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“The people must know before they can act, and there is no educator to compare with the press.” - Ida B. Wells

THE Banner
PERSPECTIVE: STRENGTHS

NEED TO BE EXPLOITEDPAGE 4 TERRI DRIESBACH ASSISTS
KHS ROBOTICS PROGRAMPAGE 6

‘Clothes Closet’
Open Thursdays
The Parish Clothes Closet, locat-

ed in the basement of Bethel
Presbyterian Church, 112 S. Franklin
St., Knightstown, is open each
Thursday from 3-5 p.m. Food is now
available at the Closet. Call 345-
5951 or 345-5930 for more info.

The Historic Knightstown
museum, located on the Public
Square at 22 N. Washington St.,
will have new winter hours.
Winter hours will be 10 a.m.-12
p.m. each Friday and Saturday. For
more information, or to visit the
museum by appointment, call
David Steele at 765-345-7585.
Membership payments (family,
$20; individual, $15) may be
mailed to HKI at P.O. Box 74,
Knightstown, IN 46148.

Expiration Dates
Appear on Labels

Attention Subscribers
The Banner no longer mails

renewal notices to subscribers of
the print edition. The expiration
date of every subscription is print-
ed on the top of the mailing label
each week, right above the sub-
scriber’s name. 

May Art Exhibition
Set in New Castle

HKI Museum Open
Fridays, Saturdays

Grants Workshop
Wednesday, Feb. 4

The Henry County Community
Foundation (HCCF) will be hosting
its spring grants workshop on
Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 4 p.m. It will
be held at the New Castle-Henry
County Public Library auditorium.
Contact Jayanna Thompson at 765-
529-2235 or info@henrycounty-
cf.org to register.

New Covenant Worship Center,
815 Western Rd., New Castle, will
host the inaugural Reflected Light
Art Exhibition this spring. An
opening reception is scheduled for
Friday, May 1, 6-9 p.m. The event
is free, open to the public and fam-
ily-friendly. Featuring painting,
ceramics, photography, mixed
media, sculpture and more, the
event also includes free refresh-
ments. For more information, call
Brian Russelburg at 317-652-3120.

by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner

The Knightstown Town Council has new leadership for the first time
in four years.

During a special meeting last week, council members selected Cort
Swincher to serve as the body's president for 2015. He replaces Clyde
South, who had served as president since 2011.

The meeting, held Jan. 6, began with new members Sarah Ward and
Valerie Trump, both elected in
November's general election, taking the
oath of office. While this is Ward's first
time on the town council, Trump previ-
ously served from 2005 through the end
of 2010 and was the council's president
in 2008 and 2009.

After Ward and Trump took their seats
at the council's table, the council's first
item of business was selecting its presi-
dent for the year. Trump nominated Ward
for the post, but Ward declined the nom-
ination.

Ward then nominated Swincher for
the presidency and he accepted. With no
other nominees, South made and Ward
seconded a motion to approve Swincher
as president, and it passed 4-0.

After the vote, Swincher took over
chairing the meeting and opened the floor for nominations for vice pres-
ident. Trump turned to Ward and asked her if she would be willing to
take that position.

"Well, I can do something with vice, probably," said Ward, a 50-year
member and past national and world president of the Woman's Christian
Temperance Union, eliciting laughter from many in the room.

South and Trump made and seconded, respectively, a motion to
appoint Ward as the council's vice president, which also passed 4-0. The

council's fifth member, Mitch Roland, was about 10 minutes late to the
meeting and arrived just after this vote was taken.

Swincher said he planned to draft proposed assignments for the coun-
cil's various two-person committees by the following day. He asked
council members to review them and let him know by the week's end
whether they were acceptable or if any changes were requested.

Ward said she had been disappointed to learn that the town's plan
commission and its board of zoning appeals had been unable to meet due

some members, local citizens appointed
by the town council or its president, fail-
ing to show up.

"I would be embarrassed if I were
them," Ward said of these no-shows.

Ward said she would like to have a list
of the town's various boards that shows
each board's members and the dates for
their respective terms, as well as a meet-
ing schedule for each board. Clerk-
Treasurer Bart Whitesitt said he would
provide her with the most up-to-date
information he has.

South said he thought the council
needs to "lean on" the plan commission.
He said he had asked that board to revise
the town's comprehensive plan, some-
thing he said will be necessary as the
town pursues grants to help with utility

improvements, but that the plan commission had not completed the
task.

"If you can't get them to show up, you've got to replace them, I
guess," South said of derelict members of the plan commission and
BZA.

The Knightstown Town Council will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday for its
regular monthly meeting for January. The meeting, which will be held in
the council's chambers at 28 S. Washington St., is open to the public.

Town Council Gets New Leadership

Knightstown Clerk-Treasurer Bart Whitesitt (center)
swears in new town council members Sarah Ward (left)
and Valerie Trump (right). (Jeff Eakins photo)

Henry Co. Sheriff’s Dept. Now
Possesses Knightstown Guns
Several weapons removed last

month from Knightstown Police
Department by its embattled police
chief while he was on leave have
ended up in the hands of the Henry
County Sheriff's Department.

On Dec. 5, Danny Baker – who
abruptly resigned as police chief on
Nov. 20, just two days before the
council was scheduled to hold a
hearing on an earlier decision to
fire him – took possibly as many as
eight guns from the police depart-
ment, including four M-16 style
fully-automatic assault rifles and
four .45 caliber automatic hand-
guns. Pursuant to a separation
agreement with the town, Baker,
who was suspended in October, a
week after the council voted 3-1 to
fire him, was on paid leave through
the end of the year, when his resig-
nation took effect.

The weapons he removed had
been obtained by Baker through
Indiana's Law Enforcement
Support Office (LESO), which
helps law enforcement agencies
obtain military surplus equipment,
including weapons, vehicles, pro-
tective clothing, night vision
equipment, aircraft and other
items. Information on the LESO
website indicates Baker obtained
the four handguns and four rifles
through the agency in November

2008 and August 2010, respective-
ly, and he also got a Humvee utili-
ty truck through the program in
June 2011.

Baker, while on leave, contacted
the agency, expressing concern
about the security of the weapons
while he was not working. On Dec.
5, the Indiana Department of
Administration's State and Federal
Surplus Property Division, which
oversees the state's participation in
the LESO program, issued a letter
to Baker authorizing him to take
them to the Carthage Police
Department, where he works as
that town's part-time town marshal.

By the middle of the following
week, however, Baker had changed
his mind and the guns were taken –
with the IDA's permission, accord-
ing to an agency representative – to
the Rush County Sheriff's
Department for storage. Their stay
at the RCSD, however, was also
brief.

On Dec. 11, the IDA decided
that the weapons should instead be
stored at the Henry County
Sheriff's Department, since
Knightstown is located in Henry
County, not Rush. The following
day, IDA representatives had Baker
bring the weapons back to the
KPD, where they were visually 

See Guns, Page 5

Rush County GOP Unable to Fill
Carthage Town Council Vacancy

The Rush County Republican Party has failed to fill a vacancy on the
Carthage Town Council within the 30 days it had to do so.

As previously reported in The Banner, council member Crystal
Trueblood, who had been appointed to the council by RCRP Chairman
Michael Dora just four months earlier, submitted her notice of resigna-
tion during the council's Dec. 8 monthly meeting. In a letter addressed to
the council, Trueblood said she had recently learned that, as a member of
the Carthage Volunteer Fire Department, she was not eligible to serve on
the council.

State statute prohibits volunteer firefighters from holding elective
office in any unit of government for which their department provides fire
protection services. Trueblood has been a member of the CVFD since
1999 and has served as the department's president for several years.

Dora had, pursuant to state statute, 30 days from the date Trueblood's
council seat became vacant to choose her replacement. According to an
attorney in the Election Division of the Indiana Secretary of State's
Office, the vacancy took effect, and Dora's 30-day deadline to make an
appointment started, when Trueblood filed her notice of resignation with
the Rush County Clerk.

Rush County Clerk Debbie Richardson told The Banner that
Trueblood's notice of resignation was filed with her office on Dec. 11.
Since Dora's 30 days to find a replacement was up on Saturday, Jan. 10,
his deadline for making an appointment was actually extended until the
next business day, Monday, Jan. 12.

When The Banner spoke with Dora late Monday afternoon, he had
still not found anyone to fill the vacancy. He said if he appointed some-
one at the last minute, he would call and notify The Banner, but, as of
Tuesday's news deadline, he had not contacted the newspaper.

With Dora not finding a replacement for Trueblood, that task will now
fall to the town council's remaining four members, President Bill Davis,
Vice President Rachel Brown, Kelly Land and John Hancock. Unlike
Dora, they will not be limited to selecting a Republican, but, instead, will
be able to choose someone regardless of political affiliation.

Trueblood had been appointed to the council by Dora in early August
to fill a vacancy left by the resignation of another Republican, council 

See Vacancy, Page 5
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Condo & Son Funeral Home

A Lasting Family Tradition Since 1898
130 S. Main Street - Wilkinson, Indiana - 46186

Pre-Needs - Funeral Services - Monument Sales

765-781-2435 www.condoandson.com

INSEY BROWH NFUNERAL SERVICE
The Caring Professionals

7355 S. State Road 109, Knightstown - 345-7400
3406 S. Memorial Drive, New Castle - 529-7100

www.hinsey-brown.com 

At Need
(funeral service)

Advance Funeral
Planning

Aftercare

Hinsey-Brown’s

““CCiirrccllee  ooff  SSeerrvviiccee””

GR UTOAY A
SALES SERVICE

2260 W. Main St., Greenfield 317-467-1555

Brandon Gray Brinton Gray Dustin Gray

Meet our
Smiling
Sales
Staff!

Gray Auto Sales & Service is a family-owned
operation where we really strive to keep our

customers satisfied. We have over 80
Certified pre-owned vehicles, and Gray

Auto was named Quality Pre-Owned Dealer of
the Year in ‘05 and ‘06. 

Our full-service shop is ready to help keep
your car in top condition.

KEEP US IN MIND!
Please visit www.grayauto.com!

Gray Auto Sales & Service
2260 W. Main St., Greenfield - 317-4467-11555

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Tell ëem you saw their ad in The Banner!

Lillian Ione Glascock
June 11, 1922 - January 8, 2015

Lillian Ione Glascock, age 92, passed away Thursday, Jan., 8, 2015, at Springhurst Health
Campus, Greenfield. She was born June 11, 1922, in Madison County, to the late Willis and
Lois (Hendrick) Durant. 

Lillian was a graduate of Pendleton High School. She married Charles Glascock on Dec.
13, 1941. Lillian was a member of Trinity Park U.M.C. and a member of the Over 50 Club.

She is survived by her children, Linda (Paul) Cooper of Greenfield, Marilyn (Gene)
Johnson of New Palestine, and Jeffery (Beverly) Glascock of New Castle; two sisters,
Kathleen (Jack) Coale of Florida and Barbara McCullough of Anderson; five grandchildren;

13 great-grandchildren; and two great-great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents and husband, Charles Glascock, in October 2000.
Friends called Monday, Jan. 12, at Stillinger Family Funeral Home, Pasco Chapel, 1780 W. Main St.,

Greenfield. Funeral services were Tuesday, Jan. 13, at the funeral home. Burial followed at Park Cemetery,
Greenfield.

Memorial contributions in Lillian’s honor may be made to Trinity Park U.M.C., 207 W. Park Ave., Greenfield.
Online condolences may be shared at www.stillingerfamilyfuneralhome.com.  

