids aren't there, it really does have sort of a
family-friendly environment."

The Bar & Grill serves a variety of foods and
drinks, but the Highway Burger is among the
most popular, especially because of the even
more popular Highway sauce on top of it,
according to Paolella.

The establishment itself began with Paolella,
who has had her fair share of experience work-
ing at bars and managing stores in the past.

"I bartended during college, and I really
enjoyed that and enjoyed meeting people. The
regulars are the best part, learning about them
and their lives. We all kind of became a family,"

said Paolella.
After her time at college, Paolella worked at

Monarch Beverage for a year in Muncie. 
"I had my own territory of three to six stores.

It was like I was managing my own little busi-
ness because I had my own sales and my own
products, things specific to my stores. I really
enjoyed managing that territory, but I missed
bartending so much," she said. "So I thought I'd

try to put together two things
that I love."

This desire led Paolella to
pursue a business of her own,
and she partnered with her
mother, Tamara Johnson, and
stepfather, Rick Johnson, to
convert RJ's into The Highway
Bar & Grill.

"I wanted to do something
with my family, because when
I was working at Monarch I
was super busy. So I didn't get
to come home and see them
very much. It was just really
fun getting to spend time with
them and to do something
together," Paolella said.

Paolella knew of RJ’s
because, a long time ago, her
parents had once gone on a date

there. When she was living in New Castle and still
working at Monarch in Muncie, she often saw the
building as she drove by every day.

"When I came up with the idea of opening a
place up, we just thought we would look at it. And
as soon as I walked in, I just fell in love with the
country theme. I just thought it was perfect, and I
knew it was the place I wanted to open my first
business at," she said.

Paolella graduated from Greenfield High
School in 2008. She later attended the Indiana
University-Kelley School of Business, where
she studied marketing. She continues to work at
the bar with her family and staff, enjoying the
business they are getting as well as the people
they are attracting.

"It's been great," said Paolella. "It's really a
blessing. I never thought it would be as busy as
it is. We weren't really sure, we just went with
our vision and it turned out really well."

meeting, 7 p.m., fair office at
Rush Co. Fairgrounds

Tues., Feb. 3 - Knightstown
Vol. Fire Dept. meeting, 7 p.m.,
at fire station 

Wed., Feb. 4 - Henry Co.
Alcoholic Beverage Board
meeting, 10 a.m., Old Circuit
Court Room at courthouse,
New Castle

Knightstown Plan Commission to Meet;
Comprehensive Plan May Be Discussed

The Knightstown Plan Commission has scheduled a meeting for
Monday evening at 7 p.m.

The primary purpose of the meeting, which is open to the public, is to
begin review of the town’s comprehensive plan and discuss possible
changes to it.

The meeting will be held in the back meeting room at Knightstown
Town Hall, 26 S. Washington St., which is accessible from the building’s
west side.

CClleeaarr
TThhiinnkkiinngg

“A man thinks that by mouthing
hard words he understands hard
things.”

Herman Melville

CAB Finance Board Meets
The Charles A. Beard Memorial School Corp. Board of Finance held its

annual meeting last week.
The board of finance, which is comprised solely of the CAB School

Board's seven members, met briefly on Jan. 20, a few minutes before that
night's monthly school board meeting. Only five of the board's seven
members were in attendance, with board members Tom Schaetzle and
Suzee Neal both missing the board of finance meeting.

As they have done in the past, board members voted to keep the board
of finance's officers for 2015 the same as those for the school board. That
means Wade Beatty will serve as president, Don Scheumann will be vice
president and John Swartz will be secretary.

After the vote approving officers, CAB Treasurer Stephanie Madison
gave a brief update to the board on CAB investments. While district 

See Finance, Page 12
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The Banner - Accurate News All the Time
If it’s not accurate, we will correct it.

FOLKWAYS

Service You Can Trust!
Whether your need is LP Gas for heating your home;

cooking your meals OR Soft Water for showering, 
laundry or cooking... count on us!

Fully Trained & Knowledgable Staff
• Installation Available
• Service 

24-Hour Emergency Service
Budget Plans

Call For
1st Fill Specials!

www.blueflameofrichmond.com www.hoosierwaterconditioning.com

New Unit
$19.95/month

US Hwy. 36, Sulphur Springs

765-533-4768

KNIGHTSTOWN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

CHICKEN & NOODLE
DINNER

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 4:30-7 P.M.
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

FREEWILL OFFERING! PUBLIC INVITED!
INVITE YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

KNIGHTSTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

27 S. JEFFERSON STREET

Homemade noodles
served with mashed 

potatoes, green beans,
slaw, drinks and 

homemade rolls, followed
by homemade pie!

In Care of Dad
And I felt like my heart had been so thoroughly and

irreparably broken that there could be no real joy again,
that at best there might be a little contentment.

Everyone wanted me to get help and rejoin life, pick up
the pieces and move on, and I tried to. I wanted to, but I
just had to lie in the mud with my arms wrapped around

myself, eyes closed, until I didn’t have to anymore.
I love you and miss you,

Tracy

BPW Meeting Features
Bridalwear Presentation

Indiana Federation of Business
& Professional Women's Clubs,
Knightstown chapter (BPW), had
its January meet-
ing at Sugarbakers
in Knightstown on
Jan. 19 with
Debbie Banks as
hostess.