Peggy M. Haznedl
March 26, 1921 - January 7, 2015

Peggy M. Haznedl, 93, of Greenfield, passed away on Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2015. 
She was born March 26, 1921, in Carlinville, Ill., to the late John M. and Estelle Truselle

Ferguson.
Peggy was a sweet lady, and was loved by everyone she met. She was the first resident of

Springhurst Health Campus, and was lovingly known there as the “Queen.” It was her personal
mission to help be a caretaker for her fellow residents, and she did her best to keep the staff in
line as well. In her free time, she enjoyed reading, going to the casino, and keeping her mind
sharp with crossword puzzles.

She is survived by her three children, Charles E. (Susan) Haznedl, Jr., Peggy J. (David) Hines and David N.
(Kristie) Haznedl; six grandchildren, Charles E. Haznedl III, Terri S. Osborne, David P. Hines, Sara K. Laska,
Jake C. Haznedl, and Joel D. Haznedl; a sister, Estelle Thamm; and many loving nieces and nephews, great-
nieces and nephews, extended family and friends.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Charles E. Haznedl Sr.; a grandson, John
M. Haznedl; and a brother, Jack Ferguson.

The family is being served by Flanner and Buchanan – Washington Park East, 10722 E. Washington St., where
a funeral service was held on Sunday, Jan. 11. Interment was in Washington Park East Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, you may wish to make memorial contributions to Springhurst Health Campus for the
Activities Center (628 N. Meridian Road Greenfield, IN 46140) or to Seasons Hospice Foundation (6400 Shafer
Court, Rosemont, IL 60018). Share your condolences with the family at flannerbuchanan.com

Grace Helen Young
July 7, 1938 - January 7, 2015

Grace Helen Young, age 76, of Greenfield, formerly of Mt. Morris, Mich., went to be with her Lord on Jan.
7, 2015 at Hancock Regional Hospital Hospice Unit, Greenfield. 

Funeral services took place Monday, Jan. 12, at the Martin Funeral, Cremation & Tribute Services in Mt.
Morris. Pastor Joshua Poole officiated. Burial followed in Mt. Morris Cemetery. Grace's family was present to
receive friends at the funeral home on Jan. 11. In lieu of flowers, those desiring may consider memorial contri-
butions to Hancock Regional Hospital Hospice Unit. Envelopes are available at the funeral home. 

Grace was born July 7, 1938, in Mt. Morris, the youngest of seven children of Mr. and Mrs. Harry and Hazel
(Briggs) Carr. In October of 1954, she and Ronald L. Johnson were united in marriage. Ronald preceded her in
death in June 1981. She would later marry Jerry Young in October 1982. Jerry preceded her in death in March
2000. 

Grace was a loving, kind, gentle spirited person, who was a devoted Christian and who lived everyday for her
Lord and family. She was a long time member of the First Baptist Church of Mt. Morris and, most recently, a
member of the Faithway Baptist Church in Greenfield. Grace was also a gifted foster parent for special needs
children. 

Left to cherish her memory are four children, Tom (Cathy) Johnson, Bill Johnson, Linda (Brian) Ross and
Nancy (Mike) Foshee; six grandchildren, Anthony (Kelly) Johnson, Cassandra (Zack) Bedtelyon, Jennifer
(David) Wait, Joshua (Emily) Foshee and Alex and Blake Ross; eight great-grandchildren, Hannah, Jack, Rachel,
Joseph Wait, Trey and Tessa Bedtelyon, Kayden and Kaitlin Foshee; and a brother, Robert (Cheryl) Carr. 

Grace was preceded in death by her parents; her first husband, Ronald Johnson; her second husband, Jerry
Young; a foster son, Robert Pichey; a great-grandson, Benjamin Wait; three brothers; and two sisters. 

Friends may share a memory with the family at the funeral home or online at ww.martinfuneralhome.com.
John L. Anderson

November 6, 1927 - January 10, 2015

An important part of the Hinsey-
Brown Circle of Service is our

Aftercare or Grief Support. We offer
support group meetings, a variety of

printed materials, and individual
appointments where appropriate.
Regardless of the funeral home or
mortuary your family worked with, 
if we can be of assistance with any

grief-related issues please let us know.

USMA Seeking Leaders
Approximately 1,000 current

high school juniors from through-
out America will be accepted into
one of two sessions for the annual
Summer Leaders Experience at the
United States Military Academy,
West Point, N.Y. 

The first session will take place
May 30-June 5; the second session

will take place June 6-12.
The Summer Leaders

Experience consists of:  academics,
in which students can choose from
among mini-courses in science,
mathematics, engineering, humani-
ties, modern languages, and psy-
chology; daily military training, to 

See Leaders, Page 10
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Leakey
Insurance
Agency

Offer ing  Qual i ty
Insurance  Products
for   Over   50  Years!

Home 
Auto 
Commercial 
Farm 
Life 
Final Expense 
Disability 
Critical Illness 
LongTerm Care 

Health - Group
& Individual 
Medicare
Supplements 
Mobile Home 
Motorcycle 
Umbrella 
Boat 
Travel 

  Also, Annuities and SR 22 

All  calls  are  important  to  us!
That's  why  a  real  person  answers
our  phone  from  8:30  a.m.-55  p.m.

Monday  through  Friday.  

Leakey Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Call us for a free quote!

345-5171
800-942-3134
16 S. Jefferson St.
Knightstown, IN

www.leakeyinsurance.com

Knightstown 
Collision Center
221 W. Main Street - Knightstown

345-5380

SMITH’S TREE 
TRIMMING & REMOVAL

Harold Smith & Son
STUMP REMOVAL - FULLY INSURED

BUCKET TRUCK EQUIPPED
FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-825-6370

SMITH’S TREE SERVICE

D&L
Transmission

150 W. U.S. Hwy. 40
Greenfield

317-462-9388

SATURDAY CLASSES ARE BACK!

At Knightstown Elementary School - 9:30-10:30 a.m.
CLASSES ARE ONLY $5 EACH!

Monday and Wednesday classes are now in session.  7:15pm-8:15pm at Sunset
Park Shelter House. $5 per class.  NO experience needed!

Classes
Now

Underway!

FFOORR CCLLAASSSS DDEETTAAIILLSS,,  CCOONNTTAACCTT YYOOUURR LLIICCEENNSSEEDD ZZUUMMBBAA IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTOORR

Melissa  Gillam:  317-3366-11370  or  fitsation@gmail.com

The Henry County Community Foundation’s Teens About Serving
the County (TASC) Youth Grants Committee will be selecting local
nonprofit organizations to receive their spring cycle grants. Any non-
profit organization may apply for a TASC grant so long as the grant
monies will be used for programs/projects benefiting the youth of
Henry County. Grant guidelines and applications are available at
www.henrycountycf.org/tasc.

The next grant application deadline is Friday, Feb. 6, at noon. 
Composed of students from the five county high schools, the

TASC grants committee meets four times a year to evaluate grant
submissions relating to youth and educational programs. Bill
Bergmann, retired teacher and foundation volunteer from
Knightstown, is the TASC committee chairman. Susan Falck-Neal,
Henry County Community Foundation board chairperson, also
serves as an advisor to the youth grants committee. Monies are
awarded from the Unrestricted Fund for Community Grants.

The Henry County Community Foundation appreciates the generos-
ity of donors who have made gifts to the Unrestricted Fund for
Community Grants which makes programs like TASC possible.
Through these donations, important social needs in the community can
be addressed, producing a healthier, more vibrant place to live – an
enduring legacy of real benefit to current residents and future genera-
tions.

All donations made to the Henry County Community Foundation
are tax exempt. For more information about the Henry County
Community Foundation or the TASC grant program, call 765-529-
2235 or visit www.henrycountycf.org. The Henry County
Community Foundation office is located at 700 S. Memorial Dr.,
New Castle.

Youth Grants Committee
Announces Spring CycleOBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Lorean Porter
August 13, 1926 - January 11, 2015

Lorean Porter, 88, of Knightstown passed away Sunday Jan. 11, 2015, at home. 
She was born to the late John and Abigail (Nolan) Gilliam on Aug. 13, 1926, in Carter Co.,

Olive Hill, Ky.  She married Arnold Burton, and he passed in 1977. She married Woodrow
Porter, and he passed in 1995. She was a member of the Greensboro Nazarene Church. Lorean
loved collecting angels and dolls. She enjoyed all animals and working in her rose garden. She
was a bargain shopper at yard sales, flea markets and antique stores.  

She will be greatly missed by her son Ronnie (Irmagean) Burton; her daughter, Diane
Tyner; a brother,  James (Julie) Gilliam; two sisters, Betty (Aaron) Arnett and Geraldine
Howard; three grandchildren, Ginger (Scott) Boling, Misty Burton and Tonya McCullough;

four stepgrandchildren, Wilson Smith II, Jeffery Smith, Jenny Caldwell and Gina (Jeff) Steele; eight great-grand-
children, Erin and Adriana McCullough, Jeffrey (Katie) Steele, Jacob Steele, William and Meranda Boling, April
Rain and Jessop Burton; eight stepgreat-grandchildren, Amber and Nathaniel Smith, Jonathan, Kasey, Jennifer
Caldwell, Jeffrey, Brittney and Brianna Smith; and a great-great-grandchild, Eva Paisley Steele.  

In addition to her parents and husbands, she was preceded in death by two brothers, Homer and Lovell
Gilliam; five sisters, Girtie Henderson, Ruby Rayburn, Geneva Littleton, Louise Gilliam and Dovie Gilliam; and
a son-in-law, Melvin Tyner.

Services for Lorean will be held Thursday, Jan. 15, at 11 a.m., and friends may visit Wednesday evening from
4-8 p.m. at Heritage Funeral Care of Knightstown. Burial will be in Glen Cove Cemetery, Knightstown, with
Pastor Gene Bennett and Dave Perry presiding. Memorial contributions may be made to the Henry County
Humane Society at the funeral home. 

Gladys Craft
June 14, 1942 - January 10, 2015

Gladys Craft, 72, of Knightstown passed away Saturday Jan. 10, 2015, in Greenfield. 
She was born to the late Calloway and Sudie Ann (Smith) Grey in Barboursville, Ky., on

June 14, 1942. She married Clarence "Trigger" Craft on Nov. 2, 1960. Gladys enjoyed sitting
outside, playing cards, rummage sales and dogs. And she sure loved her coffee!

She will be greatly missed by her son, Bruce Craft; a daughter Mary (John) Blake; a sister-
in-law, Gerri Craft; three grandchildren, Ericka (Shane) Young, Michael Guinn and Taylor
Harbison; a special "adopted" granddaughter, Kami Collins; and four great-grandchildren,
Nicholas, Mason and Brandon Young, and Jaydon Guinn.

In addition to her husband and parents, she was preceded in death by five brothers, Marvin,
Evie, Tom, Ebb and Jean Grey; and four sisters, Georgie, Katherine, Winnie and Laura Grey.

A graveside service will be held Wednesday, Jan. 14, at 1 p.m. in Glen Cove Cemetery with Rev. George
Maloyed presiding. In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the funeral home to defray funeral cost. Heritage
Funeral Care of Knightstown is entrusted with arrangements.

Carthage Postpones Meeting
The Carthage Town Council

has postponed its January month-
ly meeting.

The council, which normally
meets the second Monday of each
month, did not meet on the
evening of Jan. 12 due to
inclement weather.

As of Tuesday's news deadline
for this week's issue, the meeting
had not yet been rescheduled.
Because the state's Open Door
Law merely requires the council
to give 48-hours advance notice

of its meetings, it is possible the
meeting will be rescheduled and
held prior to publication of next
week's issue of The Banner.

Persons interested in attending
the Carthage Town Council's
January meeting are urged to con-
tact Carthage Town Hall at 565-
6580 for more information about
the meeting's rescheduled date
and time. Also, check The
Banner's Facebook page for
updates between issues of the
newspaper.

Please Follow
The Banner

on Facebook

Banner Subscriptions
Just $40 a Year!



“The party’s over,
It’s time to call it a day.

They’ve burst your pretty balloons
And taken the moon away.

It’s time to wind up 
the masquerade -

Just make your mind up
The piper must be paid.”

- Jules Styne and others
Oh dear, I’m in one of those

"unsettled" funks when no topic
causes my literary juices to flow.
This happens every January. I think
of it as being in the doldrums. In
nautical terms, it’s a time when
sailing ships become becalmed. 

I understand Coleridge’s lines
from "The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner," much of which I know
by heart: "Day after day, day after
day, we struck nor breath nor
motion. As idle as a painted ship
upon a painted ocean." 

I have a huge to-do list, but
become paralyzed when I look at
it.

This past Christmas, our tree
was one of the prettiest; throughout
the house were items that friends
and Vicki made or gave us that
triggered memories of beloved
people; the food was sumptuous;
and it was heartwarming to have
our family gathered round and
receive delightful and useful gifts.
And then came the letdown when
the gifts, glitz and glitter had to be
packed away.  

Bill isn’t superstitious, he says -

just careful. Hence, the tree must
go out on New Year’s Eve as his
family devoutly believe that bad
luck will ensue if the tree is taken
into the New Year. Further, others
may caper, cavort and celebrate,
but I see no reason to rejoice in the
passing of another year of my pre-
cious time.  

Oh, there are some good memo-
ries of New Year’s Eve. Bill’s dear
mother always gave us a gift box of

gourmet treats for Christmas that
we ate on New Year’s Eve, and
sometimes she was with us. The
grandboys often came when they
were young. We’d set out snacks,
and they’d arrange their sleeping
bags around the TV. One would
announce, "I’m stayin’ up till mid-
night!"  The others would chime in,
"Me too!" "Me too!" Needless to
say, they were fast asleep by 10
o’clock.  So long ago ... long ago ...
but I still hear their voices in my

mind’s ear.
My sour mood wasn’t improved

when my Kindle quit working. I
suspect that it would be cheaper to
buy a new one than to have it
repaired. Just as I didn’t want a cat,
I resisted getting a Kindle, saying
"I prefer the feel of holding a book
in my hands."  Vicki and Tom gave
me one for Christmas a few years
ago. I take Christmas gifts serious-
ly, so I started using it and in so
doing discovered the world of
Amazon.   

Technology is addictive. All I
have to do is go to Amazon on my
computer, choose the book I want
and buy it with one click via my
credit card that’s in their system.
Hey presto! Within a minute, the
book is waiting on my Kindle.
Electronic wizardry is wonderful
when it works. When it doesn’t, it
is aggravating. I was in the middle
of John Grisham’s latest book
which is a very good read.

Meanwhile, I’ve started reading
The Name of the Wind that
Grandson Chris and his wife,
Tasha, gave me for Christmas, say-
ing that it’s wonderful. "The pro-
tagonist reminds me of Harry
Potter," said Chris. A devout
Potterologist, I am dubious, but we
shall see. 

Alas, perfection rarely lasts.
Life is more than peaks and val-
leys. Sometimes it runs along in a

See Rose Mary, Page 6
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Ramblings
By

Rose Mary

Rose Mary Clarke

EDITORIAL BOARD
Eric Cox - Editor & Publisher
Stacy Cox - General Manager

765-345-2292

“Freedom is hammered out on the
anvil of discussion, dissent 

and debate.”
Hubert H. Humphreya responsible community newspaper

Deftly Dealing with the Doldrums

The Banner values reader opinions and welcomes letters to
the editor. To be considered for publication, letters must be
signed by the author and contain a phone number and address
for verification purposes. The Banner does not guarantee the
veracity of factual assertions contained in letters to the editor,
and their publication should in no way be construed as the news-
paper’s endorsement of the letters’ contents. The opinions rep-
resented in letters to the editor, as well as any misstatement of
fact therein, are solely those of the letters’ authors. Letters to the
editor may be edited, and, ideally, should be no more than 300
words in length.

Swimming Pool Was Beloved Asset

Dear Editor,
I was pleased to recently learn that this year marks the 100th anniversary

of Spiceland's electric utility. Out of the 569 municipalities in Indiana, we
are one of only 72 communities fortunate enough to still have a municipal-
ly-owned electric utility. 

The collaborative relationship among the state's REMCs, investor-
owned utilities(IOUs) (Duke Energy, Indiana Michigan Power, NIPSCO,
Vectren, and IPL), and municipally-owned electric utilities has served the
state's electric customers well for decades, and has been one of the state's
strongest economic development assets.  At the local level all around the
state, the relationship between the electric industry generally works very
well together and all our customers have benefitted.   The current situation
in Spiceland, however, with our most recent annexation, seems to have
upset Duke Energy and Henry County REMC.  Spiceland is now at the
forefront of a quintessential David and Goliath battle.

In the next session of the General Assembly, the REMCs and the IOUs
- led primarily by Duke - are pursuing legislation that could significantly
damage the relationship the electric utilities have and change how IOUs,
REMCs, and municipals work together, not only locally, but throughout the
state.  Spiceland as a municipal electric community wants to continue this
relationship with the other electric utility sectors, but we cannot just sit by
as our ability to provide services to our residents is jeopardized and the very
existence of our community is threatened.

The IOUs, led by Duke Energy Indiana, and the REMCs - together the
state's largest and second largest electric providers -- will seek to change the
state's electric service territory law by restricting the ability of municipal
electric communities like ours to extend electric service to customers in
newly annexed areas.  Current Indiana law provides that local REMCs,
IOUs, and each of the municipal electric communities have assigned 

See Letters, Page 11

Knightstown has almost everything going for it. The only other necessary
ingredient is the leadership needed to chart the course and see it through until
the destination is reached.

We have a great location. Knightstown is 30 miles east of Indianapolis, a
major metropolitan from which customers and vistitors can be drawn. Instead
of treating I-70 like a necessary evil, Knightstown should embrace the tens of
thousands of potential customers who pass by our exit each day.

We have excellent tourist attractions. Yes, we’ve lost a few, but the
remaining ones  are strong. Antique shops are a primary draw, as is the
Hoosier Gym. Our Henry County Area Veterans Memorial is another great
point of interest. Big Blue River has the potential to be a draw, just like the
National Road Heritage Trail.

We have friendly people. Over the years, The Banner has heard many pos-
itive reports from visitors who came here and were treated with kindness and
respect. Some of that praise came in Letters to the Editor; some of it came from
phone calls and personal visits. However we heard about it, the point is clear:
This town is chockful of great ambassadors and volunteer tour guides.

There are many more positive attributes, of course. However, if these three
things can be effectively combined and exploited, there’s really no limit to
what Knightstown could achieve. The sky’s the limit.

But, getting there will mean sometimes uncomfortable stands will have to
be taken by leaders who must shelve their personal comfort and put the entire
community first. As a Banner editorial said long ago, Knightstown deserves
boosting. Yes, that’s true.

It also deserves engaged, honest and progressive leadership.

The Banner recently posted some scenes from the
Sunset Park swimming pool, and our Facebook fol-
lowers really got a kick out of it.

I’ve heard it said over the years that the pool was a
major attraction for Knightstown-area kids. The com-
ments on that photo bear out that sentiment. 

Now buried under tons of dirt, the swimming pool
closed a few years ago when federal regulations gov-
erning public pools changed. Town leaders thought the
pool was becoming too expensive to repair and
upgrade. So they agreed to end its long, popular life.

A local excavation company was
awarded the job to demolish and bury
the concrete structure. I was there the
day Sunset Park swimming pool was
deep-sixed.

I didn’t grow up playing there, of
course. My chlorinated childhood
was spent at Perry Park, on the far
south side of Marion County. That
was my playground. But, all the fun I
had there gave me an appreciation for
Knightstown’s loss.

A swimming pool is a great thing
for any community. And, as nice as it
appears to be, the new splash pad is really not a wor-
thy replacement.

If Knightstown ever gets its ducks in a row, maybe
some enthusiastic future town leaders can again build
a swimming pool at Sunset Park, where future genera-
tions of kids might get suntans and do cannonballs off
the diving board.

Spiceland Progress
Just a few miles northeast of here, a community is

taking charge of its own future, laying the groundwork
for growth, jobs and, ultimately, success.

Kudos to the town of Spiceland for continually

making progress. Some may say Spiceland has a secret
ingredient or some mysterious advantage as the town
annexes and promotes growth. 

A secret ingredient? Nah.
In fact, it seems there are few secrets there, partic-

ularly when it comes to government. Spiceland’s latest
triumphs actually came from an inclusive process that
welcomed community members. And if there were
some mystery ingredients, maybe they were called
hard work and humility.

Whatever it was, the town is making the most of it.
Annexing up to I-70 was brilliant. If

things go well, maybe Spiceland will
have an industrial park, taxes and jobs
to help underwrite many positive
changes.

I congratulate them.
A Vacant Lot

The Knightstown Town Council
gave itself and many of its numerous
employees large raises recently - just
as it told residents and business own-
ers there isn’t any money to improve
the site of the former Bullet Hole

building. 
This situation clearly illustrates the crisis of priori-

ties that’s been raging in Knightstown for decades. It
seems town leaders would rather reward themselves
than address the town’s ever-creeping decay.

I’ve said it many times in the past, but I’ll say it
again here: the town is set up to benefit its employees
- not its tax-paying residents. That needs to change.

We need leaders who aren’t afraid to reconfigure
that broken equation. First and foremost, the town and
all its departments should be oganized to benefit its
residents. This is the same problem we have in
Washington, D.C., - with no end in sight.

Blah
Blah
Blah

by eric cox



January 14, 2015       The Banner Page 5

BITS & PIECES
The town of Kennard has

announced it will be meeting the
first Thursday of each month at 7
p.m. in 2015. Meetings will take
place at Kennard Town Hall, 100
N. Main St. Due to the holiday, the
Kennard Town Board has resched-
uled its Jan. 1 meeting. The first
meeting of the year will take place
on Jan. 8 at 7 p.m.

The Henry County
Community Foundation (HCCF)
will be hosting its spring grants
workshop on Wednesday, Feb. 4,
at 4 p.m. It will be held at the New
Castle-Henry County Public
Library auditorium. The workshop
is for Henry County non-profit
organizations wishing to submit an
application for the spring 2015
community grant cycle.
Attendance is mandatory for con-
sideration. Applications and dead-
lines will be provided at the work-
shop. Seating is limited, please
contact HCCF at 765-529-2235 to
reserve a seat by Feb. 2. One seat
per organization will be alotted.

Contact Jayanna Thompson at 765-
529-2235 or info@henrycounty-
cf.org to register. 

New Covenant Worship
Center, 815 Western Rd., New
Castle, will host the inaugural
Reflected Light Art Exhibition
this spring. An opening reception is
scheduled for Friday, May 1, 6-9
p.m. The event is free, open to the
public and family-friendly.
Featuring painting, ceramics, pho-
tography, mixed media, sculpture
and more, the event also includes
free refreshments. For more infor-
mation, call Brian Russelburg at
317-652-3120 or e-mail silvervis-
age@gmail.com.

The Shirley Historical
Society is raising money to restore
a railroad caboose and purchase a
motorized rail inspection car. The
items will be placed near the
Shirley railroad depot. Donations
may be sent to Joan Cupp, P.O. Box
407, Shirley, IN 47384.

Anyone locating unwanted,
unused or outdated prescription

The following forms are now
available to fill out and submit to
us online at The Banner’s website
www.thebanneronline.com:

*New subscription order form
with online credit card payment
option. *Subscription renewal
order form with online credit card
payment option. 

*General news submission
form for local clubs and for other
news items with option to upload
a photo. 

*Anniversary announcement
form with option to upload a
photo. *Engagement announce-
ment form with option to upload a
photo. Visit www.thebanneron-
line.com

NOTE: Anniversary, birth,
engagement and wedding
announcements are no longer
published for free. Each
announcement costs $25, or $30 if
a photo is included.