Penny Sitler,
BPW president,
presided at the
meeting.

Banks had the
program, telling
members about
her work at
Rushville Bridal.
She showed a vari-
ety of dresses
made of different
fabrics with inter-
esting compar-
isons between dif-
ferent materials.

Matt Amos of the Rush County
Players discussed plans for a
fundraiser event. It will be a
Mystery Dinner at Sugarbakers on
Saturday, March 14 at 6:30 p.m.
and Sunday, March 15, at 2 p.m.
Tickets will be $20. Reservations
will be due by March 11. 

The Sunday, March 15, dinner
will be a fundraiser for Tina

Williams, BPW vice-president.
Barbara Mofield will be taking
reservations for this dinner, with

Shannon Dawson
and Kelley
Millhoan on the
committee.

Plans were dis-
cussed for upcom-
ing events. The
BPW’s District 2
meeting will be
March 21 at
Occasions in
Shelbyville.  BPW
state convention
will be April 18 at
Brown County Inn
at Nashville.
Stephanie White,
head coach of the
Indiana Fever
women’s profes-
sional basketball
team, will be

keynote speaker.
Mofield will be hostess for

the Feb. 16 meeting at
Sugarbakers at 6:30 p.m. The
program will be on Indiana
Women's Education Foundation,
Inc. Women in the community
are invited to attend any BPW
meeting on the third Monday of
each month.

Debbie Banks of Rushville
Bridal displays formal gowns.

Local Students on BSU Dean’s List
Ball State University has announced the names of students who gradu-

ated and/or were included on the dean's list and graduate list during the fall
2014 semester.

Knightstown: Brody Angel, Brin Hall, Alaina Schmidt.
Mays: Mikayla Carpenter.
Lewisville: Amanda Carter, Emily Carter.
Rushville: Abby Clark, Courtney Cull, Kera Fenimore, Constance

Harcourt, Garrett Hittle, Dawn Martin, Kevin McMinn, Bryant Niehoff,
Eyn Philips, Matia Rujiraviriyapinyo, Erika Sasher, Kristina Spaeth,

See Dean’s List, Page 12
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A Look Back

Linda Lashbrook of Carthage sent in this photo, taken by her mother, Bonnie Buckles, around
1956 or 1957. These Girls  Scouts were in the KHS Class of 1964, according to Lashbrook.
They include (front row, l-r) Jo Ann (Kirk) Moorefield, Kathie (Pitts) Rummel, Diane (Stonerock)
Brosius, Sue (Anderson) Clift, (back row, l-r) Ann (Stearns) Wright, Beverly (Hamm) McGrath,
Mary Jo (Jolly) Couch, Muriel Jo Fort, Dianna (Gross) Aurs, Dee Ann (Jones) Pedro, Judy
(Grigson) Neff, Linda (Buckles) Lashbrook and Carolyn (Roland) Harding.

YOUTH PROGRAMS
at Greenfield Parks & Recreation

Greenfield Parks and Recreation Department - Patricia Elmore Center
280 N. Apple St., Greenfield - Phone: (317) 477-4340, Fax: (317) 477-4341

e-mail: parks_rec@greenfield.org - www.greenfieldin.org

June 1-July 31, M-F 7 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Ages 3-5 (max 24) and 6-12 (max 75)

A great value! Play games and sports! Meet new friends! Do arts and
crafts and so much more! Register now at Riley Park Shelter House,

210 Apple St., or the Patricia Elmore Center, 280 N. Apple St.
$80/wk for Greenfield residents, or $90/wk for non-residents

First week's fee and $25 non-refundable fee due at registration.

Gymnastics Birthday Parties
For children ages 6-12!

$15 per child, minimum of 6, max of 15
Year-Round at the Patricia Elmore Center

Fridays & Saturdays 12-3 p.m.
Call now to schedule (2 or more weeks advance registration urged)

Summer “Kid Kamp” Program
For children ages 3-5 & 6-12

Your Invited... 
Bring Your Friend!

At Bronze Bay, you’ll

get the best tan, with

the best equipment

and lotions – All at the

best price!

4 Convenient Locations!

Greenfield - 317-467-9311
New Castle - 765-593-9311
Anderson - 765-622-9311

Pendleton - 765-778-3638

Jan. 26-Feb. 8

MCCAAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr  SSeerrvviiccee
3427 South State Rd. 103 - 765-529-5925

Computer Diagnostic Check
Foreign or Domestic

$4500
only
*Complete Diagnostics Check-up Includes

Engine, Airbag & Body Check. A $60 value

Engine & Transmission 
Repair
ABS & Brake Repair
Computer Diagnostics
Electrical Repair
20 Years Experience
A/C Repair

Your Complete
Auto Care

Center!

CONNERSVILLE
RUSHVILLE

We accept MasterCard,
Visa and Discover!

WHOLESALE
CARPET

LIBERTYC
EN

TR
AL

WHOLESALE CARPET

5% OFF
All Flooring & Carpet
Save even more! Added bonus when you

use this coupon. Present this coupon at time
of visit. Expires 2/28/15

INDIANA’S LARGEST IN-STOCK
DEALER OF FLOORING! 

FREE ESTIMATES! NOW OFFERING 
12 MONTHS SAME AS CASH!

GIFT CERTIFICATES MAKE
GREAT VALENTINES GIFTS!

Come in and Check Out Our Flooring
Options – Vinyl, Carpeting and LVT

WHOLESALE CARPET
117  N.  Central  Avenue.  Connersville,  IN

765-825-4363
STORE HOURS

Mon.-Thur. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.,Fri. 8 a.m.-8 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

IT’S COLD OUTSIDE!
STAY INDOORS ...

REDO THE FLOORS!

KHS Alumni Association
Posts Scholarship Deadline

Sparky Hardware
has rejoined our Historic Town. We have added 13 feet to
our Nuts & Bolts bins and expanded our Plumbing,Tool,

and Lawn & Garden Sections. Feb.-March will be exciting
months as we update and restock all of our departments

with new, competitive low prices! Your Hardware Lady, Ms.
Nasby, will still be here to assist you!

OOPPEENN MMOONN-SSAATT  99  AAMM  -  55  PPMM
SSTTOOPP IINN AANNDD CCHHEECCKK OOUUTT SSPPAARRKKYY HHAARRDDWWAARREE!!

113333  EE..  MMAAIINN  SSTTRREEEETT,,  YYOOUURR TTOOWWNN UUSSAA

Knightstown High School
Alumni Association scholarship
applications are available in the
KHS guidance office or online at
www.cabeard.k12.in.us. 

The scholarships are for KHS
seniors or KHS alumni. They
include the following:
Knightstown High School Alumni
Scholarship; John and Ruth Craven
Scholarship; Cary, Scovell and
Craven Scholarship; Allen B.
Craven Scholarship; Helen Vogt

Fine Arts Education Scholarship;
John Vogt Business Administration
Scholarship; Steve and Mona
Wood Scholarship; Dr. John and
Helen Dickey Scholarship; Luther
and Marian Pidgeon Memorial
Scholarship and Knightstown High
School Alumni Vocational
Scholarship.

The application deadline for these
scholarships, which should be
returned to the KHS Guidance Office,
is Friday, March 20, at 3:30 p.m. 

KPC Gets New Officers
by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner

The Knightstown Plan
Commission elected new officers
for 2015 Monday evening, with one
of its newest members chosen to be
president.

Board members voted 6-0 to
appoint Kevin Richey plan com-
mission president for this year.
Monday was Richey's first plan
commission meeting since
Knightstown Town Council voted
to name him to that body during its
Jan. 20 special meeting.

Before he nominated Richey for
the position, plan commission
member Clyde South, who also sits

on the town council, said he
thought it was important for the
plan commission's president to be
one its citizen members. Gregg
Morelock, legal counsel for the
town council and the plan commis-
sion, agreed.

By statute, the plan commis-
sion's seven members consist of
four local citizens appointed by the
town council president, with no
more than two of those being from
the same political party. The other
three members are chosen by the
town council and must be either
elected or appointed town officials
or employees.

Presently, the plan commission
has three of its four positions
reserved for citizens filled. Besides
Richey, the two other citizens cur-
rently serving are Bill Bergmann,
whose four-year term concludes at
year's end, and William "Ed"
Wright, who, like Richey, was just
appointed at the town council's Jan.
20 special meeting.

While the appointment of the
four citizen members is supposed
to be the responsibility of the town
council president, it was, in fact,
the town council that voted last
week to name Richey and Wright to
the plan commission. Town
Council President Cort Swincher
still has one citizen left to name,
and that person will take the place

See Officers, Page 12
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Over 10 Million Windows Sold Nationally

“Simply the Best for Less”
Free In-Your-Home Estimates and Year-Round Installation

Financing Available!
3508  N.  Wheeling,  Muncie  -  765-2281-00008  

1229  Country  Club  Rd.,  Indianapolis  -  317-2209-00008
www.windowworldindianapolis.com

LOCAL SPORTS

SPICELAND
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Home-Cooked Food and Pizza
Breakfast Served All Day 

Hard Ice Cream Served Year-Round

6641 S. State Rd. 3, Spiceland, Phone 765-987-7101
Winter Hours: M-F 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

OPEN PLAY SPORTS
at Greenfield Parks & Recreation

Greenfield Parks and Recreation Department - Patricia Elmore Center
280 N. Apple St., Greenfield - Phone: (317) 477-4340, Fax: (317) 477-4341

e-mail: parks_rec@greenfield.org - www.greenfieldin.org

Volleyball Open Play – Recreation Style

Open Basketball

Ages 18 and up (all skill levels welcome)
Thursdays 7-9 p.m. at Hancock County 
Memorial Building Gym, 98 E. North St.

7-Week Fee: $20 for Greenfield residents/$25 for non-residents
Or $5 daily. Contact Jerry at 317-586-1115 to register.

Ages 18 and up (or 16 and 17 w/ parent signature)
M, W and F 3:30-6 p.m., Th 4-6 p.m. 
(check w/ staff) $2 per day per player

Year-Round! Hancock County Memorial Building Gym
Stage, 98 E. North St. $4 sm. bucket or $5 lg. bucket
(while other programs running) $9/hr – unlimited balls
(while other programs running) $12/hr – unlimited balls

(no other programs running) Club Rental $3/session (club
selection varies) Call Jerry at 317-586-1115 to schedule.

Indoor Golf – Practice Driving w/ Range Net

Everyone must sign waiver and rules form!
*Minimum of 8 players needed each session Call 317-586-1115 to register.