Banner Forms
Easy to Use,

Cost-effective

FFoollllooww  TThhee  BBaannnneerr  
oonn  FFaacceebbooookk!!

Breaking  News  -  Unique  Photos  -  More!

medications may dispose of them
at the New Castle Police Dept., 227
N. Main St., or the Henry County
Sheriff’s Dept., 127 N. 12th St.,
New Castle.

The Historic Knightstown
museum, located on the Public
Square at 22 N. Washington St., will
have new winter hours. Winter
hours will be 10 a.m.-12 p.m. each
Friday and Saturday. For more
information, or to visit the museum
by appointment, call David Steele at
765-345-7585. Family and individ-
ual HKI memberships are $20 and
$15, respectively. Membership pay-
ments may be mailed to HKI at P.O.
Box 74, Knightstown, IN 46148.

The Henry County Disabled
American Veterans (DAV) organi-
zation meets the first Monday of
each month at 7 p.m. at
Knightstown American Legion Post
152. DAV Service Officer Morris
Cole encourages Iraq and
Afghanistan veterans to attend so
they can learn more about DAV ben-
efits. Cole is available at Post 152 10

Parts and Service 
for All 

Major Brands!
765-524-8356

www.chewsappliancerepair.com

ROBERT L. GOTTSCHALK, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

American Dental
Association

For Professional Dental Care
See Us for Your Next Exam

Don’t “Trust Your Teeth” with Just Anyone!
317-462-1252

in Greenfield

Corner of State Street
& McKenzie Street

a.m.-3 p.m. each Friday. For more
information, call 906-241-3565.

Alcoholics Anonymous
meets weekly, on Tuesdays, at 7:30
p.m. at the Hoosier Gym (enter on
East side). Meetings will continue
each Tuesday at the same time and
location. For more info, call 765-
313-1637.

The Parish Clothes Closet,

located in the basement of Bethel
Presbyterian Church, 112 S.
Franklin St., Knightstown, is open
each Thursday from 3-5 p.m. Food
is now available at the Closet. Call
345-5951 or 345-5930 for more
info.

If you have an item that fits into
Bits and Pieces, send it to  theban-
ner@embarqmail.com.

K-TOWN LEGION POST 152
FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL - JANUARY 16

Open to the Public!
222244  EE.. MMaaiinn  SStt..,,  KKnniigghhttssttoowwnn  -  334455-55222277

CChhooiiccee  ooff  RRiibbeeyyee  oorr  
NNeeww  YYoorrkk  SSttrriipp  SStteeaakkss

Baked  Potato  & Salad  Bar  -  $15.99

inspected and photographed.
According to the IDA, the eight guns Baker had obtained through the

LESO program were “present and accounted for.” At the conclusion of the
inspection, the IDA had the HCSD take possession of the weapons and
transport them to New Castle , where they will be held until the
Knightstown Town Council decides if it wants continue its participation in
the LESO program and get the guns back for the KPD.

Guns, from Page 1

member Shannon Spence, who had resigned in July. Spence stepped
down because he had moved outside the town limits, the same reason
that had prompted another council member, Marsha Dyer, to resign in
May.

Of the council's four remaining members, only Brown was actually
elected. The other three were either appointed by the GOP's Dora or the
council following resignations of council members elected in 2011 who
did not finish their terms.

Any person residing within the Carthage town limits who is interested
in applying to fill the vacancy left by Trueblood's resignation should sub-
mit a letter of interest to the Carthage Town Council at Carthage Town
Hall, 6 W. First St., or call 565-6580 for more information.

Vacancy, from Page 1

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
Lora Ileta McDonald

February 25, 1928 - January 13, 2015
Lora Ileta McDonald, 86, of Knightstown, passed away Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2015, at

Stonebrooke Rehabilitation Center in New Castle. She was born Feb. 25, 1928, in Topeka,
Kan., a daughter of Ed and Maude (Jones) Plank.

Ileta had worked at Western Electric in Indianapolis and also at DMG World Media (for-
merly Mayhill Publications, Inc.) in Knightstown for several years. She was a longtime mem-
ber of the Ogden United Methodist Church where she served as pianist, organist and treasur-
er. She loved to crochet and play the piano. Ileta enjoyed making family names, making over
400 and shipping them all over the country. She also loved crossword puzzles and knitting for
family and friends.

She is survived by two children, Sheryl Rummel (Roger Haynes) of Knightstown, and Kevin (Tracey)
McDonald of New Castle; five grandchildren, Kathy (Curtis) Furlow of Highlands, Texas, Jeff (Anna) Grizzell
of Greenfield, Grant Rummel (Sam) of Whitestown, Seth (Danielle) Rummel of Muncie, Michael McDonald of
New Castle; son-in-law, Wayne Grizzell of Highlands, Texas; great-grandchildren Brittney (Craig) Lucas of
Highlands, Texas, Lindsey Bean (Eric) of Woden, Texas, Sidney Grizzell of Knightstown, Kayson and Kyzer
Rummel, both of Muncie; great-great-grandchildren Madison and Conner Lucas of Highlands, Texas; sister-in-
law, Marcella Renshaw Walgamuth of New Castle; several nieces and nephews, including a special niece, Connie
(Wendell) Brooks Davidson of Comanche, Okla.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband,
Willard McDonald Jr., in 1999; two daughters, Patricia Annette
McDonald in 1954 and Pamela S. Grizzell in 2007; four sisters, Faye
Brooks, Ruby Nicholas, Lila McRoberts and Rosabelle Roller; and a
brother, Carl Plank.

Services will be at 1 p.m. Friday, Jan. 16, at Hinsey-Brown Funeral
Service Knightstown Chapel. Burial will follow in Glen Cove Cemetery.
Friends may call from 5-9 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 15, at the funeral home.
Memorial contributions may be made to Alzheimers Research, 635
Barnhill Dr., Indianapolis 46202-5120 or Henry County Humane Society,
11 Midway Dr., New Castle, IN 47362. Condolences and memories of
Ileta may be share at www.hinsey-brown.com.

www.thebanneronline.com



straight line like railroad tracks on
the plains of Kansas.  I am learning
to appreciate the ho-hum  times.
Today it’s bitterly cold, and I shall
be thankful for our cozy home and
a quiet day with Bill.  

wclarke@comcast.net

P.S.  Several fellow chocoholics
responded to my recent column.
Niece Barbara makes a version of
Pain au Chocolat that I shall try.
She bakes Pillsbury Croissants
with chocolate chips in the center.
Sounds yummy!

Rose Mary, from Page 4

More policies.
More savings.
Bundle auto, home and life for
big State Farm discounts.
So let me show you how State
Farm can help protect all the things
that matters most - for a lot less
than you think.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.
CALL ME TODAY.

Michael Thompson, Agent
18 East Main Street

Knightstown, IN 46148
Bus: 765-345-5596

michael.thompson.r76s@
statefarm.com

FARM 
SUPPLY, INC.

Millville Falmouth Glenwood

4378 N. 850 W., Falmouth, IN 46217   765-679-5245 800-638-7741
www.falmouthfarmsupply.com  

PIONEER SEED PRODUCTS
COMPETITIVE GRAIN BIDS
CUSTOM FEED MIXING/GRINDING
FUEL PURINA FEEDS

Falmouth Farm Supply Inc., has been proudly, family owned and operated since 1965. Our
goal is to make your family farming operation more successful. It is our privilege to help provide
many services to aid in your growing family farming operation. We provide grain marketing, dry
and liquid fertilizer, crop protection, seed, feed and fuel. Some other services we offer include
custom application, consultation, and precision soil analysis. We would love the opportunity to

build a long lasting relationship between your family business and ours.  

®

®

Tax Resolution Services
Certified National Social Security Advisor
Bookkeeping & Notary Public Services
Call Regina Payne E.A. for an appointment

317-936-5863Regina Payne

The time to think about Social Security is now -
BEFORE you are 62!

Lady Payne Accounting
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HENRY COUNTY
GLASS & MIRROR, INC.

AUTO COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL
Fast, Dependable Service at Fair Prices

Owned by Chuck and Rachel Hamby
1018 Woodward Ave., New Castle, IN 47362
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

765-529-8455 - E-mail: rachel@hcgm.comcastbiz.net

Banner Subscriptions $40!
Out-of-State Subs $45!

Gary and Terri Driesbach Committed to
Helping High School Robotics Program

THIS SECTION SPONSORED BY

MEETINGS CALENDAR
Wed., Jan. 14 - Rush Co.

Council meeting, 8 a.m., court-
house room 211, Rushville

Wed., Jan. 14 - Hancock
Co. Council meeting, 8:30 a.m.,
Courthouse Annex room 101,
Greenfield

Wed., Jan. 14 - Henry Co.
Drainage Board meeting, 9
a.m., Henry County Office
Building Suite 107, New Castle

Wed., Jan. 14 - Henry Co.
Commissioners meeting, 6
p.m.

by Logan Cox
for The Banner

For several years now, Carthage residents
Gary and Terri Driesbach have been actively
involved in Knightstown High School's FIRST
Robotics program. At first, their participation
was largely in support of their children, but their
dedication grew over time.

Their oldest daughter, Brittany, was involved
with Daryl "Doc" Keesling's VEX Robotics pro-
gram in school, and the family subsequently attend-
ed a few competi-
tions with them.

"I was there as
just a parent, the
first couple of
c o m p e t i t i o n s , "
Gary said of how
this all began.
"But as more kids
became more
interested, it was
taking more and
more time, which
I don't think Doc
had since he was
a farmer too. So I
just took over the VEX program for a couple of
years. Then when Mr. Richie wanted to start a
FIRST Robotics program, he asked me and Terri
to head it up. So we took that over too. And
we've been doing that ever since 2012."

Since then, Gary and Terri have been instru-
mental in helping, encouraging and mentoring
students to collaborate and design machines to
move and perform small tasks. This is usually
for the purpose of robotics competitions, as well
as educational purposes.

Their daughter, Lily Endowment Scholarship
recipient Brittany, is no longer involved in the
program. However, their second daughter, Katie,
has come back the past two years as a mentor to
new students who joined Robotics.

"I think it's important because Robotics is a
fun way for students to learn more about careers
that they might be interested in," said Terri.

There are currently twelve high school stu-
dents currently participating in the program.
Alongside Katie Driesbach, her fellow KHS
graduate Brent Butler is also returning to the
team as a mentor. The Knightstown Robotics
team are called The Last Crusaders.

The VEX Robotics Design System is a robotics
kit meant to introduce students and adults alike to
robots.

FIRST Robotics was founded in 1989 by
Dean Kamen to help inspire an interest and par-
ticipation in science and technology for young
people. It has been growing in popularity ever
since.

The construction of the team's current robot
began a little over a week ago, released on Jan.
3. This year's robot is intended for stacking con-

tainers (totes) six high and scoring points for
each level. They are able to make multiple stacks
of these totes with the robot. 

"The robot has to have a very large extension
going up," said Gary. "Which is something kind
of new for us. We're having a little trouble get-
ting our design down for that. But the robot this
year will be a lot different than the one we've
had the last couple of years."

Indiana has become a district event for the
program's competitions. Starting in 2015, all

robotics events
taking place in the
state will be limit-
ed to Indiana stu-
dents only. The
Last Crusaders will
be going to an
event at Lawrence
North High School
around March 1, as
well as to Purdue
University three
weeks after that for
their three-day
competitions. 

"We get a lot of
support from the school. They're all for it, but
they don't provide funding. We do all our own
funding. But they provide us with the room to do
it, the equipment and the transportation to and
from events. They treat it like a club," he said.