KHS Falls To
Edinburgh
Three Knightstown players

scored in double figures but that was-
n't enough to propel the Panthers past
Edinburg on in a Mid-Hoosier
Conference matchup on Jan. 24.
KHS fell 52-63.

The Panthers struggled through-
out the first half, scoring just six
points in the first quarter and nine
points in the second quarter.

Down 15-26 to start the second
half, the Panthers doubled their score
in the third period. But, the Lancers
bumped up their shooting too, out-
pacing the Panthers 16-15.

Knightstown rallied in the final
quarter, scoring 22, but Edinburgh
had their best quarter too, putting in
21 and taking the 63-52 conference
win.

Drake Peggs led the Panthers with
13 points, five rebounds and one
steal.

Jackson Edwards had 12 points,
six rebounds, three assists and two
steals.

Coleman Wyatt posted 10 points,
eight rebounds, four blocks, two
assists and one steal.

Jake Kwisz had nine points, three
steals, two assists and one rebound.

Tyler Hubble dropped in two
buckets, two free throws and had five
rebounds, three assists and one steal.

Riley Ruble also hit one bucket
and got two rebounds and one steal.

Max Wever grabbed three
rebounds and made one steal and
Zach Manley had one rebound.

The Panthers are now 9-5 on the
season overall and 1-2 in the confer-
ence.

KIS Boys Teams Busy Last Week with 6 Games
Knightstown's eighth grade boys basketball team

had a busy week.
On Jan. 20, the team defeated Cambridge City

Lincoln 51-21. Jose Olivo led the scoring for KIS
with 16 points and Dylan Hiner had 12 points.
Jordan Baker got seven points and Hunter Haines
had six points. Austin Campton and Cooper
Strawsma each had three points while Treavor Cook
and Lucas Lewis each got two points in the victory
over Lincoln.

On Jan. 21, the eighth graders were trounced 17-
69 by a talented New Castle team. Hiner led KIS
with seven points and Campton had four points.
Cook, Haines and Strawsma each had two points.

Knightstown's seventh grade team was also
defeated by New Castle, 40-29. Charlie Moore
led the scoring for the seventh graders with 15
points. Jack Fort had eight points. Chase Burton
posted four points and Matthew Craft added two
points.

On Jan. 22, the eighth grade Panthers lost a heart-
breaker in overtime 37-39 to Greenfield. Hiner fin-

ished with 15 points with Campton scoring eight
points. Olivo got six points and Devyn Schaetzle
had four points. Cook chipped in three points and
Haines added one point.

The seventh grade team was also defeated by
Greenfield, 20-51.

On Jan. 24, the eighth grade Panthers hosted the
annual county tourney.

In the first round, Knightstown was defeated by
Tri, 33-55. Hiner again led the scoring for KIS with
18 points. Olivo got four points. Campton and Ethan
Yoder each posted three points. Hunter Clark added
two points and Cook got one point.

In the consolation game, Blue River topped KIS
36-28. Cook led the team with eight points. Olivo,
Campton and Hiner each posted five points. Haines
had four points and Clark added two points.

On Monday night, Jan. 26, the eighth graders lost
a close one to Connersville 44-37. Hiner led the
team with 12 points. Campton and Cook each had
six points. Baker, Clark, Olivo, Schaetzle and
Strawsma got two points apiece.

KHS Girls Win Big Over Lincoln
Knightstown junior Brooke

Vise posted her sixth double-dou-
ble of the season in the varsity girls
basketball game against
Cambridge City Lincoln on Jan.
20. The Lady Panthers defeated the
Lady Golden Eagles 60-29.

KHS jumped out to a 15-5 lead
after the first quarter and had
pushed that lead up to 28-12 by
halftime.

The Lady Golden Eagles had
their best quarter in third period
with 15 points, but the Lady
Panthers answered with their own
best quarter, scoring 18 points and
increasing their lead to 46-22.

Both teams knocked down 14
points in the final quarter.

Vise had 14 points and 11
rebounds, including eight on the
offensive board. She also got six
steals, two blocks and one assist.

Jordan Ventresco also got 14
points. She added three rebounds,
one steal and one assist.

Kori Biehl had another well-

balance game with 13 points, seven
rebounds, five steals, one block
and one assist.

Hannah Thomas was only one
bucket away from her own double-
double. She scored eight points and
pulled down 11 rebounds.

Macy Burton got five points,
five rebounds, two steals and one
block.

Carmen Cleek finished with
four points, three rebounds, two
steals and one assist.

Lacy Thomas hit one bucket,
grabbed three rebounds and made
two steals and one assist.

Lori Thomas stole the ball once
and Abbie True dished out one
assist.

The Lady Panthers' season
record improved to 11-6 following
the win over Lincoln.

Knightstown's girls also played
against sixth-ranked Shenandoah
on Jan. 23 and Morristown on Jan.
26 but stats for those games were
not yet available.

8th Grade Girls Win Panther Invite
Knightstown's eighth grade

girls basketball team won the
Panther Invitational on Saturday,
Jan. 17.

In the first round, KIS edged out
Cowan 27-26.

The Lady Panthers defeated
Randolph Southern in another nail-
biter when a three-pointer by
Kaitlyn Jackson with 1.2 seconds
left in the game gave them the one-
point championship victory, 32-31.