In 2012, team members were runners-up and
finalists at the competition at Purdue. For their
efforts, they received the Rookie All Star Award,
which is designated to the top rookie in the state.
This award qualified them to go to the nationals,
which were held in St. Louis. 

"We took the team to St. Louis where there
was 400 teams competing in 2012," said Gary.
"The last two years we haven't qualified, we've
been close, but that's was our biggest award. We
won three that year."

The Driesbachs have have made strides in
setting up robotics programs for more age
groups. This year they have started a Lego
league for grades 4-6. They also run the VEX
team that's at Knightstown Intermediate
School for grades 7-8. Kids from the fourth
grade to seniors in high school can take part
in robotics.

"It is a lot of fun, but it has been difficult at
times. We work together to find the answers to
the problems and get better each year. Making
mistakes is part of learning," said Gary.

Gary previously worked for Kramer Motor
Company Inc. Terri works as a proofreader at
MidCountry Media, Inc., in Knightstown.

Originally from Greenfield, Gary graduated
from Eastern Hancock Junior-Senior High School
in 1986. Terri, who is originally from Carthage,
graduated from Knightstown High School that
same year. The Driesbachs live in Carthage.

Thurs., Jan. 15 - Hancock
Co. Planning Commission tech
committee meeting, 9 a.m.,
Courthouse Annex room 101,
Greenfield

Thurs., Jan. 15 -
Knightstown Town Council
meeting, 7 p.m., town council
chambers, 28 S. Washington
St.

Thurs., Jan. 15 - Henry Co.
Planning Commission, techni-
cal review meeting, 8 a.m., Old
Circuit Court Room at court-
house, New Castle

Safety Tips Shared
With the arrival of below-freez-

ing temperatures, Indiana State
Fire Marshal Jim Greeson is urging
Hoosiers to be cautious when using
space heaters and other forms of
alternative heating, and to check
their smoke alarms.

“Strongly consider other
options before using alternative
heating,” Greeson said in a press
release issued last week. “Add
insulation or other heat-capturing
barriers to window and doors.
Wearing warmer clothes and

adding blankets will also help with
comfort. If you must use space
heaters or other forms of alterna-
tive heating, take precautions.”

Alternative Heating Tips
Keep space heaters away from

loose or flammable objects such as
clothing, curtains, bedding and fur-
niture. There should be at least a
three-foot perimeter around space
heaters at all times. Avoid using
candles or appliances, like a stove
or oven, to heat the home.

See Safety, Page 7
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The Banner - Accurate News All the Time
If it’s not accurate, we will correct it.

FOLKWAYS

Service You Can Trust!
Whether your need is LP Gas for heating your home;

cooking your meals OR Soft Water for showering, 
laundry or cooking... count on us!

Fully Trained & Knowledgable Staff
• Installation Available
• Service 

24-Hour Emergency Service
Budget Plans

Call For
1st Fill Specials!

www.blueflameofrichmond.com www.hoosierwaterconditioning.com

New Unit
$19.95/month

US Hwy. 36, Sulphur Springs

765-533-4768

Fireplaces should be regularly cleaned and inspected by a certified pro-
fessional, such as a chimney sweep. Gas fireplaces should have properly
working ventilation with a functioning carbon monoxide detector nearby.

Fires should always be extinguished and space heaters unplugged
before going to bed or leaving the home for any period of time. Do not
leave space heaters on in unoccupied rooms. In addition to safe heating, do
not overload electrical outlets.

Fire Deaths and Smoke Alarms
In the 300 fires investigated by the Indiana Department of Homeland

Security last year, the agency says smoke alarms were either lacking or not
working in over half of those. Greeson also notes that in the state's more
than 75 fire-related deaths last year, there was no working smoke alarm in
the home.

“Smoke alarms are proven to save lives,” Greeson said. “Test your
smoke detector to make sure it works. Even if it responds correctly, if you
don’t remember the last time you changed your batteries, do it today. If
you don’t have a smoke detector, buy one and install it. If you don’t have
the funds, contact your local fire department or social service agency to
see if one can be provided.”

Working smoke alarms are important to have year round, but especial-
ly in the winter months when alternative heating sources, like space
heaters and fire places, are used. Space heaters account for one-third of
home heating fires, according to the National Fire Protection Association.

For more information on safe alternative heating safety, visit
GetPrepared.in.gov.

Safety, from Page 6

Five hundred eighty-three full-time Indiana
University Kokomo students earned dean's list hon-
ors for the fall 2014 semester. 

Dean's list students earned a minimum 3.5 grade
point average (GPA) on a scale of 4.0, while carrying

at least 12 credit hours throughout the grading peri-
od. Students are listed by hometown.

Knightstown students on the IU-Kokomo Dean’s
List include Ciara Diane Dellinger. 

Ciara Dellinger Makes IU-Kokomo Dean’s List

Mounds S.P. Offering Toy-making Workshop
Create a tree-cookie checker-

board and a rustic tic-tac-toe set
during a new workshop at Mounds
State Park on Jan. 24.

“Winter is the perfect time to
play with natural materials
indoors,” interpretive naturalist

Jessica Rosier said. “Families will
be able to walk away from this
workshop with two great games
that will keep the kids engaged.”

Sessions will be offered at 10
a.m. and 1 p.m. Space in the hour-
long workshops is limited, and a $5

per-family fee applies. All supplies
will be provided. Call 765-649-
8128 to register.

Mounds State Park
(stateparks.IN.gov/2977.htm) is at
4306 Mounds Road, Anderson,
46017.

Common Threads Quilt Guild
Meeting Jan. 21 in Mt. Comfort

Common Threads Quilt Guild will have Lorraine Ewing as their guest
speaker for their regular monthly meeting on Jan.  21 at 9:30 a.m. at the
Mount Comfort United Methodist Church in Mount Comfort. 

Ewing will be doing a presentation on vintage quilts and the Quilters
Hall of Fame. She is a retired home arts high school instructor and comes
from a long family heritage of quilters. 

Common Threads Quilt Guild meets from 9:30-11:30 a.m. the third
Wednesday of each month at Mount Comfort United Methodist Church
with  approximately 100 members with about 60-75 present at each meet-
ing. Guests are welcome.  Check the local news stations for school can-
cellations. The guild does not meet if the Mt. Vernon schools are closed or
delayed for weather or road conditions. 

Directions: Take the Mt. Comfort Road exit 96 from I-70 on the east
side of Indianapolis. Go north to the first stop light, which is in Mt.
Comfort. Go through the light and the church is immediately on the right.

Upcoming guest speakers for Common Threads include (Feb. 18)
Cathy Burkett from In Stitches in Rushville.

Ellspermann Announces
Women Artists Contest
Recently, Lt. Governor Sue

Ellspermann announced details for
the 2015 Hoosier Women Artists
Contest. The annual competition
was established to celebrate
Women’s History Month and high-
light talented female artists
throughout Indiana. Applications
are being accepted until Feb. 27.

The contest celebrates the wide
variety of graphic arts including
drawing, painting and photogra-

phy. Past entries have included –
but are not limited to – portraits,
landscapes, still lifes, animals,
buildings and abstracts. Winners of
the Hoosier Women Artists Contest
will have their artwork displayed in
the Lt Governor’s office for one
year.

“I am pleased to recognize the
many talented Hoosier Women
Artists,” said Ellspermann. “It’s

See Artist, Page 12
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A Look Back

This old Banner photo could be from the late 1950s or early 1960s. Taken in the
southeast portion of the Knightstown Academy, it shows students pushing a giant
snowball, likely during a recess period. Anyone who can identify the kids in this photo
are invited to e-mail the identities to thebanner@embarqmail.com. 

Knightstown Attorney’s Contract
Still Not Approved by Council

by Jeff Eakins
for The Banner

Will the third time be the charm for attorney Gregg Morelock, who has
now watched the Knightstown Town Council fail to renew his annual con-
tract for legal services at its two most recent meetings?

Morelock and his Greenfield firm, Brand & Morelock, have provided
legal representation for the town since 2008. He presented the
Knightstown Town Council with his new contract for 2015 at the council's
Dec. 18 monthly meeting, but the council did not approve the agreement
that night or at a special meeting it held Jan. 6.

At the Dec. 18 meeting, then-Vice President Cassandra Steele, whose
term on the council ended Dec. 31, made a motion to renew Morelock's
contract, but the motion died when none of the other council members
seconded it. A similar motion made at the Jan. 6 meeting did receive a sec-
ond, but council member Clyde South, who made the motion, ended up
withdrawing it before a vote could be taken.

With Morelock's status as the town's attorney still up in the air, a few
people did speak at the Jan. 6 meeting in support of keeping him and his
firm as the town's legal counsel. The first comments in Morelock's favor
came from two members of the public.

Local businessman Jeff Van Hoy told council members he thought they
should keep Morelock as the town's attorney. He said he thought Morelock
was "the man for the job" and that it would be "a bad decision" for them
to hire someone else.

Following Van Hoy's comments, Morelock disclosed that he has repre-
sented Van Hoy on more than one matter. Saying he wished to be trans-
parent about their relationship, he described Van Hoy as a "past and pres-
ent client."

Knightstown resident Bruce Trump, whose wife, Valerie, just rejoined
the town council after sitting out for a term, also said he thought Morelock
should remain the town's attorney. He called Morelock "a very good man"
and said he was "very knowledgeable" about what is required to help
towns grow.

Clerk-Treasurer Bart Whitesitt revealed that the town had received a
resume from New Castle attorney Tony Saunders, who was interested in
the town attorney's job. Saunders had previously represented Whitesitt,
unsuccessfully, in a legal challenge to the town council's decision to close
the Knightstown Town Court when Whitesitt was serving as the court's
judge.

South made a motion to renew to Morelock's contract, and Trump sec-
onded the motion. Trump cited Morelock's experience working with other
municipalities and said she thought Knightstown needs "experienced
counsel" if it hopes to grow.

"He knows where we're at," Trump said of Morelock. "He knows the
See Attorney, Page 12

The Indiana State Police is accepting civilian appli-
cations for two Regional Dispatch Operators. The suc-
cessful applicants will work at the Indianapolis
Regional Dispatch Center located at 8620 East 21st
Street, Indianapolis.

The requirements and duties include, but are not
limited to, serve as a civilian employee of the Indiana
State Police whose primary responsibility is to receive,
collate, record, disseminate and accurately dispatch
information to Department police personnel, other law
enforcement agencies and other support services
through the use of a Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD)
system, Records Management System (RMS),

Automatic Vehicle Locator (AVL), Geographical
Information System (GIS) and other Regional
Dispatch Center resources.

The minimum requirements, physical requirements
along with the responsibilities, duties and the positions
annual salary can be found at careers.in.gov. For more
information and to apply, go to
www.in.gov/spd/2334.htm

The deadline for applications is Friday, Jan. 16.
Further questions regarding these positions should

be directed to Brandon P. Lowe, personnel officer,
Human Resources, Indiana State Police,
blowe@isp.in.gov

State Police Hiring Two Regional Dispatchers

Fifth-Ranked Shenandoah
Drops Lady Panthers 66-44

An 11-2 run by 5th-ranked
Shenandoah Lady Raiders to open
the third quarter shattered the
hopes of a win for the Lady
Panthers in the opening round of
the Henry County Tourney last
Friday.

The Lady Panthers came out
strong and were just one point
down, 14-15, at the end of the first
quarter. The Lady Raiders had their
best quarter performance in the
second, scoring 20 points. But,
KHS posted another 14 points and
were within just six points, 28-35,
at the end of the first half.

But, the Lady Raiders came out
of the locker room at halftime and
went on an 11-2 run. They held the
Lady Panthers to just five points in
the third quarter while finishing
with 15 to bring the score to 50-33.

Knightstown couldn't get much
going in the last quarter either,
scoring just 11, and Shenandoah
scored another 16 points to get the
66-44 win.