Sidney Vise led the team in
scoring over the day with 30
points, 19 rebounds and two steals.

Jackson finished with 17 points
and five rebounds. Jessica Butler
had ten points and nine rebounds.
Elizabeth Moore got two points,

eight rebounds and three steals.
The seventh grade girls team

placed fourth in their invite. Rena
Witham, Cara Mullen, Katie Clark
and Alexis Howard led the team in
scoring during the day.

On Jan. 20, the two KIS girls
teams played New Castle, who
trounced the Lady Panthers in each
game.

The seventh grade KIS team
was defeated 9-28. Katie Clark led
the Lady Panthers in scoring.

The eighth grade KIS team lost
16-41 to the Lady Trojans. Moore
and Jackson each posted seven
points. Butler had two points and
five rebounds. Vise pulled down
nine rebounds.

Knightstown varsity wrest-
ling team got another win on
Jan. 19 over Batesville. KHS
enjoyed a 60-17 victory over
the Bulldogs on the Panther's
Senior Night.

The team's only senior,
Kaleb Kinnaman, started the
meet off on a positive note by
pinning his Batesville opponent
in the 152-pound match.

Ten other KHS wrestlers
also won their matches includ-
ing Kaleb Buchanan (106),
Bruce Nichols (120), Adam
Bundy (126), Steven Heady
(132), Cameron Fender (138),
Alex Brading (145), Balin
Orcutt (170), Jacob Goble
(195), Jason Dishman (220) and
Tyler Jackson (285).

KHS Wrestlers
Win at Batesville

KHS Basketball Team Beats Shenandoah 45-37
The Knightstown varsity boys

basketball team defeated
Shenandoah 45-37 at home on
Friday night.

The Panthers took an 11-8 lead
at the end of the first quarter and
after scoring 14 points in the sec-
ond, took a 25-19 lead into half-
time.

Both teams struggled in the third
quarter with the Panthers only scor-
ing nine points and the Raiders

posting just four points.
The Raiders had their best quar-

ter in the final period, outscoring
the Panthers 14-11. But that wasn't
enough to overcome the Panthers'
lead and Knightstown got the 45-
37 win.

Jake Kwisz led the Panthers'
scoring effort with 14 points. He

also had seven rebounds, five
assists, three steals and two blocks.

Drake Peggs had 11 points, four
assists and five steals.

Jackson Edwards pulled down
10 rebounds and got five six points,
one steal, one block and made on
assist.

See Hoops, Page 10
Youth Ball Registration Opening

Knightstown Youth Sports, Inc.,
will host open registration for base-
ball and softball at Knightstown
Elementary School on four upcom-
ing weekends. 

Registration opportunities are
Saturday, Jan. 31, 2-4 p.m.; Sunday,
Feb. 15, 12-2 p.m.; Saturday, Feb.
21, 3-5 p.m.; and Wednesday,
March 4, 7-8 p.m.

For those who wish to register
using a debit or credit card, visit
www.knightstownyouthsportsinc.c
om.

A variety of improvements at
the ball diamonds will be available
for players and families this season.
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LEGAL SERVICES

LOCAL SHOPPING

ACCURATE NEWS
REPORTING

THE Banner

HELP WANTED

Banner 
E-subs
Now Just

$13 - 1 Year

Find The Banner Online:
www.thebanneronline.com

Twitter - @ktownbanner

Find Us and Like Us on Facebook

SELL IT
REAL FAST!

Classifieds Ads Work
Turn your junk 

into cash!

The following forms are now
available to fill out and submit to
us online at The Banner’s web-
site www.thebanneronline.com:

*New subscription order form
with online credit card payment
option. 

*Subscription renewal order
form with online credit card pay-
ment option. 

*General news submission
form for local clubs and for other
news items with option to upload
a photo. 

*Anniversary announcement
form with option to upload a
photo. 

*Engagement announcement
form with option to upload a
photo. Visit www.thebanneron-
line.com

There is now a charge for
wedding, anniversary and
engagement announcements.

Banner’s
Online Forms

Easy to Use

Your Community Website 
www.thebanneronline.com

HOW MUCH?
Banner classifieds are just 45 cents per word, per week. We require a $2 minimum on each ad. Prepayment required. Lost/found and free ads are

always free and will be published as space permits.

Classifieds
FOR RENT

CLEANING

CHILD CARE
CHILD CARE - Home daycare in
Knightstown. $20 a day. Call or
text 317-270-7741 or 765-748-
3918. (2-4)

CHILDCARE - in my home. CPR
and First Aid certified. Reasonable
and dependable. 345-7284 (TFN)

LIGHT HOUSECLEANING -
Middle-aged, honest, dependable,
hard-worker will dust, vacuum,
mop and tidy up. Call for appoint-
ment and estimate. 267-315-
0571. (2-11)

FRED ZEILINGA Excavating.
765-565-6702. Septic systems,
top soil, gravel, stone.
VENUE RENTAL - Weddings,
Receptions, Corporate and
Family!  Beautiful historic venue
with sanctuary ballroom and
rural outdoor ceremony site
available for rent or complete
event packages.  Call for special
local rates and quality services.
www.therighteousoaks.com
765-561-5473 (TFN)

VAIL’S CONCRETE - Comm-
ercial and residential. Free esti-
mates. Fully insured. 765-623-
2593. 40 years experience. (TFN)