Brooke Vise led the Lady
Panthers with 17 points and nine
rebounds, including five on the
offensive board. Though Vise
was 3-for-6 from the field, she
scored 11 points at the free
throw line where she shot 73

percent in the game.
Hannah Thomas led the team on

the boards with nine rebounds.
Macy Burton had 12 points,

three rebounds and one steal.
Kori Biehl added eight points,

three rebounds, two assists and two
steals.

Lacy Thomas got five points, three
rebounds, one assist and one steal.

Carmen Cleek pulled down a
rebound and had one steal.

The loss moved the Lady
Panthers' record to 9-5 overall.

Shenandoah is having a huge
year this season. They are current-
ly ranked fifth in Class 2A with a
13-1 record. The Lady Raiders
haven't lost a game since Nov. 28.

Rachel Krathwohl led
Shenandoah with 30 points. Macee
Rudy got 10 points and Abby
Roeder finished with nine.

Inclement weather caused the
final round of the Henry County
Tourney to be postponed and
rescheduled for Jan. 28. The Lady
Panthers will play in the consola-
tion game against Blue River
Valley at 6 p.m. with the champi-
onship game between Shenandoah
and Tri to follow at 7:30 p.m. The
games will be played at Blue River
Valley High School.

Freshman Team Beats Blue River
The boys freshman basketball team at Knightstown High School

topped the visiting Blue River Valley Vikings 27-23 on Jan. 6.
Matt Kemerly led the Panthers with eight points.
Kyler Schaetzle had six points.
Tucker Personnet, Lane Parker and Lucas Haase each finished with

four points and Marcus Couch added one.
The win over Blue River is the team's first this season. The frosh

Panthers lost to Greenfield-Central 60-32 on Dec. 1 and lost a close one to
Eastern Hancock 29-22 on Dec. 17.

Council Ponders KPD Chief Post
The Knightstown Town Council

discussed the chief of police posi-
tion at its Jan. 6 special meeting.
Council President Cort Swincher
said he thought council needed to
decide whether it wanted to hire a
new full-time chief, or if a part-
time chief and a third full-time offi-
cer would be a better option.

Council members voted unani-
mously at a special meeting on
Dec. 15 to appoint Anthony Darling
as the town's part-time interim
police chief. Darling, who had
already been working as a part-time
officer for the Knightstown Police
Department, is a 19-year veteran of
the Henry County Sheriff's
Department who still works full-
time for that agency.

Council member Clyde South
said he thought there were a lot of
questions that need to be addressed
with respect to having a part-time
chief, including what hours would
be worked, and said he thought the
town would "regret" going the part-
time route. Council Vice President
Sarah Ward said she was interested
in the financial impact of having a
part-time chief as opposed to a full-
time one.

Council member Mitch Roland
said thought the town would be bet-
ter off financially to have a part-
time chief and to hire another full-
time officer. He also said he

thought the KPD should bolster its
ranks of volunteer reserve officers
in order to cut down on the hours
worked by the department's paid
part-time officers and the overtime
worked by its full-time officers.

"I would recommend we base
(our decision) on fact rather than
strongly-held opinion," South said.

Swincher asked Clerk-Treasurer
Bart Whitesitt to compile informa-
tion comparing the estimated cost
of having a part-time chief and a

third full-time officer versus hav-
ing a full-time chief. He asked
Ward and council member Valerie
Trump to work with Whitesitt on
this.

When it meets Thursday
evening for its January monthly
meeting, Swincher said he would
like the council to revisit the new
salary ordinance that was approved
at the council's Dec. 18 meeting
that set town employee pay levels
for 2015.

Vectren Offers Rebate Program
Vectren Energy Delivery of

Indiana (Vectren) will continue to
offer its natural gas customers cash
rebates when replacing existing
natural gas equipment with high
efficiency models. New to the pro-
gram for 2015 is a $100 rebate
toward a Wi-Fi enabled program-
mable thermostat.

Residential rebates toward ener-
gy efficient natural gas appliances
and improvements as of Jan. 1,
2015 include:

*$250 toward a natural gas fur-
nace (95 percent or higher efficien-
cy rating)

*$300 toward a natural gas 
See Rebate, Page 9



January 14, 2015            The Banner Page 9

Over 10 Million Windows Sold Nationally

“Simply the Best for Less”
Free In-Your-Home Estimates and Year-Round Installation

Financing Available!
3508  N.  Wheeling,  Muncie  -  765-2281-00008  

1229  Country  Club  Rd.,  Indianapolis  -  317-2209-00008
www.windowworldindianapolis.com

LOCAL SPORTS

SPICELAND
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Home-Cooked Food and Pizza
Breakfast Served All Day 

Hard Ice Cream Served Year-Round

6641 S. State Rd. 3, Spiceland, Phone 765-987-7101
Winter Hours: M-F 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Senior Max Wever had the best
game of his high school career last
Saturday in the Knightstown varsi-
ty boys basketball team's 87-49
victory over Tri in the first round of
the Henry County Tourney.

Wever hit 7-of-10 from the field
and one free throw for 15 points.
He pulled down nine rebounds and
got one block and two assists to
round out his best performance in
two years on the team.

Leading the scoring for
Knightstown was Jackson
Edwards who had 19 points.
Edwards was 5-for-6 from the field
and hit all three of his three-point
shot attempts. He added two
rebounds, two assists and one steal.
Jackson, a junior, is now averaging
17.7 points, 5.1 assists and 3.2
assists per game.

Overall, the team shot 63%
from the field, 46% from behind
the arc and 63% from the free
throw line.

Jake Kwisz led the team in
assists with seven. He was 3-for-4
from the field and hit all three of
his free throw shots for nine points.
Kwisz also had two steals.

Zach Manley also hit nine
points and pulled down four
boards.

Riley Ruble got eight points,
five rebounds and one block.

Drake Peggs had eight points,
two assists, one rebound and one
steal.

Coleman Wyatt finished with
six points, three rebounds, one
steal and one block.

Tyler Hubble had three points
and grabbed five rebounds. He also

made five assists and had one steal.
Jake Bearhope got five

rebounds, one steal and hit one
bucket.

Perry Milton contributed four
assists, two steals, one rebound and
two points.

Kyle Rayburn added six points
and one steal and Sam Moore got
two rebounds.

With the win over Tri, the
Panthers' record improves to 6-3
on the season.

Due to inclement weather, the
final round of the Henry County
Tourney previously set for Monday
night had to be postponed and
rescheduled for Tuesday night. The
results for the championship game
between Knightstown and
Shenandoah will be posted in next
week's issue.

Panthers Beat Tri 87-49 in First Round of County TourneyKHS Wrestlers Win County Title
It's been quite a year so far for

Knightstown High School's
wrestling team. To add to their pre-
vious successes, the squad won the
Henry County championship last
Saturday.

"I'm so proud of the boys. They
have fought hard all year. The hard
work they have put in during prac-
tice is paying off," said Coach
Jared Evans. "The teams we saw at
county are very good and well-
coached. Our boys showed up and
wrestled the best they have all
year."

The Panthers defeated Tri 54-24
then beat Shenandoah 52-27 and

Blue River Valley 69-6.
Seven Panthers also won indi-

vidual championships including
Kaleb Buchanan (106), Adam
Bundy (126), Steven Heady (132),
Kaleb Kinnaman (145), Balin
Orcutt (170), Jason Dishman (220)
and Tyler Jackson (Hwt).

"The biggest thing that has driv-
en these boys is that they care more
about each other than themselves.
A team that cares more about their
teammates that themselves can
accomplish many things," said
Coach Evans. "Improvement and
'team first' mindset is what makes
great teams."

furnace (97 percent or higher effi-
ciency rating)

*$300 toward a natural gas
residential boiler (90 percent or
higher efficiency rating with
space heating as the primary use)

*$100 toward a Wi-Fi enabled
programmable thermostat

*$20 toward a standard pro-
grammable thermostat

*40 percent of cost, up to $450
toward attic insulation

*40 percent of cost, up to $450
*$400 toward duct sealing

Vectren continues to offer a
variety of energy efficient natural
gas rebates for small business
customers as well. For an updated
list of business rebates, click
here.

Since its inception in 2006,
Vectren’s natural gas conserva-

tion programs have saved nearly
80 million therms of natural gas,
which is enough energy to heat
99,000 homes for a year.

Vectren’s rebate forms can be
found at www.vectren.com.

Rebate, from Page 8

Forms can be completed online or
printed and submitted within 60
days of equipment installation.

To qualify, customers must use
natural gas as their primary
source of heat. 

TTeellll  tthheemm  yyoouu  ssaaww
tthheeiirr  aadd  iinn  TThhee  BBaannnneerr!!
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LOCAL SHOPPING

Sell It
With A
Banner

Classified
345-2292

ACCURATE NEWS
REPORTING

THE Banner

HELP WANTED

Banner 
E-subs
Now Just

$13 - 1 Year

Find The Banner Online:
www.thebanneronline.com

Twitter - @ktownbanner

Find Us and Like Us on Facebook

Your Community Website 
www.thebanneronline.com

THE Banner
We keep an eye out, 
so you don’t have to.
In-sstate  subscriptions

Just $40

HOW MUCH?
Banner classifieds are just 45 cents per word, per week. We require a $2 minimum on each ad. Prepayment required. Lost/found and free ads are

always free and will be published as space permits.

Classifieds
FOR RENT

REWARD OFFER

CHILD CARE
CHILD CARE - Home daycare in
Knightstown. $20 a day. Call or
text 317-270-7741 or 765-748-
3918. (2-4)

CHILDCARE - in my home. CPR
and First Aid certified. Reasonable
and dependable. 345-7284 (TFN)

$500 REWARD for the arrest and
conviction of person(s) responsi-
ble for burglary on Old Trail Road
on 11/22. Would especially like fly-
fishing equipment back. Call 765-
571-0599. (12-17)

FRED ZEILINGA Excavating.
765-565-6702. Septic systems,
top soil, gravel, stone.
VENUE RENTAL - Weddings,
Receptions, Corporate and
Family!  Beautiful historic venue
with sanctuary ballroom and
rural outdoor ceremony site
available for rent or complete
event packages.  Call for special
local rates and quality services.
www.therighteousoaks.com
765-561-5473 (TFN)

VAIL’S CONCRETE - Comm-
ercial and residential. Free esti-
mates. Fully insured. 765-623-
2593. 40 years experience. (TFN)

FOR RENTFOR SALE SERVICES
FOR SALE – Hay, $3/bale.
Cash and carry. 765-561-1995.
(tfn)

OAK, CHERRY, HICKORY -
cabinet doors. All sizes. $8-
$16. 317-326-8484. (tfn)

KNIGHTSTOWN
ACADEMY PLACE APARTMENTS
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, 62 years or older, disabled
(regardless of age). Rent based on income (if qualified),
Barrier Free Available. Contact Dawn, 765-345-7789.
Equal Housing Opportunity, This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and employer. TDD 800-649-3777

APT. FOR RENT - 608 N. East
St., Greenfield. Very nice 1-
story apt., new paint and carpet,
stove, fridge. Washer/dryer fur-
nished. All utilities furnished. 2-
year lease. No pets or smoking.
$650 mo. $500 damage
deposit. 239-280-8606. (TFN)

APT. FOR RENT - 9 E. 3rd St,
Carthage. 3 bedroom double. 1-
year lease. Service animals
only. No smoking. $500 mo.
$500 damage. 317-372-9879.
(TFN)

National Trail Antique Mall

Stop In and See Our 
New Look for 2015! 

113 E. Washington St., Dunreith
765-987-6057

Please Tell Them You Saw
Their Ad in The Banner!

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Cause No. 33C02-1412-EU-000111

In the Circuit Court of Henry County, Indiana.
Notice is hereby given that Gene D. Eckerty was on the 16th day of December 2014 appointed

Administrator of the estate of Porter Eckerty, deceased, who died on the 31st day of July, 2014.
All persons who have claims against this estate, whether or not now due, must file the claim in

the office of the clerk of this court within three (3) months from the date of the first publication of this
notice, or within nine (9) months after the decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, or the claims will
be forever barred.

Dated at New Castle, Indiana, this 16th day of December 2014.
Debra G. Walker

Clerk of the Circuit Court 2, Henry County, Indiana
Attorney for the Estate: Dustin C. Fregiato, Esq., Ladendorf & Ladendorf, 7310 N. Shadeland Ave.,

Indianapolis, IN 46250

LEGAL NOTICE

include physical training, weapons
familiarization, obstacle courses,
and a leadership reaction course;
and athletic and social activities.
All participants stay in cadet bar-
racks and meals are in the Cadet
Mess Hall. Students must pay their
own travel expenses, plus a regis-
tration fee of $400 to pay for food,
workshop materials, and West
Point apparel.

Applicants should meet the fol-
lowing criteria:

*PSAT scores of 60 or higher in
most categories; SAT scores of 600
of higher in most categories;
and/or ACT scores of 28 or higher
in most categories

*Demonstrated leadership abili-

ties, such as offices held in extra-
curricular organizations

*Athletic ability, to include both
endurance and strength

The United States Military
Academy at West Point, N.Y., is a
four-year co-educational federal
undergraduate liberal arts college
located 50 miles north of New
York City. Founded in 1802 as
America's first college of engineer-
ing, it consistently ranks among the
top five colleges in the nation. A
pre-eminent leader development
institution, its mission remains
constant - to educate, train, and
inspire cadets for careers of profes-
sional service to the Army and the
nation, producing leaders of char-

acter for the U.S. Army, who live
by the principles of duty, honor,
country.

Notable West Point graduates
have included Presidents Ulysses
Grant and Dwight Eisenhower;
Generals Robert E. Lee, Douglas
MacArthur, George Patton,
William Westmoreland, Norman
Schwarzkopf; Governor David
Heineman (Neb.); US Senator Jack
Reed (R.I.); Congressmen Brett
Guthrie (Ky.), Mike Pompeo
(Kan.), John Shimkus (Ill.).

If interested in applying, please
contact Nate LaMar, military acad-
emy liaison officer for East-
Central & Southeastern Indiana, by
March 1, at NateLaMar@cs.com.

Leaders, from Page 2

NEW MANAGER
NOW AVAILABLE

2 Bedroom Apartments
2 Bedroom Handicap

Apartment
Rent Based On All
Household Income

Trash pickup included in rent.

Call (765) 345-7121
For Hearing Impaired

Only, Call TDD 
#1-800-743-3333

AMBER COURT
APARTMENTS

138 W.Lincoln St.
Knightstown, IN 46148

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.”
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OPPORTUNITY

ADVERTISE
HERE FOR

JUST

$12.00
PER WEEK

LOCAL HVAC

JAKE’SHEATING
ANDCOOLING

CALL
765-345-9329

For all your heat-
ing, air condition-
ing and plumbing
needs! We also

have duct cleaning
and drain cleaning! 

Free estimates! 

SERVICECENTER
The Banner’s “At Your Service”

Call 345-2292 for information on how to advertise here!
INSURANCE TREE SERVICE LAWN MOWER SALES & SERVICE

DAY SPA , SALON AND TANNINGROOFING

U-HAUL RENTAL

TWEEDY LUMBER
DO-IT CENTER

110000  SS..  PPeerrkkiinnss,,  RRuusshhvviillllee

776655-993322-33998811
880000-444411-55555500

LOCAL TOWING SERVICE

Smith’s Tree Service
TREE  TRIMMING

and  REMOVAL
Harold Smith & Son
TOOTTAALL SSTTUUMMPP RREEMMOOVVAALL

BUUCCKKEETT TTRRUUCCKK EEQQUUIIPPPPEEDD

fully insured 
free estimates

1-800-825-6370 BELTS, BLADES, PULLEYS AND ENGINE
PARTS FOR MOST MOWERS IN STOCK!

1791 E. MAIN ST., GREENFIELD, IN 46140
PH. 317-462-1323 TOLL-FREE 1-866-MOWERS2

FAX 317-462-5147 WWW.SUPERIORMOWERS.COMKOZY KABIN Day Spa & Salon

559 S. Jefferson St.
Knightstown

CALL: 445-7252

We now have
2 BRONZING

BEDS!!!

8 TANNING BEDS!
1 MEGA BED!

PACKAGE DEALS!
NEW BULBS!

WATT
ROOFING

Serving Henry, Rush, Wayne 
and Hancock Counties

Free Roofing Estimates
New Roofs, Tear Offs & Reroofs

Licensed & Insured
765-529-9161

EVERYTING FOR
THE HOME AND
LUMBER, TOO!

Payne’s Auto Parts
 24-hhour  wrecker  

service
Cash  for  cars  &

trucks  with  quick  pick-uup
Call 317-936-9583 

or Toll-free 1-866-936-9583
Charlottesville, Indiana

service areas in which they can
serve retail customers. The territory
law has always allowed municipal
electric communities the opportuni-
ty to go to the Indiana Utility
Regulatory Commission (IURC)
and request to provide electric serv-
ice in newly annexed areas. The
IOUS and the REMCs claim that
municipal electric communities like
Spiceland are using the current law
and gobbling up all of their opportu-
nities to grow and that these com-
munities have sharply in-creased
their annexations to their disadvan-
tage. 

But the numbers don't support
their claims. Together, the IOUs and
REMCs serve 93 percent of the
state's electric customers. Munici-
pal electrics serve just 7 percent.
There has been a downward trend in
annexations in recent years, even
with property tax caps. And over 25-
plus years, less than 1  percent of the
electric service territory has shifted
because of municipal electric com-
munities annexing and wanting to
serve the customers that lie within
the town limits. 

However according to their
national association, the REMCs are

the fastest growing segment of the
electric utility industry. Only 28 of
the 72 municipal electric utilities
have ever gone to the IURC seeking
changes to their service territories
because of annexation. Only four
cases went before the IURC this
year, and two of them were from
Spiceland. It took nearly 20 years to
be in a situation to request a territo-
rial change. 

The cost is enormous to even
take on a small scale expansion such
as ours. The upfront money that has
to be paid makes such an expansion
cost prohibitive to most municipali-
ties. Municipal electric communities
must pay significant costs to the
REMCs and/or IOUs to serve the
annexed area. Communities first
must spend significant money:

- to annex the territory,
- to buy all the existing infra-

structure at market rate,
- pay two and half times the pre-

vious 12 months worth of revenue
from any existing customers that are
in the newly annexed area upfront in
one lump payment to the IOU or
REMC, and

- pay a percentage of future rev-
enue for an additional five years.

All of the above are in addition to
other costs that may be incurred in
the rendering of other municipal
services to the newly annexed area.
However, the REMCs and the IOUs
would have you believe that munic-
ipal electric utilities are lining up to
pick their respective pockets. The
facts should matter.

What does a municipal electric
utility offer that an IOU or REMC
does not? Indiana's municipal
electrics offer some of the lowest
electric rates in the state and have
bolstered Indiana's economic dev-
elopment significantly. Our rates are
set locally and in public meetings
with public input. Our leaderhip is
local and pays the same rates as our
customers. 

And while we may not have
thousands of employees in multiple
states or have dozens of shiny
trucks, our power lines are serviced
locally by people you know and
trust. We are able to respond to
emergencies quickly and efficiently.
Even more, if you have concerns or
just want to pay your bill, you don't
have far to go for assistance.  We are
not in the electric business to make a
profit. As a municipal electric utility,

we want to provide a needed service
at the lowest cost and in the most
reliable way.

This legislation is an effort to
starve out and kill the few remaining
municipal electrics, and create less
competition in the marketplace.
Competition, we have seen, can
keep the costs down. This will be
bad news, not only Spiceland's elec-
tric customers, but those in
Knightstown, Dunrieth, Lewisville,
Straughn, Middletown, Hagers-
town, Centerville, Greenfield and
many others.

Please, help us fight back against
this effort to take money out of your
pocket and put it into a corporate
CEO's.

Darrin Jacobs
president, Spiceland Town

Council

Dear Editor,
When it comes to winter car care,

many motorists think of antifreeze
and batteries, but vehicles need extra
attention when temperatures drop
below zero. These six quick tips will
help your vehicle perform at its best
during cold weather months.

1. Keep the gas tank at least half
full; this decreases the chance of
moisture forming in the gas lines
and possibly freezing.

2. Check the tire pressure, includ-
ing the spare, as tires can lose pres-
sure when temperatures drop.
Consider special tires if snow and
ice are a problem in your area.

3. Have the exhaust system
checked for carbon monoxide leaks,
which can be especially dangerous

during cold weather driving when
windows are closed.

4. If you’re not trying to defrost
the windshield or warm the interior,
modern cars are ready to be driven
right away. Idling longer than 30
seconds in most cases is unnecessary
for the sake of warming up the
engine. The best way to warm up
your car is to drive gently at the start.

5. Change to low-viscosity oil in
winter as it will flow more easily
between moving parts when it is
cold. Drivers in sub-zero tempera-
tures should drop their oil weight
from 10-W30 to 5-W30 as thick-
ened oil can make it hard to start the
car. 

6. Consider using cold weather
washer fluid and special winter
windshield blades if you live in a
place with especially harsh winter
conditions.

Sub-zero temperatures can have
a real impact on your vehicle. Winter
magnifies existing problems such as
pings, hard starts, sluggish perform-
ance and rough idling, and very cold
temperatures reduce battery power.
If you haven’t had your vehicle
checked recently, a thorough vehicle
inspection is a good idea so you can
avoid the aggravation and unexpect-
ed cost of a breakdown in freezing
weather.

For more helpful auto care infor-
mation, motorists can order a free
copy of the recently updated 80-
page Car Care Guide for the glove
box at www.carcare.org/car-care-
guide. 

Rich White
director, Car Care Council

Letters, from Page 4
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Golay J. Meek, Jr.
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(Mar 15, 1944 - Jan. 6, 2014)

PUBLISHED JANUARY 22, 2014
David Franklin Leisure

(Circa 1941 - Jan. 14, 2014)
Romie Littleton

(Dec. 3, 1940 - Jan. 15, 2014)

PUBLISHED JANUARY 29, 2014
Joseph Newsom White

(June 9, 1912 - Jan, 26, 2014)
Wallace Fairchild

(Aug. 8, 1928 - Jan. 25, 2014)
Betty Jean Stamper Helderbrand
(Oct. 13, 1930 - Jan. 23, 2014)

PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 5, 2014
Mildred L. Ratliff

(Jan. 7, 1920 - Jan. 31, 2014)
Phyllis Lafuse Carson

(July 2, 1921 - Jan. 29, 2014)

PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 12, 2014
Thomas Worth Pitts

(Apr. 27, 1954 - Feb. 7, 2014)
James “Jim” Breckenridge

(Jan. 24, 1928 - Feb. 5, 2014)
Donnie L. Tirey

(Aug. 3, 1946 - Feb. 5, 2014)

PUBLISHED MARCH 5, 2014
Juanita J. Messick

(Mar. 31, 1931 - Mar. 2, 2014)
George F. Faut

(Oct. 15, 1920 - Feb. 26, 2014)

PUBLISHED MARCH 12, 2014
Wilma C. Stanley

(July 2, 1921 – Mar. 9, 2014)

PUBLISHED MARCH 19, 2014
Millard H. Beavers, Jr.