FOR RENTFOR SALE SERVICES
FOR SALE – Hay, $3/bale.
Cash and carry. 765-565-1367.
(tfn)

OAK, CHERRY, HICKORY -
cabinet doors. All sizes. $8-
$16. 317-326-8484. (tfn)

KNIGHTSTOWN
ACADEMY PLACE APARTMENTS
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, 62 years or older, disabled
(regardless of age). Rent based on income (if qualified),
Barrier Free Available. Contact Dawn, 765-345-7789.
Equal Housing Opportunity, This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and employer. TDD 800-649-3777

SPACE FOR RENT/LEASE -
103 E. Main St., Suite A., 1,800
sq. ft. $600 per month, plus util-
ities. Build out possible. Call
Dave at 317-374-3118 (2-11)

SPACE FOR RENT/LEASE -
103 E. Main St., Suite B., 2,000
sq. ft. $600 per month, plus util-
ities. Build out possible. Call
Dave at 317-374-3118. (2-11)

APT. FOR RENT - 608 N. East
St., Greenfield. Very nice 1-
story apt., new paint and carpet,
stove, fridge. Washer/dryer fur-
nished. All utilities furnished. 2-
year lease. No pets or smoking.
$650 mo. $500 damage
deposit. 239-280-8606. (TFN)

APT. FOR RENT - 9 E. 3rd St,
Carthage. 3 bedroom double. 1-
year lease. Service animals
only. No smoking. $500 mo.
$500 damage. 317-372-9879.
(TFN)

National Trail Antique Mall

Stop In and See Our 
New Look for 2015! 

113 E. Washington St., Dunreith
765-987-6057

NEW MANAGER
NOW AVAILABLE

2 Bedroom Apartments
2 Bedroom Handicap

Apartment
Rent Based On All
Household Income

Trash pickup included in rent.

Call (765) 345-7121
For Hearing Impaired

Only, Call TDD 
#1-800-743-3333

AMBER COURT
APARTMENTS

138 W.Lincoln St.
Knightstown, IN 46148

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.”

BB
WW

BRYAN R. WILLIAMS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

403 W. 8TH STREET, SUITE 3
ANDERSON, INDIANA 46016

765-649-1144 ... 765-649-1155 Fax
bwilliamslaw@comcast.net

Coleman Wyatt also had six points.
He grabbed seven rebounds and
one steal and made one assist and
three blocks.

Zach Manley had four points,
four rebounds and two blocks.

Tyler Hubble hit one bucket and
got three rebounds, three assists
and one steal.

Max Wever also dropped in one
bucket and had two rebounds and
three steals.

Riley Ruble also pulled down
two rebounds.

The win over the Raiders
improved the Panthers' season
record to 9-4.

Hoops, from Page 9
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Want Accurate News? 
Read The Banner!
If we get it wrong, we’ll correct it.

Otherwise, what good is it?
Plus, we give you 

LOCAL NEWS
We don’t give you world news that 

has no bearing on your lives.
Support a Newspaper that Cares About You!

Independently Owned and Operated ...
Your Trusted Source for Local News - The Banner

OPPORTUNITY

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR

JUST

$12.00
PER WEEK

OPPORTUNITY

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR

JUST

$12.00
PER WEEK

OPPORTUNITY

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR

JUST

$12.00
PER WEEK

OPPORTUNITY

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR

JUST

$12.00
PER WEEK

OPPORTUNITY

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR

JUST

$12.00
PER WEEK

Sell it with a

Banner
Classified!

Sell it with a

Banner
Classified!

LOCAL HVAC

JAKE’SHEATING
ANDCOOLING

CALL
765-345-9329

For all your heat-
ing, air condition-
ing and plumbing
needs! We also

have duct cleaning
and drain cleaning! 

Free estimates! 

SERVICECENTER
The Banner’s “At Your Service”

Call 345-2292 for information on how to advertise here!
INSURANCE TREE SERVICE LAWN MOWER SALES & SERVICE

DAY SPA , SALON AND TANNINGROOFING

U-HAUL RENTAL

TWEEDY LUMBER
DO-IT CENTER

110000  SS..  PPeerrkkiinnss,,  RRuusshhvviillllee

776655-993322-33998811
880000-444411-55555500

LOCAL TOWING SERVICE

Smith’s Tree Service
TREE  TRIMMING

and  REMOVAL
Harold Smith & Son
TOOTTAALL SSTTUUMMPP RREEMMOOVVAALL

BUUCCKKEETT TTRRUUCCKK EEQQUUIIPPPPEEDD

fully insured 
free estimates

1-800-825-6370 BELTS, BLADES, PULLEYS AND ENGINE
PARTS FOR MOST MOWERS IN STOCK!

1791 E. MAIN ST., GREENFIELD, IN 46140
PH. 317-462-1323 TOLL-FREE 1-866-MOWERS2

FAX 317-462-5147 WWW.SUPERIORMOWERS.COMKOZY KABIN Day Spa & Salon

559 S. Jefferson St.
Knightstown

CALL: 445-7252

We now have
2 BRONZING

BEDS!!!

8 TANNING BEDS!
1 MEGA BED!

PACKAGE DEALS!
NEW BULBS!

WATT
ROOFING

Serving Henry, Rush, Wayne 
and Hancock Counties

Free Roofing Estimates
New Roofs, Tear Offs & Reroofs

Licensed & Insured
765-529-9161

EVERYTING FOR
THE HOME AND
LUMBER, TOO!

Payne’s Auto Parts
 24-hhour  wrecker  

service
Cash  for  cars  &

trucks  with  quick  pick-uup
Call 317-936-9583 

or Toll-free 1-866-936-9583
Charlottesville, Indiana
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Samantha Wells.
Manilla: Regan Laker, Janelle

Miller.
Carthage: Zac Mosley, Jordan

Mullen.
New Castle: Kendall Arnett,

Shae Baugh, Nathan Black,
Melinda Brunck, Kallen Cain,
Anastasia Christian, Garrett Craig,
Ashley Criswell, Sean Elliott,
Kaitie Ferrell, Courtney Flatter,
Ally Garrett, Jillian Hacker, Sean
Haynes, Ryan Howe, Rosie Hua,
Matthew Jones, James Middleton,
Seth Moore, Kelli Morton, Laura
Norris, Haley Padgett, Ian Polston,
Zach Poor, luke Pritchett, Jade
Proctor, Shane Purdy, Lyssa Razor,
Kenzie Riggs, Jaclyn Saunders,
Sky Shipley, Daniela Sorrell,
Skylar Stigall, Zachary Tabor,
Kimberly Thompson, Emily
Vonderheide, Shylia Ward, Gina
Woodard.

Lewisville: Bekah Bales,
Jennifer Farrington.

Spiceland: Brittani Cowan,
Tanner Little.

Middletown: Carolyn Dickson,
Cameron Dowen, Jacob Nation,
Sunny Randolph, McKenna Resler,
Carly Smith, Hannah Thomas.

Cambridge City: Karlie Elbert.
Mooreland: Trent Gulley,

Kaylee Jones, Lacy Shirey, Kari
Wissel.

Straughn: Sarah Loyd.
Springport: Vanessa May,

Tabitha Simmons.Wilkinson:
Evelina Atkins, Sam Carlton,
Emily Reger, Carly Stunda.

Dean’s List, from Page 7

Finance, from Page 6
policy permits her to make investments, she said that is not being done.

“We are currently not in a financial state where we can make invest-
ments,” Madison told board members.

According to Madison's report, CAB had a balance of $1,365,066.25 in
its checking account as of Dec. 31. The board voted 5-0 to accept
Madison's report, then adjourned, the whole board of finance meeting only
lasting about five minutes.

Academic, from Page 1
the Vocational Program studying computer operations and a member of
the National Technical Honor Society.

"Sam is one of the most polite and competitive kids we had," said
Miller. "You might not see it from afar, but he always wants to win and be
at his best. This is obviously the drive he also uses in the classroom."

Moore is the son of Tom and Angela Moore. After graduation, he plans
to do a summer internship for information technology at Notre Dame and
then attend Indiana Wesleyan University, majoring in computer science.

Officers, from Page 8
of Marion Adkins, who reportedly has advised town officials he does not
wish to complete his current four-year term.

Besides South, the other two plan commission members appointed by
virtue of being a town official or employee are town council member
Valerie Trump and Greg Neice, the town's works manager. South, Trump
and Niece were all approved as members of the plan commission by the
town council at its Jan. 15 monthly meeting.

Following Richey's election as plan commission president, members
voted 6-0 to approve Bergmann as vice president. Cassandra Steele, a for-
mer member of both the town council and plan commission, was approved
as the plan commission's recording secretary.

Plan commission members also voted Monday to appoint attorney
Gregg Morelock, of the Greenfield firm Brand & Morelock, as legal coun-
sel. Morelock also serves as the town of Knightstown's attorney.

Morelock provided members with photocopies of statutes that govern
advisory plan commissions like Knightstown's, as well as a summary of
these laws. He also spent several minutes discussing the role of the plan
commission and explaining how it differs from the town's board of zoning
appeals (BZA).

Plan commission members also voted 6-0 Monday to name Wright as
an appointee to the Knightstown BZA. Three of the BZA's other five
members are appointed by the town council president, with one of those
required to be a plan commission member other than the one the plan com-
mission names to the BZA, and the final BZA member being a non-plan
commission member appointed by the town council.

The plan commission scheduled its next meeting for Monday, Feb. 2, at
7 p.m., in the back meeting room at Knightstown Town Hall, 26 S.
Washington St. The meeting, which is open to the public, was called pri-
marily so plan commission can begin reviewing and revising the town's
comprehensive plan, something that needs to be done to put the town in a
better position when it applies for grants.

The plan commission has also tentatively scheduled a meeting for
Monday, Feb. 16, to conduct public hearings on a small number of rezon-
ing requests that were not properly handled by the plan commission and
BZA last fall. Once the petitioners seeking the zoning changes confirm
whether this date is OK for them, the plan commission will be required to
publish a public notice advertising the hearings in the Feb. 4 issue of The
Banner.

Chief, from Page 1
salary of $20,000, which is about
half of what former Chief Danny
Baker made. He also noted that he
would not need to avail himself of
the health insurance the town pro-
vides its employees, and said he
thought it was financially possible
to have a part-time chief now and a
third full-time officer.