(July 27, 1929 – Mar. 17, 2014)
Mildred Charlotte Adams

(Dec. 18, 1919 - Mar. 11, 2014)
Roberta D. Ault

(Feb. 6, 1914 - Mar. 20, 2014)

PUBLISHED MARCH 26, 2014
Judith K. Whitesitt

(Apr. 5, 1941 - Mar. 24, 2014)
Sandra Sue Kimmey

(Dec. 2, 1938 - Mar. 19, 2014)

PUBLISHED APRIL 2, 2014
William “Bill” Murray, Jr.

(July 26, 1939 - Mar. 31, 2014)

PUBLISHED APRIL 16, 2014
Leslie A. Andis

(June 20, 1951 – Apr. 13, 2014)
Joyce F. Hooker

(Jan. 13, 1938 – Apr. 11, 2014)
Charles Joseph Van Treese

(Apr. 12, 1925 – Apr. 10, 2014)

PUBLISHED APRIL 23, 2014
Larry R. Ebersole

(July 15, 1946 – Apr. 20, 2014)
Larry Scott Messer

(Circa 1940 – Apr. 21, 2014)
James Earl Keck

(Sept. 21, 1942 – Apr. 22, 2014)

PUBLISHED APRIL 30, 2014
Randy Lee Frazier

(Sept. 13, 1962 – Apr. 27, 2014)
Hazel M. North

(Mar. 29, 1941 – Apr. 23, 2014)

PUBLISHED MAY 7, 2014
James E. Jackson

(Dec. 29, 1932 - May 4, 2014)
Betty McClurg

(Sept. 23, 1927 - May 3, 2014)
Jane (Gray) Eakin

(Nov. 10, 1926 - May 1, 2014)

PUBLISHED MAY 14, 2014
Robert Elisha Dean

(June 5, 1926 - May 6, 2014)

PUBLISHED MAY 21, 2014
Helen T. Ewing

(Jan. 1, 1916 - May 14, 2014)
Debbie Marie Gadberry

(May 15, 1989 - May 14, 2014)

PUBLISHED MAY 28, 2014
James Henry “Johnny” Lloyd

(Dec. 22, 1947 - May 24, 2014)
Norman F. McFarland

(Jan. 6, 1936 - May 20, 2014)

PUBLISHED JUNE 11, 2014
Hayden M. King

Circa 1926 - June 8, 2014)
Frederick L. Breckenridge

(Dec. 2, 1925 - June 6, 2014)
Verle George Pearcy

(June 12, 1930 - June 4, 2014)
Kent Shettle

(Jan. 18, 1937 - June 1, 2014)

PUBLISHED JUNE 18, 2014
Philip Rees White

(Circa 1926 - June 11, 2014)
Rose Ann Adkins

(Dec. 31, 1926 - June 10, 2014)

PUBLISHED JUNE 25, 2014
William M. “Kinley” McMahan
(June 16, 1919 - June 21, 2014)

Matthew B. Judd

(Apr. 29, 1980 - June 21, 2014)
Robert (Bubby) Michael Johnson
(Aug. 10, 1969 - June 20, 2014)

PUBLISHED JULY 2, 2014
Wilbur Allen Keesling

(Aug. 5, 1935 - June 29, 2014)
Barbara A. Craig

(Jan. 2, 1936 - June 28, 2014)
Anne Troy Davis

(Oct. 18, 1928 - June 24, 2014)
Robert M. Reed

(Aug. 19, 1940 - July 3, 2014)

PUBLISHED JULY 9, 2014
Diana Mae Lee

(Sept. 24, 1942 - July 6, 2014)
Carlton G. “Carley” Allen

(Oct. 29, 1947 - July 2, 2014)
Julie Gayle Ward

(Apr. 12, 1963 - July 2, 2014)
Robert E. McKain

(Nov. 7, 1924 - May 22, 2014)

PUBLISHED JULY 16, 2014
William M. “Kinley” McMahan
June 16, 1919 - June 21, 2014)

Malia Dean Honnold
(May 5, 1932 - July 9, 2014)

PUBLISHED JULY 23, 2014
Laura Willis (Wells) Reed

(May 22, 1919 - July 16, 2014)

PUBLISHED JULY 30, 2014
Estelle M. McDonald

(Oct. 22, 1943 - July 25, 2014)
Valerie Jo Hall

(Apr. 29, 1947 - July 25, 2014)

PUBLISHED AUGUST 6, 2014
Sandra L. (Gorman) Back

(Apr. 10, 1948 - Aug. 4, 2014)
Victor Lewis Jackson

(May 5, 1953 - July 24, 2014)

PUBLISHED AUGUST 20, 2014
James Wesley “Wes” Watts

(Aug. 25, 1960 - Aug. 16, 2014)
Freda S. Rawlins

(Aug. 7, 1923 - Aug. 15, 2014)
Evelyn V. Lanning

(Dec. 4, 1922 - Aug. 14, 2014)

PUBLISHED AUGUST 27, 2014
Ruth L. Sylvester

(Mar. 10, 1918 - Aug. 22, 2014)

PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 3, 2014
Charles H. Gulley

(Apr. 16, 1939 - Aug. 31, 2014)
Bruce G. Edwards

(Feb. 2, 1949 - Aug. 30, 2014)

PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 10, 2014
Jerome T. Bettag

(Dec. 28, 1929 - Sept. 4, 2014)

Deryl L. Chew
(Oct. 9, 1954 - Aug. 31, 2014)

Charles Earl Carroll
(July 3, 1929 - Aug. 31, 2014)

PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 17, 2014
Mary Wanda (Cooper) Howard
(Apr. 21, 1946 - Sept. 12, 2014)

PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 24, 2014
Wilford Ray Roseberry

(July 11, 1941 - Sept. 17, 2014)
Lola Maude Wolski (Smalley)

(Feb. 16, 1937 - Sept. 17, 2014)

PUBLISHED OCTOBER 1, 2014
Edith Pauline Pitts

(Sept. 19, 1921 - Sept. 27, 2014) 
William “Bill” E. Tumilty

(Dec. 2, 1935 - Sept. 29, 1954)

PUBLISHED OCTOBER 8, 2014
Goldie M. Jackson

(Mar. 9, 1918 - Oct. 1, 2014)

PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 12, 2014
Helen L. (Riley) Sipes

(Dec. 25, 1926 - Nov. 9, 2014)
Betty Louise (Renfro) Applegate
(Mar. 17, 1927 - Nov. 8, 2014)

PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 19, 2014
Rev. Russell L. Roberts

(Dec. 27, 1924 - Nov. 17, 2014)
John H. Rawlins

(Feb. 14, 1922 - Nov. 18, 2014)

PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 26, 2014
JW Massengale

(Nov. 11, 1932 - Nov. 24, 2014)
Carolyn K. Gorman “Dennis”
(Nov. 6, 1942 - Nov. 4, 2014)

PUBLISHED DECEMBER 10, 2014
James “Herb” Tompkins

(Apr. 21, 1934 - Dec. 6, 2014)
Ronald Lee Anderson

(Sept. 26, 1951 - Dec. 6, 2014)
Sandra S. Steigerwald

(June 10, 1942 - Dec. 5, 2014)
Dee Ann Peredo

(Circa 1946 - December 4, 2014)

PUBLISHED DECEMBER 17, 2014
David R. Peck

(Aug. 1, 1954 - Dec. 14, 2014)
Jack L. Cooper

(Feb. 22, 1934 - Dec. 7, 2014)
Rebecca Jane Reece

(Mar. 12, 1944 - Dec. 6, 2014)

PUBLISHED DECEMBER 31, 2014
Kirk W. McCord

(July 11, 1960 - Dec. 27, 2014)
Monica J. Cloud

(Jan. 4, 1916 - Dec. 28, 2014)

BBaannnneerr  NNeeccrroollooggyy
A Complete List of Obituaries

Published in 2014

truly an honor to display the art-
work in my front office and share
these beautiful pieces with the
thousands of people who visit our
State House.” 

The winning artwork is judged
by a panel that includes Lt.
Governor Ellspermann and profes-
sors from the Indiana University
Herron School of Art and Design at
IUPUI.

Applications along with elec-
tronic copies of the artwork can be
submitted online through the Lt.
Governor’s website,

www.lg.in.gov or mailed to 200 W.
Washington St., Room 333
Indianapolis, IN 46204. A recep-
tion will be held in March at the
Indiana State House to honor the
selected artists.

Requirements include:
*Framed wall art only
*Maximum dimensions (includ-

ing frame): 42”x60”
*Maximum weight: 60 lbs
*Must be installation ready,

including frame and hanging wires
*Submit one entry per artist to

be considered

Artist, from Page 7

direction the community is trying to
take."

Vice President Sarah Ward, who
defeated Steele in the November
election and was taking in part in her
first council meeting, said she was
"not impressed" with Morelock.
Citing complaints from other coun-
cil members about Morelock not
keep them fully informed or provid-
ing information in a timely manner,
as well as complaints from citizens
unhappy with Morelock's conduct
during council meetings, she said
she favored making a change.

"I wanted another choice," coun-
cil member Cort Swincher, who was
chosen at the outset of the Jan. 6
meeting to replace South as the
council's president, explained. He
indicated that another attorney
besides Saunders was also interested
in the position and had sent in a
resume, but did not, however, reveal
this other attorney's identity.

Trump said she wanted time to
review the resumes that had been
received, and, at that point, South
withdrew his motion to renew
Morelock's contract. Swincher
asked Whitesitt to make copies of
the resumes and proposed legal
services contacts that had been
received and provide them to mem-
bers of the council.

Morelock asked whether he
could also submit his resume for
consideration. "Or does my resume
not matter?" he asked.

Swincher noted that the town
should already have Morelock's
resume on file, and has a copy of his
proposed legal services contract for
2015, as well as the one that was in
effect last year. If Morelock had
anything else to submit that would
help the council make its decision,
Swincher said he could turn it in.

"Is the criteria experience or is it
money," Trump asked, looking for
clarification.

"Well, both," Swincher
answered.

"Guys, we're not talking about
buying road salt," South said. "…
We're talking about legal advice."

From his position as the town's
clerk-treasurer, Whitesitt told the
council he thought it was important
for the town to have an attorney who
is well-versed on public access
issues. He also said he had been
impressed with Morelock's work
helping the town set up an ordinance
violations bureau and, with the town
in the process of revising utility
ordinances and policies, he said,
"Experience is going to be key."

"You've got to look at the com-
munity 10 years down the road,"
Trump said. "…You've got to plan
for growth. … You need good, solid
representation if you decide you
want to grow the community. … It
takes experience."

"Are we going to change again
next year?" South asked. He said he
thought changing attorneys was
"absurd," adding, "You all do what
you want to do, I guess."

Attorney, from Page 8

The Knightstown Public Library Board of Trustees
recently approved raises for library employees.

Board members were provided with proposals for
1-, 2- and 3-percent across-the-board raises to con-
sider at their Dec. 15 monthly meeting. Minutes from
the meeting indicate the board voted 6-0, with one
member absent, to approve the 3-percent pay hikes.

The meeting minutes do not indicate the number
of employees the library has, who they are or their
respective positions. They also do not include any
information about how much employees were being
paid before or after the raises.

In other business, the minutes also indicate the
board has set aside $5,000 to replace 10 windows at
the library in 2015, but is still waiting on a bid from

a third vendor. Board President Ross Miller also sug-
gested that a plaque be placed in the library's front
window in recognition of the $1,500 that Ameriana
Bank has donated to the library over the past two
years.

Board members reconsidered an insurance quote
previously received from Liberty Mutual, but took
no action, opting to keep its current insurer, State
Auto. They also reviewed monthly financial and cir-
culation reports, and approved vouchers for payroll
and accounts payable, although the meeting minutes
did not list totals for these.

The library board regularly meets at 4:30 p.m. on
the second Tuesday of each month at the
Knightstown Public Library, 5 E. Main St.

K-town Library Employees Receive Raises
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