South made a motion to hire a
full-time police chief at the Jan. 15
meeting. He later withdrew his
motion, however, and the council
ended up voting to table the issue,
after council member Valerie
Trump said she would like more
time to review the numbers.

At last week's special meeting,
Trump said she thought the town
needed a full-time chief. South also
reaffirmed his comments from the
Jan. 15 meeting and said he didn't
think full-time KPD officers
should have a part-time boss.

As he had done at the Jan. 15
meeting, South again made the
motion to begin advertising for a
full-time chief as soon as possible.
This time, Trump seconded the
motion.

Several members of the public
spoke in support of Darling at last
week's special meeting. South,
however, said he did not think it
appropriate to hold the position for
a particular person, saying the town
has an obligation to provide needed
police coverage.

"Sometimes you've got to make
tough decisions that aren't what
you want to do," South said.

Ward said she thought it was "a
plus" anytime that a qualified local
resident could be hired to fill a
vacancy with the town. By keeping
Darling as interim chief for now,
she said the council would have
simply been "ratifying" the coun-
cil's earlier decision to appoint him
to that position.

Council President Cort
Swincher said at last week's meet-
ing that he supported hiring a full-
time chief. He proposed that the
police committee of Ward and
Roland meet with Whitesitt to go
over job qualifications and draft an
employment ad to bring back to the
council for its review before publi-
cation.

"I want us all to be on the same
page when we do this," Swincher
said. "... I don't want to make any
mistakes, if possible."

"I would agree with that,"
Trump said. South also said he was
OK with Swincher's proposed
amendment to the motion.

The amended motion passed 4-
1. Ward was the only council mem-
ber to vote against it.

As of the news deadline for this
week's issue, The Banner has not
received notice for any meeting of
the police committee and
Whitesitt.

Davis, Brown Will Continue Leading Carthage Council
by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner

The Carthage Town Council
voted last week to keep the same
officers for 2015 that it had last
year.

Council members voted 4-0 at
their Jan. 22 monthly meeting,
which had been moved from the
regular meeting date of Jan. 12 due
to inclement weather, to keep Bill
Davis as president and Rachel
Brown as vice president. No other
council members were nominated
for either office.

In other business, Dave Kieser
of the Kieser Consulting Group,
Lawrence, provided a brief update
to the council on his firm's ongoing
work preparing a detailed study
looking at aesthetic and economic
development issues in town. Kieser
Consulting is being paid with pro-
ceeds from a $40,000 planning
grant the town was awarded from
the state's Office of Community
and Rural Affairs last spring.

The grant proceeds will only
pay for Kieser Consulting's cre-
ation of the planning study; it will
not cover any of the actual recom-
mended improvements. However,
once OCRA gives its final OK, the
plan will be able to be used to sup-
port applications for more substan-
tial grants to help pay for the work
recommended by Kieser's firm.

In a related matter, the council
voted 4-0 at last week's meeting to
hire Keiser Consulting for $3,000
to do an environmental study that
looks at the potential impact of
economic development and revital-

ization efforts. Keiser said this
study needs to be completed before
the town will be able to apply for
bigger grants.

Council members also voted 4-0
to hire Overman Plumbing,
Heating & Electric to install a new
40,000 BTU furnace and central air
unit at the town's water lab build-
ing for $3,675. Josh Douglas, the
town's works manager, said the old
unit is "cracked beyond repair" and
had likely been leaking carbon
monoxide, causing him and other
town employees to experience
headaches and nausea.

In his monthly legal report,
town attorney Adam Forrest said
he had completed a preliminary
draft of a proposed employee per-
sonnel handbook. He asked council
members to review it and e-mail
him their questions and sugges-
tions, and said it will be ready for a
more detailed discussion at the
council's Feb. 9 meeting.

Council members adopted a
revised salary ordinance for 2015
at last week's meeting, with the
only change being a reduction in
pay for Danny Baker, the town's
part-time town marshal, whose
hourly wage will drop from $15 to
$12.29. This move was made to
keep Baker, who was not present,
from earning more than $15,972 a
year, the maximum he told the
council last month he can make
since resigning his full-time job as
Knightstown's chief of police and
starting to draw Social Security
payments.

Acting on a recommendation

from Clerk-Treasurer Linda
McMahan, the council voted 4-0 to
continue the town's membership in
the Indiana Association of Cities
and Towns. The annual member-
ship fee is $949.

The council did not, however,
renew its annual membership in the
Rush County Economic and
Community Development Corp.,
which would have cost $3,000.
Davis noted that the town had
spent $24,000 to belong to this
organization over the past eight
years, but that the town had
received little, if any, benefit from

its membership.
"I just think there are better uses

for the money," Davis said.
"They're not going to help the

town of Carthage," council mem-
ber Kelly Land added.

Since the Rush County
Republican Party failed to appoint
someone to fill the vacancy on the
council left by Crystal Trueblood's
resignation last month, the respon-
sibility for doing that now belongs
to the town council's four remain-
ing members. Forrest told the
council that they should be able to
make an appointment at the coun-

cil's Feb. 9 monthly meeting.
Anyone interested in replacing

Trueblood on the council should
send a letter of interest to Carthage
Town Hall, 6 W. First St. While the
RCRP would have been required to
select another Republican to
replace Trueblood, the town coun-
cil will not have that limitation, but,
instead, will be free to choose
someone regardless of political
affiliation.
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